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SEPTEMBER MEETING – Are You Ready for some Football 

     WHERE: BROWN COUNTY AGING AND DISABILITY CENTER 

       WHEN: September 15, 2016 (third Thursday of every month) 

            TIME: 7:00 pm to 9:00 pm, No Business Meeting in June, July, and August 

 PROGRAM: Randy Younger on Bees and Silent Auction  

Reminder:  We need volunteer members to pick up a key from the Senior Center by 4:00 pm on the day of the 

meeting.  September’s volunteer is Randy Younger.

 

Summer Hiatus 
 

It has been a while since I wrote one of these and I 

need to get back into the swing of things.  Hard to 

believe that summer is almost over, at least that is 

what I hear from my grandkids although according 

to the calendar we still have almost a month left (I’m 

writing this on August 19). 

 

As you all are aware we have no formal business 

meetings during June, July, and August.  I was 

unable to attend the June and July meetings due to 

some other commitments.  My attendance at the 

August meeting looked doubtful too, but then the 

Packers intervened, scheduled a game on our regular 

meeting night resulting in the change of meeting to 

Wednesday night, and I was able to attend.  Thanks 

to the NFL and the Green Bay Packers.   

 

Dave and his wife, Sandy, graciously hosted a club 

picnic for the August get together.  It was great fun, 

many spouses were able to attend including my wife, 

Chris.  We had a great time socializing and getting 

to know each other.  Mark Schroeder did a masterful 

job on the grill (both gas and charcoal) with brats, 

burgers, and hot dogs.  There were plenty of side 

dishes and desserts to round out the affair.  Many 

thanks to Dave and Sandy for hosting such a fun 

event.  I think there were somewhere around 25 +/- 5 

in attendance.  Judging from the comments, I think 

this would be a good annual event.  What do other 

attendees think? 

 

 

September Program: 

 

Bob Petersen tells me that Randy Younger has 

agreed to do a program on bees and honey 

production on stamps.  Bob did not have a title yet 

from Randy, but had several catchy ones like; Bees 

and Things; Is it All Honey?  I was thinking about 

something like Bees: Sting and Sweet or even Just 

Bee there, Honey.  Whatever the title it promises to 

be an interesting and informative program on a topic 

that has been in the news of late.  There will also be 

a silent auction. 

 

Bob also asked me to give you all a heads up on the 

November program so you have time to prepare.  

The topic is “Patriotic Pride in America.”  Show up 

to 12 stamps on a page that make you proud to live 

in our great country.  There will be prizes for both 

junior and adult divisions. 

 

You may have noticed I skipped right over October.  

Bob tells me October’s program will be a show and 

tell with the topic/theme to be determined.  How 

about something to do with Stamp Collecting month 

or frightful stamps – both good topics for the month 

of October. 

 

Dave’s Deliberations 
 

In life it is advisable to prepare oneself for life’s end.  

The same is not usually the situation with 

organizations.  In recent months I have observed the 



agony of current members of an organization 

grappling with the problem of declining interest and 

declining membership.  The organization is self-

contained and has existed for well over a century.  

During that time members have contributed 

massively to various funds which now effectively 

are unavailable because of various covenants.  In 

this case the matter involves almost seven digits 

which the aging members are concerned might be 

raided by an individual or individuals who are more 

interested in the assets than the organization. 

GBPS is relatively strong at the current time.  We 

are generally cash flow positive and we hold a 

decent reserve.  Over this next year I would like to 

hear the opinions of members regarding the 

establishment of benchmarks where action would be 

taken regarding our assets and the type of action that 

should be anticipated should we move into the type 

of membership pattern described in the first 

paragraph. 

My opinion is that it is better to act from a position 

of health and strength than to wait for the unknown. 

Editor’s Note:  I think that our president has put 

forth a very valid proposal.  While none of us may 

want to think about this, I think for the good of our 

great organization we must insure that the Green 

Bay Philatelic Society is positioned to continue 

indefinitely.  Let’s all give some thought to this and 

be prepared to make a suggestion or two to Dave or 

some other member of the Executive Committee. 

