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I n case you 
haven’t 

heard, October 
is National 
Stamp        
Collecting 
Month. It’s 
that time of 
year when    

we urge all philatelists to     
promote our hobby. For clubs 
this might involve providing      
exhibits or workshops at a local 
post office, library or wherever 
possible to expose philately to 
the general public.  

 The most comprehensive 
listing of promotional ideas 
I’ve ever seen is on the     
American Philatelic Society 
website at http://stamps.org/
Stamp-Collecting-Month. Give 
it a look and find a niche for  

your promotion.                             
 

 The WFSC has a            
promotional flier on its website. 
Go to www.wfscstamps.org.  
Click on “Club Resources” and 
“promotional poster.” Print out 
several copies and get them out 
and about. Seeing the National 
Stamp Collecting Month flier 
just might: 

 Remind someone of that 
old collection in the attic 
and prompt action to get it 
out and become interested 
again.  

 Stimulate a look at the  
resource files and links    
on the WFSC website and 
decide to pursue stamp 
collecting as a hobby. 

 Motivate a parent or  
grandparent to introduce  

 
 
   

 
 
 
 

  the hobby to the youngsters 
  in their family. 

 Cause some individuals    
to take a closer look at 
stamps and especially 
when buying new issues at 
the post office. Eventually 
the collecting appeal may 
take over. 

 Provoke a lone collector to 
attend a club meeting. 

 Spur a current collector to 
talk about the hobby to 
others -- perhaps even 
mentioning it on his or her 
Facebook page. 

 Happy Stamp Collecting 
Month to all and keep in mind 
that growing the hobby makes 
it more enjoyable for everyone 
involved.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

WFSC 

 
Happy 85th Birthday National Stamp Collecting Month 

flier mentioned in Karen’s article 
above. 

Your Help Is Needed 

You may not know it, but 
your help is needed. Maybe 
in your local club or maybe 
with the Federation. We all 
have talents of one form or 
another and surely we can  
all find somewhere to use 
that talent. First figure out 
what that talent is, then look 
for the time, opportunity,  
and right task. Finally talk to 
one of the officers or other 
members about helping out 
in that area. They will be 
thrilled—I promise you. 

http://stamps.org/Stamp-Collecting-Month
http://stamps.org/Stamp-Collecting-Month
http://www.wfscstamps.org
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     Across the Fence Post is the official publication of the    
Wisconsin Federation of Stamp Clubs, Inc., a 501(c)3           
non-profit organization. WFSC also is a life member of the   
APS (since 1953). For more information about WFSC, please 
visit the website, www.wfscstamps.org.    
 ATFP is published monthly September through April,      
and every other month May through August (10 issues per year). 
News of Wisconsin collectors, club news and other gratis origi-
nal philatelic features are welcomed. The editor accepts submis-
sions in any format, but prefers email if possible. The editor 
reserves  the right  to make editorial changes to submitted copy.             
  Material appearing in ATFP not carrying an individual 
copyright notice may be reproduced only by not-for-profit or-
ganizations, provided the author(s) and ATFP receive credit or 
attribution. All materials carrying an individual copyright  notice 
are the sole property of the author(s).                                       
 Unless explicitly stated by an officer in conjunction with 
official WFSC business, opinions expressed by the editor or  
individual authors are not necessarily endorsed by the WFSC.
  Submission deadlines for editorial and advertising materials 
are the 1st of the month preceding month of publication (i.e. -
Jan.1st for Feb. issue). Editorial matter should be sent to:  Ray 
D. Perry, Editor ATFP, 2214 Allouez Ave., Green Bay, WI 
54311. Phone: 920-469-8925 (fiveperrys@athenet.net).  
 Send advertising material to John St. Onge, Advertising 
Manager, ATFP, P.O. Box 123, Wales, WI 53183-0123. Phone 
262-893-5210 (jcstonge@gmail.com). For a complete list of 
advertising rates and policies (display, classified, and listings), 
request a copy from the advertising manager.  

Federation Focus—October 2016 

By WFSC President Karen Weigt 

Executive Board Meeting 
The WFSC fall Executive Board meeting will be held on Saturday, October 15 at CENWISPEX in Stevens Point, Wis. Interested 
WFSC members are always welcome to attend and participate in discussions. For further information, contact WFSC Secretary Ken 
Grant at 608-356-7593 or Kenneth.grant@uwc.edu. 
 
WFSC Historian Needed 
John Pare, our current historian, has requested to be relieved of his position as of May 2017. Please consider volunteering to take 
over for him. Contact any WFSC officer or John Pare at 608-852-7358, pare16@mhtc.net. 
 
Get Your Name on the eBlast List 
Please send your email address to our WFSC Secretary Ken Grant: Kenneth.grant@uwc.edu. Our WFSC eBlasts will keep you up to 
date on a variety of important and interesting philatelic matters.  
 

