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DECEMBER MEETING – Merry Christmas 

     WHERE: BROWN COUNTY AGING AND DISABILITY CENTER 

       WHEN: December 15, 2016 (third Thursday of every month) 

            TIME: 7:00 pm to 9:00 pm, No Business Meeting in June, July, and August 

 PROGRAM: Christmas Party, Philatelic Trivia Contest, and Silent Auction  

Reminder:  We need volunteer members to pick up a key from the Senior Center by 4:00 pm on the day of the 

meeting.  December’s volunteer is Randy Younger.

Note:  Winter Months Reminder:  in the event of 

adverse weather the meeting will be canceled if 

the Green Bay Public Schools are canceled. 

 

November Meeting 
 

The meeting was called to order by President, Dave 

Burrows.  Dave noted that our Yooper members, Jim 

Stearns and Milt Wirth, had made the journey down 

from the Iron Mountain, MI area to attend our 

meeting.  A few of us were able to join Jim and Milt 

for dinner before the meeting. 

 

Secretary, Ray Perry read the minutes from the 

October meeting.  They were approved as read.  

Some discussion ensued regarding the infamous 

Packer cachet and Bart Starr autographed envelopes 

GBPS ordered a number of years ago.  Kirk Becker 

related that 10,000 envelopes were ordered and 

GBPS had to pay a royalty for the autograph for 

every one of them.  I dug through my collection and 

came up with the cover shown below.  This was one 

of the original envelopes used later with an 

“overprint cachet.” 

 

Thanks Kirk for the bit of GBPS history. 

 

Treasurer, Kirk Becker gave the Treasurer’s Report.  

A motion was made and passed to approve the 

Treasurer’s Report. 

 

Committee Reports: 

 

Juniors:  Dave listed the names of the members of 

the “Young Turks” along with their collecting 

interests.  As we find something in one of these 

areas, let’s consider sharing it with our juniors.  Here 

are the names and collecting interests. 

Junior Member Collecting Interest 

Abigail Philippines 

Brandon Romania 

Caleb Luxembourg 

Emmanuel Mexico 

Jacob Japan 

Lindsey Poland 

Mason Thailand 

Yessinia Italy 

This is a great opportunity for all of us to get 

involved with the junior membership, let’s do it. 

 

Old Business: 

 

There was no old business this month. 

 

New Business: 

 

Christmas Party:  Plans were made for the annual 

Christmas Party to be held at our December meeting.  



Ken Coakley will bring the coffeemaker.  Ray will 

bring decaf coffee, sugar, sweetener, creamer, cups, 

napkins, and plates.  Darryl Ruprecht will bring 

punch.  Everyone will bring a treat to put out and 

after the program we’ll all socialize and enjoy 

everyone’s goodies.  My mouth is already watering. 

 

Ray mentioned that in the October issue of Across 

the Fence Post (ATFP) there was a ballot to vote for 

your favorite 1932 U.S. commemorative.  Since 

there was not a lot of participation the first time, the 

ballot will again be in the December issue of ATFP 

and we will take a vote as a club at the December 

meeting.  So brush up on the U.S. 1932 

commemoratives and come prepared to cast your 

vote. 

 

Reminder: Dues are now due - they are still only 

$10.00 for the year – what a bargain!  Please bring 

your money to the December meeting and Ray and 

Kirk will set up to collect dues after the program and 

before the silent auction similar to what we did last 

year.  After the November meeting we have 18 adult 

members and 1 junior member paid up through 

2017.  Thanks to all of you that have already paid.  

For the rest of you, we really need you in the club to 

continue as a viable organization.  Please come to 

the Christmas party, enjoy some great fellowship, a 

stamp story or two, and pay your dues. 

 

November Program: 
 

Program Coordinator, Bob Petersen, challenged 

members to put together a 1-page exhibit with up to 

12 stamps showing why they are proud to be from 

the USA.  There were a total of 8 entries (4 adult and 

4 junior).  Club members voted to determine the 

favorites.  A small monetary prize was awarded to 

1st, 2nd, and 3rd place in the adult division and very 

nice philatelic prizes were awarded for 1st, 2nd, and 

3rd place in the junior division.  Shown below is a 

list of the winners. 

Place Adult Division Junior Division 

1st Milt Wirth Brandon Kohlbeck 

2nd Bob Petersen Emmanuel Guttieriz 

3rd  Ray Perry Mason Kohlbeck 

Thanks to all the participants and thanks to Bob 

Petersen for continuing to provide new, innovative, 

and interesting programs for our club. 

