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NEWSLETTER OF THE WISCONSIN FEDERATION OF STAMP CLUBS 

By WFSC Pres. Allan C. Marcus 

2001-03 Presidential 
Appointments 
As mentioned last 
month, here's the listing 
of those who keep our 

federation moving 

forward: 
• American Phila

telic Society Rep: 
Karen Weigt - Handle 
WFSC chapter member
ship matters. 

• Corporate 
Registered Agent: Karen Weigt - Ensure that 
annual WFSC incorporation reports are filed . 

• Finance Committee: Chrmn. Deanna 
Juhnke, Jim Maher, Fred Ziemann - Maintain 
inventory control, prepare annual budgets, 
review project and newsletter budgets, and 
make financial recommendations to the WFSC 
Executive Board. 

• Publicity and Public Relations Commit
tee: co-Chrmn. MaryAnn Bowman and Karen 
Weigt - Promote a positive and up-front image 
of the WFSC through a variety of means. 

• Judging Committee: Chrrnn. Frank 
Moertl, Jim Maher, Vern Witt - Maintain a 

listing of WFSC judges and apprentices, 
provide judges and judging guidelines for local 
WFSC member club shows, recruit and train 
new judges, and provide awards criteria and 
current judging sheets. 

• Wisconsin Stamp Suggestion Commit
tee: (vacant) - When deemed necessary, 
prepare letters of opinion to the U.S. Postal 
Service, research potential Wisconsin-related 
stamp subjects, submit correspondence to 
various officials (including the Citizens' Stamp 
Advisory Committee) to promote Wisconsin
related U.S . Postal Service issues . 

• Bylaws Committee: Chrrnn. Karen 
Weigt, Brian J. Liedtke - Periodically review 
existing bylaws and standing rules, recommend 
amendments to reflect changing times and 
functions of the WFSC, and consider suggested 
amendments made by others . 

(continued on p. 3) 

WISCOPEX '02 - Call for Exhibits 
Request a copy of the prospectus and exhibit 
entry form by writing to: Tim Wait, 1718 
Northrock Ct. , Rockford, IL 61103 . Include 
an SASE. Entry deadline : February 1, 2002. 

By A TFP Editor Karen Weigt 

Editor's Comments 
Just a week before press date, terrorists 
attacked our country with devastating effects. 
Suddenly, stamp collecting and ATFP seemed 
so very irrelevant. And like many, I found it 

difficult to concentrate on almost anything but 
the news . In light of these feelings, I thought it 
appropriate to go back and make the changes 
needed to create space for the remembrance 
shown below. God bless America! ■ 

Remembering 
those who 
perished 
Septem her 11, 

UNIT,D $TATU POSTAGE: 

2001 
World Trade Center, New York City 
Pentagon Building, Arlington, VA 

American Airlines Rights 11 and 77 
United Airlines Flights 93 and 175 

I 



October 20 
SHEBOYGAN STAMP & COIN SHOW 

Sheboygan Stamp Club 
Sheboygan Armory, 516 Broughton Dr., 
Sheboygan (Contact: Edwin Rautmann, 

P.O. Box 907, Sheboygan, WI 53082 -
920-452-0054, keppert@bytehead.com) 

February 17, 2002 
CENWISPEX '02 

Central Wisconsin Stamp Club 
Elks Club, 1132 Clark St, Stevens Point 
(Contact: Deanna Juhnke 3701 Jordan 

Ln., Stevens Point, WI 54481 -
715-341-3465) 

Show Calendar and Registry 
List your show, bourse, auction or event 

~ FREE for WFSC member-club shows - classified rates for 
non-members and all other events 

Oct. 27 & Nov. 17 
STAMP AND COIN FAIR (bourse) 

Wisconsin Valley Philatelic Society 
Saturday IO a.m. - 4 p.m. 

Cedar Creek Outlet Mall, IO IO I Market 
Rd., Rothschild (Exit 185 Business 51 

Rothschild) (Contact: Jim Johnson, 
715-359-4326) (3/02) 

March 9-10, 2002 
WISCOPEX '02 

hosted by Rockford Stamp Club 
Forest Hills Lodge, 9500 Forest Hills 
Rd., Rockford, IL (Contact: Dwane 

Kaplenk, P.O. Box 230 I, Rockford, IL 
61131 - 815-398-0813, rockaires@xta.com) 

October 27-28 
TOSAPEX '01 

Wauwatosa Philatelic Society 
St. Aloysius Gonzaga Hall, 1435 So. 