  Plans for WISCOPEX ‘17 are Underway 

By Maurice Wozniak 

 Plans for WISCOPEX ‘17 in Stevens 
Point May 6-7, 2017, are under way by the 
Central Wisconsin Stamp Club and the 
Wisconsin Federation of Stamp Clubs. 
 

 Larry Glenzer, show chairman,       
announced that he hoped to have 15-20 
dealers at the annual state show, which 
will be held at the Holiday Inn Hotel and 
Convention Center, 1001 Amber Ave., just 
east of Stevens Point on Hwy 10. It will be 
open to the public at 10 a.m. each day and 
close at 5 p.m. Saturday and 4 p.m.      
Sunday. 
 

 J.D. Manville, who operates a stamp 
store in Stevens Point, is bourse manager. 
 

 Glenzer said a variety of features are 

planned to attract stamp collectors from 
beginners to experienced. The show will 
feature free admission again, and the    
venue will allow plenty of free parking. 
 

 Besides the competitive exhibits,    
special four- and eight-page                  
noncompetitive exhibits will be            
encouraged. John Gavinski  is exhibits 
chairman for the show. Colin Fraser of 
Woodstock, N.Y., and Dan Undersander  
of Madison will be the exhibit judges. 
 

 Jay Bigalke, editor of American      
Philatelist, the journal of the American 
Philatelic Society, will speak at the dinner 
Saturday evening. Exhibit awards will be 
announced, and any new inductees in the 
Wisconsin Federation of Stamp Clubs 
Philatelic Hall of Fame will be introduced. 

 The show theme, No. 3 in the WFSC 
Wisconsin Heritage Series, will be       
Wisconsin’s Dairy Industry. An official 
pictorial show cancel will carry out that 
theme, and cacheted show covers will be 
available for purchase, Glenzer added. 
 

 An area for youth, including stamps  
for 2 cents each, as well as three silent 
auctions of donated stamps and other    
philatelic items will be offered. 
 

 A series of lectures on philatelic     
subjects will take place during the show. 
 

 The show is the annual convention of 
the Wisconsin Federation of Stamp Clubs, 
the nation’s oldest successful association 
of its kind. The annual business meeting of 
the WFSC will be held Saturday. 

http://www.wfscstamps.org
mailto:Kenneth.grant@uwc.edu
mailto:pare16@mhtc.net
mailto:Kenneth.grant@uwc.edu
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Connecting with Clubs 

NY 2016 Youth Activity Booklets Online 
 
 Wisconsin stamp clubs that either have a youth program or 
plan outreach programs at schools, libraries, and community 
events will be interested to know that they now can access a new 
resource on the WFSC website. 
 
 Two activity booklets distributed in the youth area at World 
Stamp Show New York 2016 are available for free downloads. 
The “One World, Many Stamps” booklets parallel each other in 
content with activities celebrating each continent. 
 
 One booklet is aimed at the seven and younger set while a 
second booklet is more suitable for those ages eight and older.  
 
 They can be accessed on the Wisconsin Federation of Stamp 
Clubs website at wfscstamps.org. The booklets are just one more 
tool, along with other activities and resources that are available 
for youth as well as teachers/leaders looking for engaging      
activities that promote the stamp hobby.  
 
 Each booklet begins with a page illustrated with Mexican 
cinderella stamps of costumed characters from a 1969 Christmas 
seal set and is used as an activity to demonstrate how people say 
“hello” to each other in their native tongue. 
   
 The second page features an “It’s a Small World” souvenir 
sheet from Belize and challenges youth to either play an “I Spy” 
game or to use the 26 letters of our alphabet to find an object on 
the souvenir sheet to represent each letter. 
 
 An activity related to flags of the world is one that offers an 
opportunity to complete the activity using actual postage stamps. 
The booklet then continues with a U.S. map and illustrations of 
the Greetings from America vintage postcard  style stamps. The 
activity is to circle in blue the stamp that shows where the child 
lives, to circle in red any state he/she used to live in, and to circle 
in green any state he/she wished to visit. 
 
 New York City is another activity in both booklets as well    
as an activity that depicts stamps featuring the Statue of Liberty. 
To continue the U.S. emphasis, stamps of U.S. presidents offer 
those seven and younger a chance to learn about presidential pets 
while the older youth are challenged to match famous quotes 
with each President.  
 
 The pages then take on a more worldly and international   
flavor. One page focuses on the United Nations environment  

program featuring a souvenir sheet from 1998 and the             
International Year of the Ocean. Following this is a series of 
“Let’s Celebrate...” pages with activities for each of the seven 
continents and recognizing some special event. You’ll have to 
check out these activities yourself! 
 