 

December Program: 

 

The clues for the annual philatelic scavenger hunt 

are shown below.  Before the clues I will share the 

rules for the scavenger hunt.  They are: 

 

Bring as many of the following stamps as possible to 

the DECEMBER meeting. Or you may bring in the 

correct answers and Scott numbers. In order to 

accommodate out-of-town members or members that 

can’t make the meeting, any member can mail the 

answers and the correct Scott numbers to Ray D. 

Perry, 2214 Allouez Ave., Green Bay, WI   54311 or 

email them to Ray at fiveperrys@athenet.net 

 

Here are the clues, the first 10 are related to U.S. 

stamps, the last 5 are related to foreign stamps: 

1. This stamp celebrated two events 200 years 

apart, one which was the discovery of a 

river.  The other, a related commercial 

application. 

2. This is the only US stamp that showed 

naked women. HINT: A magnifying glass 

would help. 

3. This stamp honored a German born person 

who won the Nobel prize for work on the 

structure of nuclear shells. 

4. A Dutchman bought this land for $24.00 and 

this stamp recognizes the 300th anniversary 

of the start of a new city. 

5. This “Century of Progress” stamp was one 

of the highlights illustrated in the September 

2015 GBPS presentation by David Devroy. 

6. A five-time Olympic medalist in swimming. 

7. This stylized stamp showed the wonders of 

the longest cave in the United States. 

8. This stamp depicts one of the greatest 

champion boxers, being the first to win a 

divisional world championship five times. 

9. What stamp was intended to give attention 

to saving missing children? 

10. This stamp shows a French General among 

others, who assisted in the surrender of the 

British during the revolutionary war. 

11. Bring a stamp from Czeslaw Slania’s birth 

country. 

12. This country’s first stamp shows a beaver.  

Bring a stamp from this country. 

13. This country has a rather lengthy series of 

stamps showing its many exports, bring one 

of these stamps. 

14. This European principality has stamps 

commemorating FDR and JFK, it also 

features a famous car race every year.  Bring 

a stamp from this country. 

15. This stamp issued by an Asian nation was 

issued in 2003 and commemorates the 50th 

anniversary of the first ascent of Mount 

Everest. 

 

Good luck to all, have fun. 

 

mailto:fiveperrys@athenet.net


Dave’s Deliberations 
 

‘Tis the Season of Good Cheer.  My advice to every 

member with that pile of duplicate and unneeded 

material that gets in your way and you do not know 

how to dispose of such, is to take note of the 

following suggestion that will radically increase any 

value you put on such! 

Everyone attending the November meeting received 

a listing of our “Young Turks” and the countries 

they are currently emphasizing.  In case you do not 

have this at hand, in alphabetical order are the 

“Young Turks” and their chosen country. Abigail – 

Philippines; Brandon – Romania; Caleb – 

Luxembourg; Emmanuel – Mexico; Jacob – Japan; 

Lindsey – Poland; Mason – Thailand; and Yessinia – 

Italy.   Now, to do yourself a good turn and reduce 

your pile of “XS, Dupes, and Non-Collect”, put 

some up for each of our “Young Turks” emphasizing 

the countries they collect, and always add a little 

extra.  They will love receiving it! 

I will have boxes available so that you will be able 

to easily distribute the material you bring.  Should 

any of the “YTs” not be present, I will pack and ship 

their stamps to arrive by Christmas. 

Be generous it will help stamp collecting. 

Good Cheer to Everyone. 

Ray’s Ramblings 
 

In October we took a trip down under to Australia, 

then last month we went even further down under to 

Antarctica.  We learned some of the history of 

Antarctica, some of the early explorers and some of 

the interesting fauna of the area.  So, where to this 

month.  How about heading back to the northern 

hemisphere.  To a small country that has a very 

active stamp collecting population of all ages.  I’m 

talking about Japan. 

 

I checked Wikipedia to see what kind of general 

information I could learn about the country.  Japan is 

an island nation which consists of over 6,800 

islands.  There are 4 large islands that make up about 

97% of the land mass.  These islands are Hokkaido, 

Honshu, Kyushu, and Shikoku.  The population of 

Japan is about 127 million, making it the 10th most 

populous country in the world.  Its total GDP is 

about $4.9 trillion, ranking 4th in the world.  It is the 

world’s 4th largest exporter and the 4th largest 

importer.  It has a constitutional monarchy form of 

government with the powers of the emperor very 

restricted.  Wikipedia says that the emperor is 

defined by the constitution as “the symbol of the 

state and of the unity of the people.”  The prime 

minister holds most of the political power in the 

country.  The characters that make up the country’s 

name mean “sun origin” and you have probably 

heard Japan referred to as “the land of the rising 

sun.”  Enough about the country, let’s move on to its 

stamps.  

