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MAY MEETING – Remember our Service Men and Women this Memorial Day 

     WHERE: BROWN COUNTY AGING AND DISABILITY CENTER 

       WHEN: May 19, 2016 (third Thursday of every month) 

            TIME: 7:00 pm to 9:00 pm, Business Meeting 7:30 pm 

 PROGRAM: Stamps Representing the Letter “A” and Silent Auction  

Reminder:  We need volunteer members to pick up a key from the Senior Center by 4:00 pm on the day of the 

meeting.  May’s volunteer is Randy Younger.

 

April Meeting 
 

President Dave Burrows called the meeting to order.   

We had a number of visitors with us in April, first 

was Tom Schroeder and his son’s friend, Jacob 

Shepard.  Tom and Jacob both joined as did Tom’s 

son, Nick.  Then there was Roy Scott who is just 

getting back into stamp collecting after a 40-year 

hiatus and wanted to check us out.  Finally, we had 

Jay Bigalke, the editor of American Philatelist.  A 

number of us had the opportunity to join Jay for 

dinner prior to the meeting.  In addition to our 

visitors, Jim Stearns and Milt Wirth made the trip 

down from Iron Mountain to attend.  Jim and Milt 

are members of the club.  Welcome all members, we 

were glad to have you all, please come back again.  

 

The minutes of the March meeting were read and 

approved with one correction – in addition to Collin 

Dahl getting 19 correct on last month’s philatelic 

trivia contest, Clete Delvaux also had 19 correct.  

Sorry for missing that in last month’s minutes.   

 

The Treasurer’s report was given by Treasurer, Kirk 

Becker.  A motion to approve that report was made 

by Darryl Ruprecht and seconded by Randy 

Younger.  The motion was approved.  

 

Committees:   
Properties:  Please let Randy Younger know if you 

need plexi-glass for a club exhibit frame.  He will 

make arrangements to get the plexi-glass to you 

and/or help you change it out. 

 

Nominating Committee:  Dave Devroy reminded 

everyone that elections are next month. 

 

Show Committee:  Ray said that the show went very 

well and the dealers were well satisfied.  He 

commented that the dealers all really appreciate the 

help moving their stock in and out of the show.  Ray 

asked that anyone wishing to make any requests of 

the dealers work that through the show chair to 

avoid any miscommunication or confusion. 

 

Unfinished Business:  
Boy Scout Merit Badge Workshop:  went extremely 

well.  We had 16 scouts attend and 14 of them 

successfully completed the requirements for their 

stamp collecting merit badge.  The other two know 

what they need to do to complete their merit badge 

qualification. 

 

I received word on Saturday that Clete Delvaux has 

been approved for induction into the WFSC Hall of 

Fame by the Hall of Fame committee.  While he still 

has to be approved at the annual meeting, that is 

pretty much a formality.  Congratulations to Clete on 

an honor well deserved. 

 

New Business:   

Ray mentioned that “Across the Fence” (ATFP) may 

be viewed in color on line at the Federation’s 

website at: 

www.wfscstamps.org 

The club congratulated Ray on becoming editor of 

ATFP.  I want to take a line or two here to thank the 



club for its support, and let you know, that I have 

already started tapping members for articles .   

 

April Program: 

For the April program members were asked to bring 

a display of 6 to 10 stamps showing different forms 

of transportation.  Members were encouraged to look 

for stamps outside of the U.S. transportation coil 

series and use their creativity.  We had 11 entries, 

which may be a modern day record for the number 

of entries in one of these participation type 

programs.  Entries ranged from “Travel by Boat” to 

“Got Fuel, or do you Need It”, to “Transporting the 

Mail” to “Space Travel”.  There were many entries 

just titled “Modes of Transportation.”  The club 

voted to determine 1st, 2nd, and 3rd place.  First place 

was awarded to Clete Delvaux.  There was a 4-way 

tie for 2nd place.  So, 2nd and 3rd place were 

determined by drawing names from the 4 tied for 

2nd.  When it was all said and done 2nd place went to 

Brandon Kohlbeck, and 3rd place to Milt Wirth.  

Nice to see one of our junior members place.  Way 

to go Brandon.  