 Each book includes an answer key and a stamp identifier to 
aid the beginning collector in recognizing the names of countries 
that do not display their English name as we know it. A colored 
paper four-page centerfold includes some of the basics of stamp 
collecting such as tools of the trade, types of stamps, how to 
hinge stamps, etc., as well as advice for the parent and/or adult 
working with the child. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

      For ages 7 and under                   For ages 8 and up 
 
Shown below are a couple of pages from the above activity  
booklets.  Why not give them a try in your junior or youth group? 

By MaryAnn Bowman 

October Is: 

 Did you know that in addition to being National Stamp     
Collecting month, many other things are remembered and/or    
celebrated during October. Of course, stamp collecting is       
most near and dear to our hearts, but a couple of others that    
warrant mention include; Cookie Month, National Breast Cancer 
Awareness Month, Caramel Month, and Rollerskating Month. In 
addition there is Techies Day (10/3), Toot your Flute Day (10/4),     
Emergency Nurses Day (10/11), National Music Day (10/27), 
and Make a Difference Day (10/28). Some related stamps are 

shown below. See if you can pick out the topic for each stamp. 

Have fun!    
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Favorite U.S. 1932 Commemorative Stamp Ballot, One-Page           
 Exhibits, and Slania Engraved Stamps 

The Editor’s Turn 

By Ray Perry 

 This month we continue our celebration of 
WFSC’s 85th anniversary with a wonderful 
article by former ATFP editor, Aimeé Devine. 
That article begins on page 5. With this being 
an election year and thinking about Aimeé’s  
article and all the surveys being done these 
days, we thought it might be interesting to    
do an informal and completely unscientific 

survey on the favorite U.S. stamp of 1932. With that in mind I 
have put together a ballot below. Just fill it out either as individu-
als or you can vote as a club and fill in the number of votes in 
your club for each stamp. Please try to get the results to me by 
November 1. I will publish the results in the December issue. 

——————————————————————————- 

Ballot 

Favorite U.S. Commemorative Stamp of 1932 

Stamp Issue           # of Votes 

Washington Bicentennial Issue (704-15)   _________ 

Winter Olympics (716)        _________ 

Arbor Day (717)          _________ 

3¢ Summer Olympics        _________ 

5¢ Summer Olympics        _________ 

William Penn (724)         _________ 

Daniel Webster (725)        _________ 

Please complete the ballot either individually or as a club writing 
in the number of votes for each issue (1 vote per club member). 
Send the completed ballots to me via e-mail:  

fiveperrys@athenet.net 

Or via snail mail: 

      Ray D. Perry 
      2214 Allouez Ave. 
      Green Bay, WI   54311 
 
Please get the ballots to me no later than November 1 and I’ll 
publish the results in the December issue of ATFP. 
 

____________________________________________________ 

 I think this could be a fun activity for clubs to do during   
National Stamp Collecting Month. Another interesting idea for  
an activity for your club came to me via my local club, Green 
Bay Philatelic Society (GBPS) and MaryAnn Bowman. GBPS is 
having an  activity this month, but you could do it in any month. 
Members of the club will put together a one-page exhibit of no 
more than 12 stamps showing their patriotism and why they are 
proud to be from the United States. We, as a club, will select our 
favorite entry in both junior and adult divisions. We have done 
this in the past with different topics.  

 MaryAnn Bowman suggested that if  your club decides to do  

this in the next couple of months, I should get a photocopy or    
e-copy of the entries. Depending on the number, I will get them 
in a future issue of ATFP and see if we can get our webmaster to 
post them on the federation’s website. If your club is interested, 
please send the e-copies or photocopies to me at the addresses 
shown in the ballot for favorite U.S. commemorative Stamp of 
1932. 

 This month I will write about some of my favorite stamps. 
They are favorites because I really like engraved stamps and the 
engraver of these stamps was the best. Yes, I speak of none other 
than Czeslaw Slania. I know that there are philatelists in this 
state that are far more knowledgeable about Mr. Slania than I 
am, but nobody appreciates his work any more than I do. I think 
it was some of his work on U.S. stamps that first drew my     
interest. Specifically U.S. 2154 (the World War I Veterans  

stamp of 1985). This stamp is pictured below. 

 A similar looking stamp was issued the same year for the 
Korean War Veterans. This stamp has also been recognized as 
one of Slania’s engravings. In all, Slania engraved nine U.S. 
stamps. 

 Czeslaw Slania was born in Czeladz, Poland in 1922. He 
died in Krakow, Poland, in 2005. During his life he engraved 
over 1,000 stamps for some 32 different countries. He was the 
national engraver for Sweden and also engraved a large number 
of stamps for his native Poland, Denmark, and Monaco. In    
addition to his stamp engraving, his work includes numerous       
banknotes for 10 different countries. An example of one of these 
banknotes from Venezuela is shown below. 