92nd St., West Allis (Contact: WPS, P.O. 
Box 13102, Wauwatosa, WI 53213) 

March 23, 2002 
BAYPEX '02 

Green Bay Philatelic Society 
Ramada Inn Green Bay, 27 50 Ramada 

Way, Green Bay (Contact Gordy Lindner, 
1002 Ameriy Tr., Green Bay, WI 54311 

- 920-465-6692) 

April 13, 2002 
OUTAPEX '02 

Outagamie Philatelic Society 
Columbus Club, 2531 N. Richmond St., 
Appleton (Contact: Al Marcus, P.O. Box 

11, Appleton, WI 54912) 

February 16, 2002 
43rd Annual Exhibition and Bourse 

Janesville Stamp Club 
Craig Center, 4-H Fairgrounds, Janesville 
(Contact: Valerie Cook, 1604 So. Crosby, 
Janesville, WI 53546 - 608-754-6497) 

April 6, 2002 
DANEPEX '02 

Badger Stamp Club 
Madison Turners Hall, 300 I So. 

Stoughton Rd., Madison (Contact: John 
Pare, 7834 E. Oakbrook Cir., Madison, 

WI 53717 - 608-829-2988; 
msjpsp@chorus.net) 

April 20, 2002 
SHEBOYGAN STAMP & COIN SHOW 

Sheboygan Stamp Club 
Sheboygan Armory, 516 Broughton Dr., 
Sheboygan (Contact: Edwin Rautmann, 

P.O. Box 907, Sheboygan, WI 53082 -
920-452-0054, keppert@bytehead.com) 

ACROSS THE FENCE POST is the official publication 

of the Wisconsin Federation of Stamp Clubs, Inc., a 

50l(c)(3) non-profit organization and life member of the 

APS since 1953. For WFSC membership information, contact 

the Central Office. 

ATFP is published monthly Sept.-Apr. ; bimonthly May-Aug. News 

of Wisconsin collectors, club news and gratis original articles related 

to philately are welcomed. The editor accepts submissions in any 

format, but reserves the right to make minor editing changes to 

conform with our style sheet. Material not carrying an individual 

copyright notice may be reproduced only by not-for-profit organiza

tions , provided the author(s) and publication receive credit for any 

reprinted material. Unless explicitly stated by an officer in conjunction 

with official WFSC business, opinions expressed by individual authors are 

not necessarily endorsed by the WFSC. 

Submission deadlines are for the month preceding month of 

publication as follows: advertising-1st of the month; editorial 

matter-5th of the month. Send editorial matter and stamp show 

calendar and cover listings to: Karen Weigt, Editor, ATFP, 4184 Rose 

Ct., Middleton, WI 53562 - phone 608-836-1509 [karenweigt@cs.com]. 

Send ads to: Jim and Renee Seiler, Advertising Managers, ATFP, P.O. 

Box 247, Reedsville, WI 54230 - phone 920-772-4297 

[jcseiler@webtv.net] . For a complete list of advertising rates and policies 

(display, classified and listings), see the July-August 2000 issue of ATFP, 

or request a copy from the advertising managers. 



President's Message 
continued from p. 1 

• Awards Chairman: John Fagan -
Maintain awards inventory, prepare awards and 
ensure that they are properly distributed. 

• Committee on Exhibitions: Chrrnn. 
Claude Giralte, Charles Shoemaker, Robert 
Matzek - Serve as counsel to WISCOPEX host 
clubs and periodically review and update the 
Rules for Annual Exhibitions (BLUE BOOK). 

• Nominating Committee: Chrrnn. Vern 
Witt, Greg Schmidt, Paul T. Schroeder -
Canvass WFSC clubs for qualified candidates 
for the offices of president, VP, secretary, and 
treasurer. 

• Hall of Fame -
Committee: Chrmn. Frank Moertl, Greg 

Schmidt, Jim Maher - Publicize the WFSC 
Wisconsin Philatelic Hall of Fame, seek and 
screen nominations, and ensure that Hall of 
Fame functions and formal inductions are 
handled in an orderly and respectable fashion . 

Pennanent Record Book: Frank Moertl -
House and keep the book up to date. 

• Historian: Verna Shackleton - Gather 
and maintain the historical files and WFSC 
memorabilia. 