We had a special treat when Jay Bigalke visited our 
meeting and volunteered to say a few words to the 
club on his experiences with both Linn’s and 
American Philatelist.  Jay is from a small 
unincorporated community named Readfield, WI in 
southeastern Waupaca County.  He started out 
commenting on being at the Lombardi First-Day 
ceremony.  One of his highlights was when he 
attended the First-Day ceremony for the Packer 
stamp in the “Celebrate the Century” series and had 
the opportunity to meet Bart Starr.  Jay went on from 
there to talk about working for Linn’s for 10 years as 
an associate editor.  American Philatelic Society 
approached Jay and encouraged him to apply for the 
editor position for their magazine, “American 
Philatelist.”  He was hired in 2014.  Jay commented 
that one thing many people don’t know is that the 
American Philatelic Research Library (APRL) has a 
quarterly publication of which he also has editorial 
responsibilities.  Jay redesigned the APRL logo and 
also helped to redesign the APS neckties.  He 
brought samples to the meeting and GBPS members 
were the first to see the new ties.  I’m not a fashion 
designer, but I must say the ties look “pretty 
snappy.”  There is even a husband/wife matching tie 
and scarf for the couple that collects stamps 
together.  If you missed the meeting check them out 
on the APS website at: 

stamps.org/Tie-Shop 

Jay had an interesting perspective on the “upright 
jenny” fiasco.  The upright panes were to be inserted 

in the distribution of the sheets from the Stamp 
Fulfillment Center periodically.  This was not done 
for about a year resulting in 3 excess sheets.  USPS 
decided to give these extra sheets away.  What got 
them in trouble was giving away postage which is 
against postal regulations. 

Thanks, Jay, for a very interesting talk.  You are 
welcome back anytime. 

For the first time that I can remember in many years, 
we did not have a silent auction.  I know that 
members really enjoy and look forward to the silent 
auctions and I can assure you that we do not plan to 
make this a habit.  This past month we ended up in a 
smaller meeting room that was not close by the area 
we usually set up the auction.  There were a couple 
other groups using the facility.  Our transportation 
program took longer than anticipated and we had a 
surprise visit from Jay Bigalke.  After all was said 
and done we had a great night and we will get back 
to silent auctions next month. 

May Program: 

Program Chair, Bob Petersen, has another new 

program lined up for May.  Bob has asked members 

to bring a stamp that is somehow related to the letter 

“A.”  That could be stamps from a country that starts 

with an “A,” or a topic that starts with an “A,” or 

possibly even a postmark from a city that starts with 

an “A.” 

 

As previously noted, we will also have a silent 

auction. 

 

Dave’s Deliberations 
 

Two years ago Randy Younger began bringing his 

grandkids to our meetings.  Both Emmanuel and 

Yessinia have become very regular participants in 

our activities and have been joined by eight 

additional junior members.  At our last meeting two 

more potential junior members were present, and at 

Baypex there were several more that expressed 

interest. 

Young people are the future of the hobby!  This is 

recognized by many of our senior members.  It is 

with this in mind that Randy Younger is now 

stepping forward to guide this portion of our 

membership.  It is very important that we all are 

willing to step forward and work with Randy in any 

way that he believes is beneficial to both himself and 

our younger members. 



In our youth, a half century or more ago, there were 

many stimuli to encourage stamp collecting and 

eventually philately.  Times have changed but there 

is still needed a vehicle that brings enjoyment and 

that provides an encouragement to learn about the 

wider world.  Too many times these days the world 

beyond the United States is considered somewhat 

inconsequential.  Any person collecting stamps from 

countries around the world learns otherwise. 

Thank you Randy for making this very important 

step for the Green Bay Philatelic Society, and for our 

younger members.  You have had good ideas in the 

past and I know you will have many more in the 

future and I also know that all the members are 

willing to help in any way that you need. 

 

Dave also wanted to recognize Darlene Waterstreet 

for her generous donation of a large number of bird 

stamps to the junior program.  He commented that 

with 10 juniors in our club now we need to 

continually freshen our stock of stamps for juniors.  

Please, please, please if you have extra stamps 

laying around consider donating them to our juniors.  

I believe that we are one of the few clubs with an 

active junior membership and we need to keep the 

interest alive.  Thanks. 

     

Baypex ‘16 
 

Tom Johnston took some wonderful pictures at 

Baypex this year.  I thought I would wrap up this 

year’s show with a collage of these pictures.  Thanks 

Tom for the great work. 