 

 

 

 

 

               Continued on Page 5 
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Continued from Page 4 

 I was a member of the Czeslaw Slania Study Group. That  
was early on in my interest in Slania’s work, but I believe that  
the Milwaukee area, and all of Wisconsin for that matter, was 
well represented in this club. The study group put out a regular 
bulletin that was very informational. Unfortunately it disbanded 
not long after I became a member.  

 I have heard from other Slania enthusiasts that he was a 
friendly individual that would try to accommodate collectors as 
best as he could. He was a willing autographer and often would 

autograph covers or other items related to his work. Note          
the autograph near the lower right corner on the Swedish        
first-day cover shown above. This cover includes several of 
Slania’s masterpieces in a souvenir sheet (1906a) on a card                
commemorating Slania’s 70th birthday. The Swedish stamp   
issue commemorated the coronation of King Gustaf III. 

 I marvel at the detail that Slania was able to put into one of 
his engravings. His designs truly are magnificent works of art. 

Note the detail in the 4 stamps (Sweden 853-57) above, now note 
the detail in the blow up of the stamp shown on the bottom right.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Impressive, isn’t it? 

 Even some of Slania’s simpler designs are very clean and 
crisp. I use the term simpler very loosely as I’m sure none of 
them are simple, but they appear to be less detailed. Take for 
example the stamps below: Denmark 904 depicting Queen  
Margrethe and Monaco 937 depicting Prince Ranier. Again, 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

I’m not an expert, but look at the facial features and how well 
they stand out.  

 One very nice thing about collecting works of Czeslaw Slania 
is that for the most part, the stamps are in a fairly reasonable 
price range. Some are a bit more, but mostly they are affordable. 
There is also related material to collect like the autographed 
proof shown below. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 We have certainly just scratched the surface as far as Slania’s 
work is concerned. As mentioned earlier, he engraved for many 
different countries ranging from Aland to the Vatican and from 
Australia to Thailand. He engraved stamps, money, private book 
plates, illustrations, and the list goes on. I’ll leave you with one 
last pair of stamps to appreciate—a self-portrait of Slania done 
on U.N.-New York 474 (stamp on the right). The design shows 
Slania engraving U.N. –New York 473 (stamp on the left). 

 

 

 

 

 I hope my enthusiasm for this talented engraver’s work has 
whetted your appetite to learn more about him. There is much 
more to write about in the future. In the meantime, let me close 
by saying “Well Done, Mr. Slania.” 
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Feature Article 

U.S. Commemorative Stamps of 1932 
 
By Aimeé Devine 
 
 1932 started off with a philatelic bang. To celebrate the 200th anniversary of the birth of George Washington, 12 stamps were 
issued on January 1. There had been much discussion in the past few years about what the series would look like. One format   con-
sidered was the Columbian Exposition issue of 1893. However, the Washington stamps would be two-colored and include all the 
denominations from ½ cent to $5. These plans were ultimately scrapped in favor of 12 smaller, one-color stamps. The images used 
were based on portraits of Washington made during his lifetime. The denominations were left purposefully low because the country 
was still dealing with the after effects of the Great Depression.  

 The ½-cent stamp (Scott 704) is dark brown and is based on a miniature painted by Charles Wilson Peale in 1777. The green 
1cent stamp (Scott 705) shows a profile bust of Washington sculpted by Jean Antoine Houdon in 1785. The 1½-cent stamp (Scott  
706) is light-brown in color and is modeled after another Peale painting, the "Virginia Colonel,” which was made at Mount Vernon 
in 1772. The fourth stamp in the series is the 2-cent red (Scott 707) taken from a Gilbert Stuart painting done at Germantown, Pa. in 
1796. The 3-cent purple stamp (Scott 708) was painted by Peale at Valley Forge in 1777. Washington is dressed in a general’s   
uniform and wears a cocked hat. The 4-cent warm brown issue (Scott 709) is also a Peale portrait. The 5-cent stamp (Scott 710) was 
printed in blue and was painted by Peale in 1795. The next stamp, the 6-cent orange (Scott 711) shows Washington in uniform and 
was painted by John Trumbull in 1792. The ninth stamp in the series, the 7-cent (Scott 712) is printed in black and is based on a  
full-length portrait by Trumbull. In it, Washington is dressed in a colonial uniform. The olive green 8-cent stamp (Scott 713) was 
made from a crayon drawing by Charles B. J. F. Saint Memin in Philadelphia in 1798. Washington is facing left. The 9 cents stamp 
(Scott 714) is salmon pink and is taken from a pastel portrait drawn from life by W. Williams in 1794. The last stamp in the series 
(Scott 715) is yellow and is 10 cents. It is based on a 1795 painting by Gilbert Stuart.   