 

Japan’s first stamp series featured denomination 

characters in the middle with a dragon on either side 

facing the characters.  There were 4 different stamps 

in the set which was issued in 1871.  One of these is 

pictured below. 

 
Scott 2 

 

The first Japanese stamps to feature a person 

commemorated a pair of heroes from the first Sino-

Japanese War in 1894-95.  They featured Gen. 

Yoshihisa Kitashirakawa and Field Marshall Akihito 

Arisugawa.  These stamps are pictured below. 

 
   Scott 88       Scott 90        Scott 89       Scott 87 

 

Japan has issued many beautiful stamps over the 

years, but I think that one of the most beautiful 

series is their national park series.  This series started 

in 1938 with a set of 4 stamps commemorating 

Nikko National Park. 

 
Scott 280-83 



This series continued through 1941 with seven 

different sets of 4 stamps/set.  There is another set of 

national parks that is similar, it started in 1949.  

Toward the end, Japan started issuing these national 

park stamps in sets of two instead of four.  The last 

set of 2 national park stamps that I found was issued 

in 1956.  Japan started issuing national park stamps 

again in 1962 in sets of 4 and then 2.  These were in 

a similar format to the first two sets.  Over time 

Japan started issuing stamps to commemorate their 

national parks in multi-color format like the 2 

stamps pictured below showing scenes from Nishi-

Chugoku-Sanchi Quasi-National Park. 

 
Scott 1145-46 

I think I like the single-color stamps better. 

 

Over the years Japan has issued many other beautiful 

stamps.  There are stamps showing flora and fauna 

to art and architecture, wrestling and other sports.  A 

sampling of some of these stamps is shown below. 

     
     Architecture                Art           Sumo Wrestling 

 

     
                      Flora                     Fish 

 

No discussion of Japanese stamps would be 

complete without mentioning their prefecture 

stamps.  A prefecture is a Japanese political 

subdivision (like states).  There are 47 prefectures in 

Japan and 13 postal regions.  The number of postal 

regions was reduced to 12 in 1989.  The Japanese 

Postal Authority issued stamps across Japan to 

recognize each prefecture.  The Scott catalogue says 

that Prefecture stamps can be distinguished from 

other Japanese stamps by the style of the ideographic 

characters of “Nippon yubin” on each stamp.  This 

would be similar to the U.S. issuing the state birds 

and flowers stamps.  One of the first prefecture 

issues showed flowers of the prefectures.  Shown 

below are 2 of the 47 flower prefecture stamps. 

   
   Kagoshima (Scott Z68)          Mie (Scott Z46)  

There are over 700 prefecture issues making this a 

collecting area of its own. 

 

I hope that you have enjoyed our brief visit to Japan.  

Maybe you got some new collecting ideas, or maybe 

you just learned something about another country.  

Whatever the case may be, I want to wish you all a 

very Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year. 

 

Remember your packets of duplicates for the 

“Young Turks” and remember to bring $10.00 for 

your annual dues.  They may be paid after the 

program and before the silent auction.  If you will 

not be at the meeting you may mail your dues to Ray 

D. Perry, 2214 Allouez Ave., Green Bay, WI  54311 

(please make the check payable to GBPS). 

Stamp Shows 
(See Across the Fence Post for more details) 

Dec. 10-11 MSDA Holiday West Show, Midwest Stamp Dealers 

Assoc., Lindner Conference Center, 610 E. Butterfield Rd., 

Lombard, IL 

Feb. 11 58th Annual Exhibition and Bourse, Holiday Inn 

Express, 3100 Wellington Pl., Janesville, WI 

Mar 4-5 Stampfest ’17, Milwaukee Philatelic Society, Location 

to be announced. 

Mar 11-12 Rockford ’17, Rockford Stamp Club, Forest Hills 

Lodge, 1601 W. Lane Rd. (Hwy 173), Rockford/Loves Park, IL 

Mar 18 Baypex ’17, Green Bay Philatelic Society, St. Matthew 

Catholic Church Multi-Purpose Room, 2575 S. Webster Ave., 

Green Bay, WI 

 

Schedule of Events 
Shown below is the program schedule for the current year: 

 

December Christmas party, scavenger hunt 

January  Mounting your Stamps 

February  Way Out Topicals 

March Wrap up plans for Baypex, Discussion on 

Club’s Finances 

April  TBD 

May  Elections 

June  Joint Meeting with Appleton in Green Bay, 

  (no business meeting) 

July   Silent Auction (no business meeting) 

August  Silent Auction (no business meeting) 

 

Note:  There will be a silent auction each month. 