Ray’s Ramblings 
 

In my new role as the editor of “Across the Fence 

Post” I learned of an interesting website from past 

ATFP editor, Aimee Devine.  That site is titled 

“Emotions Greeting Cards and Photography” and is 

located at:  http.//emotionscards.com.  Found on that 

website is an interesting area called “Holiday Info.”  

It lists each month and holidays and events 

celebrated during that month.  For instance, I learned 

that September is also known as “Honey Month” 

maybe that is why Randy Younger agreed to do a 

program on bees and honey at this month’s meeting, 

or maybe that is just a coincidence.  There are many 

other holidays and events celebrated during the 

month of September.  I thought it might be 

interesting to take a look at some of the stamps 

related to some of these events and holidays. 

 

In addition to Honey Month, September is also 

known as “Piano Month,” “Autumn Fun Month,” 

“Chicken Month,” “Classical Music Month,” and 

“Hispanic Heritage Month” (September 15 – 

October 15) among others.  Besides all of these there 

are a number of special days celebrated during 

September including “Labor Day,” “Teacher’s Day,” 

“National Grandparent’s Day,” “Constitution Day,” 

“Good Neighbor Day,” and “Native American Day.”  

Some fun celebrations include “Be Late for 

Something Day” on September 5, followed by 

“Fight Procrastination Day” on September 6.  My 

favorite day for this month though has to be 

September 22 and what day is that – none other than 

the birthday of the ice cream cone.  Looking through 

all these topics and just thinking about the stamps 

that I’m familiar with I thought there had to be 

enough to “ramble” about for the rest of this 

newsletter.  So here we go. 

 

I’ll leave “honey month” and the bees to Randy 

Younger (be sure to attend this month’s meeting to 

learn more about that one) and get started with 

“Constitution Day” which is celebrated on 

September 17.  Recall back to your high school U.S. 

History class and remember that after the colonies 

declared independence from Great Britain the 

Articles of Confederation were drafted.  They were 

finally ratified by the colonies in 1781.  They were 

in a war for independence from a monarchy and the 

Americans were very concerned with a strong 

central government.  The Articles of Confederation 

commemorated on U.S. 1726 (see picture below) 

were the law of the land from 1781 until 1789.   

 

 
U.S. 1726 

 

The Articles of Confederation proved too weak and 

despite the Americans fear of a strong central 

government it became clear that a stronger 

government than provided for by the Articles would 

be necessary.  The U.S. Constitution was drafted on 

September 17, 1787, it was ratified on June 21, 

1788.  The Congress of the Confederation called on 

the states to hold elections and then disbanded in 

early 1789.  The first session of the Congress of the 

United States took office on March 4, 1789 (the 

same day the Congress of the Confederation was 

dissolved) and George Washington became the 



country’s first president about 2 months later.  

Shown below are stamps commemorating the 

drafting of the U.S. Constitution (Scott 2356), 

ratification of the Constitution (Scott 835), signing 

of the Constitution (Scott 2360), the bi-centennial of 

the Constitution (Scott 2415), and President 

Washington (Scott 1952). 

    
                Drafting                          Ratification 

             
       Signing             Bi-centennial         Washington                                                       

Again, as I recall my high school U.S. History, it 

seems to me that the addition of the Bill of Rights 

(first 10 amendments to the Constitution) was 

instrumental in getting the Constitution ratified.  The 

Bill of Rights protect the individual freedoms that 

were and still are so near and dear to our hearts such 

as the freedom of speech, freedom of the press, 

freedom of religion, right to keep and bear arms, 

right to a speedy trial by a jury of one’s peers, and so 

on.  The Bill of Rights was commemorated on U.S. 

stamp 1312 pictured below. 

 
                               Bill of Rights 

Native American Day is celebrated on the fourth 

Friday in September, this year that is September 23.  

The United States has commemorated native 

Americans on many stamps and in many ways.  The 

general native American culture was commemorated 

on U.S. 2869e and 2870e (the Legends of the West 

and recalled Legends of the West stamps).  A picture 

of a first day cover of this issue is shown nearby. 

 
First Day Cover of Native American Culture 

Many stamps commemorating Native Americans 

have been issued including Crazy Horse (Scott 

1855), Geronimo (Scott 2869m), Sacagawea (Scott 

1063 and 2869s), Pocahontas (Scott 330), and Ira 

Hayes who helped raise the flag on Iwo Jima (Scott 

929).  Some of these are pictured below. 