 

 

 

 In honor of the third Winter Olympic Games, the Post Office issued a red 2-cent stamp (Scott 716) on January 25 in Lake    

Placid, N.Y. The games were held at Lake Placed from February 4th - February 13th. The design features a ski jumper going down a      

snow-covered mountain. Seventeen countries participated in the games. The United States took home six gold, four silver, and two 

bronze medals.  The governor of New York, Franklin D. Roosevelt opened the games. Later that year he would be elected President 

of the United States.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

                              Continued on Page 7 
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Commemorative Stamps of 1932  

Continued from Page 6  

 

 The next issue of 1932 was to commemorate the 60th anniversary of the establishment of Arbor Day. It also honored the 100th 
anniversary of the birth of the founder of Arbor Day, Julius Sterling North. The 2-cent red stamp (Scott 717) was issued on April 22 
and created quite a stir because the boy and girl pictured belonged to the director of the Bureau of Engraving and Printing. The   
design was based on a photograph of the children planting a tree in front of their home in Washington, D.C. In the end it was       
decided that since the children were not being honored, it wasn’t a violation of the rule that living persons must not be represented 
on stamps.  

 

 

 The United States also hosted the tenth Summer Olympic Games that year. Two stamps were issued for this event. The 3-cent 
violet stamp (Scott 718) shows an Olympic runner at the starting mark. [You may have noticed that the postal rate for domestic   
letters increased a penny. This took effect on July 6, 1932.] 

 

 The 5-cent blue stamp (Scott 719) shows the famous ancient Greek statue Discus Thrower with a world globe in the background. 

Many athletes were unable to attend the games due to the worldwide economic depression. Only 37 countries participated. The  

United States took home 41 gold, 32 silver, and 30 bronze medals. 

  

 

 1932 saw the 250th anniversary of the arrival of William Penn to America. The 3-cent violet stamp (Scott 724) shows a              

22-year- old Penn in armor and was taken from a portrait done in London in 1666. Penn lived from 1644 to 1718 and was the   

founder of the colony of Pennsylvania. 

 

 

 

 

 

                              Continued on Page 8 
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Commemorative Stamps of 1932 Continued 

Continued from Page 6  
 
 The last commemorative issue of 1932 was in honor of the 150th anniversary of the birth of Daniel Webster. The violet 3-cent 
stamp (Scott 725) was issued on October 24. The image on the stamp comes from a marble bust done of Webster at his birthplace   
in New Hampshire. The sculptor was Daniel Chester French. Webster served as a U.S. congressman, a U.S. senator, and as U.S. 
secretary of state. In June of 1840, one month after the first British stamps were issued, Webster submitted a resolution to the Senate 
proposing the use of postage stamps. Unfortunately nothing at the time came of Webster’s proposal. Copies of his resolution are held 
in the Royal Philatelic Collection and can be viewed at http://postalmuseum.si.edu/queen's/reformgoesglobal.html  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Editor’s Note:  The author of this article, Aimeé Devine, is the immediate past editor of Across the Fence Post. Many thanks to 
Aimeé for her contribution to this issue and her dedication to putting out a quality publication in the past. 
 

Check out our show schedule online...                                         

               www.foxriverstamps.com  

P.O. Box 6, Salem, WI 53168 

US Mint Sheets, PNCs, EFOs,  

Test Stamps, Locals 

Back of Book, Cinderellas,  

Ducks, FDCs, and Covers 

 

Save the date… 

 

 

The American Topical Association Presents 

 

National Topical Stamp Show 

 

June 23-25, 2017—Milwaukee 

New Book After All These Years 
 I received an interesting call the other day. The caller ID on the television indicated it was from a Ken Herst. The name was      
vaguely familiar, but I couldn’t place it. Well, I answered and it became clear why the name was familiar. The voice on the other  
end introduced himself as Ken Herst, son of the late Herman “Pat” Herst, Jr. It turns out that Pat’s wife found a nearly completed 
book tucked away in a shoe box in the proverbial closet. Now Pat has been gone for some 17 years, but he has a new book out titled 
“Put a Stamp on It.” Herst is known for his compelling stories about his many years as both a stamp dealer on Nassau Street and as a 
stamp collector. He has written such popular books as “Nassau Street” and “Stories to Collect Stamps By.”  Many may remember  
his column called, “Herst’s Outbursts,” that appeared in many philatelic publications.  

 Ken says that the current book is a compilation of 77 stories 
involving stamps that have “intercepted” historical events. He  
has embarked on an ambitious quest to contact each stamp club  
in the United States to inform them of the new book and help 
drive its sales. He mentioned to me that he has almost completed 
contacting all clubs east of the Mississippi. 