 

   
 

   
 

 

Ray’s Ramblings 
 

So last month we started discussing U.S. back of the 

book material.  We reviewed the 4 U.S. semi-postals 

and then began a discussion of U.S. airmails.  We 

got about half way through the airmails and will 

continue with those this month. 

 

Last month we finished up with the 1941-44 

Transport Issue, a nice set of set of stamps all with 

the same design, but different denominations and 

colors.  This month we will jump ahead to the 1949 

Universal Postal Union (UPU) issue.  The UPU was 

formed on October 9, 1874.  It was formed to help 

simplify all the individual treaties that had to be 

signed between member countries for international 

delivery.  Prior to the UPU, each country had to have 

a separate treaty with another country for mail to be 

delivered between the two countries.  Initially the 

name of the organization was the General Postal 

Union, the name was changed to the Universal 

Postal Union 4 years later.  Today it is the 3rd longest 

existing international organization.  It is now a 

specialized agency of the United Nations.  Stamps 

commemorating the UPU are very collectible and a 

popular topic.  The three U.S. airmail stamps show a 

post office on the 10-cent issue, a globe and dove on 

the 15-cent issue, and a plane and globe on the 25-

cent issue.  Plate blocks of these stamps are pictured 

below. 

 

 
C42-C44 

Another interesting U.S. airmail stamp is C45 

which commemorates the Wright Brothers for 

their work on heavier than air flight.  Orville 

and Wilbur Wright first flew an airplane at Kitty 

Hawk, NC.  I have mentioned before that my 

wife and I lived in eastern North Carolina when 

we were first married.  We visited Kitty Hawk 

on several occassions and can say that it is well 



worth the side trip if you are ever in the area.  A 

picture of this stamp is shown below. 

 
C45 

Another interesting U.S. airmail stamp is C46, the 

80-cent airmail stamp picturing Diamond Head a 

well-known symbol and tourist destination in 

Hawaii.  The stamp was issued to pay the air parcel 

post rate for a 1-pound package.  It is pictured 

below. 

 
C46 

From here I’d like to jump to a group of issues I 

really like.  They have a unique design and 

commemorate some true American treasures; the 

Statue of Liberty, President Abraham Lincoln, and 

the Liberty Bell.  These stamps were issued from 

1959-67.  The designs are pictured below. 

 

   
C57                               C58 

   
C59                             C62 

 
C63 (C58 redrawn, double lines around orange) 

 

Another stamp with a similar design was issued in 

1971 and again featured the Statue of Liberty it is 

pictured at the top of the next column. 

 

 
C80 

 

There is one more set of airmails that I would like to 

cover before signing off this month.  That set is the 

stylized red, white, and blue set that depicts the 

Statue of Liberty, Mount Rushmore, and an airplane 

with globes.  The designs are catching in their 

simplicity and the bright red, white, and blue colors 

catch the eye too.  These stamps are Scott C87 – C90 

and were issued in 4 denominations; 18-cent Statue 

of Liberty, 26-cent Mount Rushmore, 25-cent plane 

and globes, and 31-cent plane and globes.  They are 

pictured below. 

 

 
C87-C90 

We’ll continue our journey through the airmails next 

month. 

how  

Stamp Shows 
(See Across the Fence Post for more details) 

May 20 – 22 Compex ’16, Forest View Educational Center, 

2121 S.Goebbert Rd., Arlington Heights, IL 

June 25 – 26 MSDA Show Milwaukee, Crowne Plaza 

Milwaukee Airport, 6401 S. 13th St., Milwaukee, WI 

July 9 Bay dwe Noc Stamp & Coin Show, Bay College, M-TEC 

Building, 2000 N. 30th St., Escanaba, MI 

July 30 11th Lakeland Coin & Stamp Club Summer Show, 

Woodruff Town Hall, Hwy 47E, Woodruff, WI 

 

Schedule of Events 
Shown below is the program schedule for the current year: 

May Election of Officers, stamps related to the 

letter “A” 

 

June  Joint Meeting with Appleton in Green Bay, 

  Surprise Program (no business meeting) 

 

July   Silent Auction (no business meeting) 

 

August  Silent Auction (no business meeting) 

 

Note:  There will be a silent auction each month. 