 

    
               Sacagawea                    Pocahontas 

    
                     Ira Hayes         Crazy Horse 

 

This month is “Classical Music Month.”  There are 

any number of stamps commemorating classical 

music from composers to performers from around 

thee world.  The U.S., however has commemorated 

relatively few classical composers or musicians. The 

first classical composer I found was Igor Stravinsky 

(1845).  In addition to being a composer, Stravinsky 

was also a noted pianist and conductor.  A picture of 

Stravinsky on a U.S. stamp is shown below. 

 
Stravinsky 

There is a set of classical composers and conductors 

that includes Leopold Stokowski, Arthur Fiedler, 

George Szell, Eugene Ormandy, Samuel Barber, 

Ferde Grofe, Charles Ives, and Louis Moreau 

Gottschalk (3158-65).  This set is pictured below. 

 



A couple more composers that wrote some 

classical music along with other genres and are 

comemmorated on U.S. stamps are Leonard 

Bernstein (3521) and Arturo Toscanini (2411).  

Bernstein was one of the first American 

musicians to receive international acclaim.  He 

is known for his “Rhapsody in Blue,” “West 

Side Story,” and his Symphonies Numbers 1 

and 2.  Arturo Toscanini was born in Italy. He 

became an Italian conductor.  During different 

times in his career he was the music director of 

the Metropolitan Opera of New York, the New 

York Philharmonic Orchestra and finally the 

NBC Symphony Orchestra.  The U.S. stamps 

commemorating these two greats are shown 

below. 

          
                Bernstein                        Toscanini 

 

Of course many countries have issued stamps 

commemorating classical composers like Chopin, 

Beethoven, Mozart, and Grieg to name a few. 

 

Frederic Chopin lived from 1810-49.  He was a 

Polish composer that wrote primarily for piano.  He 

is pictured below on a stamp from his native Poland. 

 
Chopin 

 

Ludwig van Beethoven (1712-73) was a German 

composer.  He is probably best known for his 9 

symphonies.  Beethoven was almost deaf by the age 

of 30.  He is pictured on a German stamp below. 

 
Beethoven 

Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart (1756-91) was an 

Austrian composer.  He began composing at the age 

of 5 and is best known for his symphonies, 

concertos, and operas.  He is pictured on a German 

stamp below. 

 
Mozart 

 
Edvard Grieg (1843-1907) was a Norwegian 

composer and pianist.  He wrote sonatas for piano, 

cello, and violin.  He also composed a symphony.  

He is pictured below on a Norwegian stamp below. 

 
Grieg 

 

That will about do it for this month, hope you 

enjoyed some of our special September celebrations. 

Stamp Shows 
(See Across the Fence Post for more details) 

Sept. 10 OUTAPEX 2016, Fox Valley Lutheran High School, 

5300 N. Meade St., Appleton, WI 

Sept. 16-18 MILCOPEX 2016, Crowne Plaza Milwaukee 

Airport, 6401 S. 13th St., Milwaukee, WI  

Oct. 8 MONROE STAMP AND POSTCARD SHOW, Monroe 

Moose Lodge (behind Farm & Fleet), 639 3rd Ave., Monroe, WI 

9 to 2:30 

Oct. 15 CENWISPEX ’16, Holiday Inn, Stevens Point, 1001 

Amber Ave., Stevens Point, WI 10 to 4 

Oct. 29-30 TOSAPEX ’16 St. Aloysius Gonzaga Hall, 1435 S. 

92nd Street, West Allis, WI 10 to 3 

 

 

Schedule of Events 
Shown below is the program schedule for the current year: 

 

September Bees and Honey by Randy Younger 

October     Show and Tell 

November Patriotic Pride in America 

December Christmas party, scavenger hunt 

January  TBD 

February  TBD 

March  Wrap up plans for Baypex 

April  TBD 

May  Elections 

June  Joint Meeting with Appleton in Green Bay, 

  (no business meeting) 

July   Silent Auction (no business meeting) 

August  Silent Auction (no business meeting) 

 

Note:  There will be a silent auction each month. 