 I have read two of Herst’s books and can verify they were 
both good reads. I look forward to this new book available from 
Amazon.com or you can get an autographed copy directly from 
Ken Herst at kenherstbook@cox.net. I believe that Ken said there 
is a volume discount for the purchase of five or more copies of 
the book, so you may want to place an order as a club or smaller 
clubs may want to go in together on an order.     By Ray D. Perry 

http://postalmuseum.si.edu/queen's/reformgoesglobal.html
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Special Halloween Article 

MONSTERS, INC.  

By Clete Delvaux  

 What costume did the grandchildren choose to wear this Halloween? Very likely they will have chosen to go trick-or-treating as 
Frankenstein or Dracula. 

 The summer of 2016 marks the 200th anniversary of the creation of these two “monsters.” That summer was a “wet ungenial  
summer” throughout Europe. Mary Wollstonecraft Godwin, her soon-to-be-husband poet Percy Bysshe Shelley, and her stepsister 
Claire Clairmont were visiting the poet Lord Byron and his personal physician John Polidori. Byron had rented a villa on the shores 
of Lake Geneva in Switzerland. Kept indoors by the inclement weather, the five turned to reading and telling fantastic “ghost       
stories.” Byron proposed that each of the company write his or her own fantastic tale.  

 After thinking for days, Mary dreamt about a scientist who created life and was horrified by what he had 
made. That dream evolved into her story “Frankenstein or The Modern Prometheus.”  

 Although the name Frankenstein has become associated with the monster itself, 
Victor Frankenstein is actually the name of the rather mad scientist who created the 
monster. Also the subtitle “The Modern Prometheus” is usually dropped from the 
title today. But Mary Shelley chose it purposely. Prometheus was the Titan in Greek 
mythology who created mankind at the behest of Zeus. He made a being in the    
image of the gods that could have a spirit breathed into it. The myth parallels Victor 
Frankenstein’s work of creating a being by new (modern) means. 

 Mary’s book was first published anonymously on March 11, 1818, with a preface 
by Percy Shelley, now her husband, and a dedication to her philosopher-father    
William Godwin. A second edition was published in 1822, naming Mary as the author. The first popular   
edition, which tends to be the one mostly read today, appeared on October 31, 1831 (Halloween). 

 Frankenstein is infused with elements of the Gothic novel and the Romantic Movement. It is also considered to be one of the  
earliest examples of science fiction. It has been both well received and disregarded or condemned. But there can be no doubt that 
Frankenstein has had a considerable influence on subsequent literature and popular culture and spawned a complete genre of horror 
stories, films, plays, and TV programming. 

 That same summer of 1816 saw the genesis of another novelette that was to influence our literature and culture down to the    
present. When Byron had suggested to his guests at Villa Diodati on Lake Geneva that they write their 
own ghost stories, his own physician, John Polidori had taken up the challenge and produced a tale that 
would equal “Frankenstein” in its influence on future literature and culture. Polidori 
titled his short fiction “The Vampyre.” 

When “The Vampyre” was first published on April 1, 1819, the authorship was at 
first attributed to Byron. However, Byron denied that he had written it, and later 
printings removed Byron’s name and added Polidori’s to the title page. 

 The story became an immediate popular success “partly because it exploited the 
gothic horror predilections of the public. Polidori transformed the vampire from a 
character in folklore into a form that is recognized today—an aristocratic fiend who 
preys among high society. “The Vampyre” is “often viewed as the progenitor of the 

romantic vampire of fantasy fiction…the first story to successfully fuse the disparate elements of vampirism into 
a coherent literary genre.”  

 The elements of “The Vampyre” were taken up by many  authors. Perhaps the     
greatest of these was Bram Stoker, whose Dracula became the standard. But Polidori’s story continues to 
haunt us today through Anne Rice’s works, TV’s “Buffy the Vampire Slayer,” and others too numerous to 
mention here.  

 Although these two “monsters” are 200 years old, they live 

on in modern times—even on our postage stamps.  

 

Editor’s Note: Last month I mentioned that we might be            

treated to more of Clete Delvaux’s articles. No sooner had the 

September issue of ATFP been printed than Clete offered this 

article for our October issue. I couldn’t resist including it.          

Thanks Clete.  
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WFSC Historian Needed 

In case you missed it on page 2, WFSC Historian, John Pare, is retiring from his 
position effective in May, 2017. The federation is looking for a volunteer to take 
over for John. If you are interested, please contact any WFSC officer or John Pare 
at 608-852-7358, pare16@mhtc.net. 

Wisconsin Philatelic Hall of Fame Nominations 

 The WFSC recognizes up to three prominent Wisconsin philatelists per year for their contributions 
to the hobby. Nominations for 2017 candidates for the Wisconsin Philatelic Hall of Fame are due   
December 31, 2016. Qualifications required of nominees are: 

 Contributions of a purely local club nature shall not be the sole reason for selection to the Hall of 
Fame. 

 A deceased philatelist may not be nominated or considered for selection until three years after 
his/her death. 

 Only WFSC member clubs may submit nominations, each nomination must be seconded by two 
other member clubs. The nominating club is responsible for making arrangements with the seconding 
clubs to provide those seconds. The nomination and seconds should be sent together to the chairman of 
the Hall of Fame Committee. 
 A nomination should include a statement identifying the nominee, a short philatelic biography, and 
the reasons why that person should be selected for the Wisconsin Philatelic Hall of Fame. Send the 
nomination and seconds to Robert J. Mather, Chairman, Hall of Fame Committee, S56 W29562     
Roanoke Dr., Waukesha, WI 53189-9035 or burrobob@wi.rr.com. 

WISCOPEX ‘17 LOGO 

 Did you notice in Maurice’s article on page 
2 that plans for WISCOPEX ‘17 to be held at 
the Holiday Inn in Stevens Point on May 6 and 
7, 2017 are well under way. Shown below is 
the logo for that show. Please feel free to use  
as appropriate to help promote our state show. 

 Shown below are the number of U.S.   
postal employees starting in 1926 and every 
10 years thereafter. Data is from the Annual 
Report of the Postmaster General and include 
total “regular” through 1966, “full-time” 
through 1976, and “career” since then. 

   1926  245,769 

   1936  249,882  

   1946  293,957 

   1956  373,383  

   1966  474,403 

   1976  542,604 

   1986  744,929 

   1996  760,966 

   2006  696,138 

   2015  491,863 

 I’m not sure what this means, but it           
is interesting to me that the number of        
employees peaked in the 1980s and 90s. The 
highest number was in 1999 at 797,795. It has 
declined every year since 1999 down    to 
488,300 in 2014. As you can see in the num-
bers above it increased slightly in 2015. 

Yes, It’s 
 

Time to 

 

Think 

CHRISTMAS! 
To have your club’s name added  

to the WFSC Christmas 
greetings page that appears in 
the December issue of ATFP, 

Send $10 by November 1, 2016 to: 
 

John St. Onge, ATFP 
Advertising/Dealer Relations 

P.O. Box 123 
Wales, WI   53183 

 

(262) 893-5210 
jcstonge@gmail.com 

mailto:pare16@mhtc.net
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List your show, bourse, auction or other event here! 
Contact Karen Weigt, 4184 Rose Ct., Middleton, WI 53562.   

Phone: 608-836-1509, (kweigt@tds.net) 

 

 

 

 

WFSC Show Schedule 

WFSC CLUB SHOWS 

(Some dates and details may be subject to change, and there will likely be additional listings.) 

 
12/16 

www.jadecostampandhobby.com 9/17 

Back issues of ATFP 
can be viewed online at 
www.wfscstamps.org. 

April 9, 2017 

DANEPEX ’17 
 Badger Stamp Club 

Crowne Plaza Hotel, 4402 E. 
Washington Ave. (across from 

East Towne Mall), Madison, WI  
10 a.m. to 4 p.m. (contact: Bob 

Voss P.O. Box 35, McFarland, WI 
53558 (608) 838-1033 
lestamps@charter.net 

Judged exhibits, bourse 

9/16 

We maintain one of the                         
largest inventories                                  

of United States stamps                          
in the Midwest.                                        

See us at — 

           Monroe - October 8 

TOSAPEX - Oct 29-30

               

October 29-30, 2016 

TOSAPEX ’16                                          
Wauwatosa Philatelic Society          

St. Aloysius Gonzaga Hall                  
1435 So. 92nd St.                                

West Allis, WI                                   
Sat. 10 a.m. - 5 p.m.                      
Sun. 10 a.m. - 3 p.m.                    

Contact: Carol Schutta                 
5401 Portage Ave.                         

Milwaukee, WI 53224                            
262-388-1453                             

harryncarolschutta@gmail.com 
www.Milwaukeephilatelic.org        

 

November 5, 2016 

TRI-STATE STAMP EXPO  
Tri-State Stamp Club                           

Northeast Iowa Community College                                    

9342 NICC Dr.                                    
Peosta, IA                                                  

9 a.m. to 3 p.m.                                      
Contact: Sally Maier                   

563-451-3196                            
3statestamp@gmail.com                

Exhibits, bourse  

November 19, 2016 

OSHKOSH STAMP BOURSE     
Oshkosh Philatelic Society              

Elk’s Club                                             
175 W. Fernau Ave.                      

Oshkosh, WI                                     
9 a.m. to 3 p.m.                                     

Contact: Dave Carney                  
920-687-9077                  

dcarney1@new.rr.com            
Bourse only  

May 6-7, 2017 

                    WISCOPEX ’17  

                       WFSC 85th  
                      Annual Convention  

                                       
Hosted by Central Wisconsin 
Stamp Club, Holiday Inn, 1001 
Amber Ave., Stevens Point, WI 

Sat. 10-5, Sun. 10-4                              
Conatact: J.D. Manville 

(715) 341-5555 
jadeco@charter.net 

Judged exhibits, seminars, and 
bourse   

 

July, 2017 

(date to be announced) 

BAY DE NOC STAMP AND 
COIN SHOW 

Bay de Noc Stamp and Coin Club 
Bay College, M-TEC Bldg., 2000 

N. 30th St., Escanaba, MI 
10 a.m. to 3 p.m. EDT 

Contact: Richard Reiffers      
(906) 233-5574 

Bourse only 

July 29, 2017 

12th LAKELAND COIN AND 
STAMP CLUB SUMMER 

SHOW Lakeland Stamp and 
Coin Club 

Woodruff Town Hall, Hwy 47E, 
Woodruff, WI    9 a.m. to 3 p.m. 
Contact:  Dean Marin, P.O. Box 

202, Woodruff, WI 54568 
(715) 356-9453 

Bourse only 

October 1-2, 2016 

Prospect Heights, IL 
 

MSDA Show North 
Midwest Stamp Dealers Assoc. 

Country Inn & Suites,               
600 Milwaukee Ave. 

Bourse only 

 

March 18, 2017 

BAYPEX ’17 
 Green Bay Philatelic Society 
St. Matthew Catholic Church 

Multi-Purpose Room 
2575 S. Webster Ave. 

Green Bay, WI 
9 a.m. to 4 p.m.  

Contact: Ray D. Perry 
920-469-8925,                     five-

perrys@athenet.net 
Exhibits and bourse 

 

October 15, 2016 

CENWISPEX ‘16                               
Central Wisconsin Stamp Club                         

Holiday Inn Stevens Point                                   
1001 Amber Ave.                                        
Stevens Point, WI                                                
10 a.m. to 4 p.m.                                            

Contact: J.D. Manville                                          
715-341-5555                           

jadeco@charter.net                    
Exhibits, bourse 

February 11, 2017 

58th ANNUAL EXHIBITION 
AND BOURSE 

 Janesville Stamp Club 
Holiday Inn Express, 3100 Wel-
lington Pl., Janesville, WI 
9:30 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
Contact Aimee Devine, 2111 E. 
Luther Rd., Janesville, WI 53545 
             (608) 758-1354                         
spanishmoss72@sbcglobal.net 
         Exhibits, bourse 
 

March 4-5, 2017 

 STAMPFEST ’17 
Milwaukee Philatelic Society                                    

 Location to be announced. Greater 
Milwaukee, WI. Sat. 10am to 5pm 

Sunday 10 am to 3 pm. 
Contact: Tom Zacharias  

414-321-4362 or 414-852-4019 
Bourse only 

OTHER MAJOR SHOWS  
AND BOURSES  

FREE CLASSIFIED 
ADS 

If you are a WFSC                       
member club,                                           

a member-at-large,  or an 
individual belonging to a WFSC 

member club,                                                    
you are entitled to two free ads                                             

of 25 words per year.                                                            

October 8, 2016 

MONROE STAMP AND   
POSTCARD SHOW             
Monroe Stamp Club                       

Monroe Moose Lodge                   
(Behind Farm & Fleet)                         

639 Third Ave.                                     
Monroe, WI                                                   

9 a.m. to 2:30 p.m.                         
Contact: Randy Riese                            

608-558-6430                               
rdriese@tds.net                                               

Bourse only 

October 8, 2016 

Joliet, IL 
 

Will County Stamp Show 
Naperville Area Stamp Club and 
Philatelic Club of Will County, 

Messiah Lutheran Church 
40 S. Houbolt Rd. 

Bourse only 

November 18-20, 
2016 

Itasca, IL 
 

CHICAGOPEX ‘16 
Chicago Philatelic Society, 

Westin Chicago 
Northwest Hotel 
400 Park Blvd. 

 
Judged exhibits, seminars, 

and bourse 

November 26, 2016 

Countryside, IL 
 

SUPEX ‘16 
Suburban Collector’s Club  

of Chicago, 
Operating Engineer’s Hall 

LaGrange Rd. and Joliet Rd. 
 

Bourse only 

Collect 

Stamps 

Try  
Exhibiting 

Stamps 

Volunteer at 
your local club 

or for the      
Federation 

http://www.jadecostampandhobby.com
http://www.wfscstamps.org
https://us-mg205.mail.yahoo.com/compose?to=jadeco@charter.net
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