• Newsletter -
Editor: Karen Weigt - Produce Across the 

Fence Post and maintain the WFSC Show 
Calendar and Registry . 

Ad Managers: Jim and Renee Seiler -
Solicit ads and handle associated monetary 
matters . 

Distributor: Charles Shoemaker - Perform 
all tasks involved with mailing each issue of 
ATFP to the WFSC membership. 

Committee: Chrmn. Karen Weigt, 
Mary Ann Bowman, Brian J. Liedtke - Set 
guidelines for the editor, both present and 
future, and serve as counsel to the editor. 

• BLUE BOOK: Greg Schmidt - Prepare 
and disseminate updated WFSC BLUE BOOK 
pages as needed. 

• Wisconsin on Stamps, 2nd Edition -
Editor: Karen Weigt - Produce the 

publication. 
Publications Committee: Chrrnn. Deanna 

Juhnke, Mary Ann Bowman, Jim Maher, Greg 
Schmidt - Serve as counsel to the editor. 

• Cover Exchange Program: MaryAnn 
Bowman - Publicize the annual program and 
handle exchanges . 

• Club Trivia Contest: Mary Ann Bowman 
- Compose questions and review entries to 
determine the winner. 

• Show/Bourse/Meeting Info Flier: Karen 
Weigt - Gather information and produce the 
annual flier. 

• Club Exhibit Pages Promotional Pro
gram: Mary Ann Bowman - Prepare the 
annual set of pages for club use. ■ 

WFSC Announcements 

2001 COVER EXCHANGE PROGRAM 
The exchange offer will expire October 31, 
with returns being made by mid-November. 
See the September 2001 issue of ATFP for 
details of exchange rules. 

CALL FOR HALL OF FAME NOMINATIONS 
Nominations for the 2002 Wisconsin Philatelic 
Hall of Fame must be submitted by December 
31, 2001. For details of qualifications and 
nominating procedures, see the September 2001 
issue of ATFP or request information from 
Karen Weigt, Secy., WFSC, 4184 Rose Ct., 
Middleton, WI 53562. 

2001 BLUE BOOK UPDATE PAGES 
AVAILABLE 
To order your set of 2001 pages, send $4 to: 
Greg Schmidt, 1978 Fox Burrow Ct., Neenah, 
WI 54956. Make checks payable to WFSC. 

/ 

Remember the WFSC 
in Your Will 

Wauwatosa Philatelic Society 
presents 

TOSAPEX 2001 
October 27-28 
Gonzaga Hall 

92nd Street and Greenfield 

Saturday - 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
Sunday - 10 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. 

Dealer Bourse 
Stamp Exhibits 
Postal Station 

Commemorative Cacheted Cover 
Special Show Cancel 

Free Parking 
Wheelchair Accessible 

Contact: WPS, P.O. Box 13102, Wauwatosa, WI 53213 

, 
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By WFSC Secy. Karen Weigt 
4184 Rose Ct., Middleton, WI 53562 

This issue's "President's Message" lists 

volunteers involved with WFSC administrative 
efforts. Here, we recognize the folks who lead 
our local clubs, without which there would be 
no need for a federation . 

These VIPs were elected this past spring 
and serve clubs that operate according to the 
philatelic year, traditionally kicked off with the 

American Philatelic Society ST AMPS HOW 
held in late August. Other WFSC clubs follow 
the calendar year, where elections are held in 
December. 

2001-02 Janesville Stamp Club officers 
are: Pres . Dan Hammell, VP Mel Stahl, Secy .
Treas. Dwane Kaplenk, and board member 
Gary Wentworth. 

Although Kenosha Stamp and Cover Club 
officers serve two-year terms, elections are 
held annually. A president and vice president 

are elected one year; a secretary and treasurer 
the next. Results of the KSCC 2001 elections 
were : Pres . Joseph Renkas, VP Carl Sandine, 

and Treas. Leonard Glass. In this unusual 
election, the treasurer will serve for one year to 
fill a vacancy in the position. 

Now leading the Badger Stamp Club 
(Madison) are: Pres . Curt Shawkey, VP Bert 
Hart, Secy . Charles Shoemaker, Treas . Art 
Arntsen, and board members John Rettig and 
Myra Reilly . 

BSC is one of the groups that spends the 
summer months planning a yearly calendar of 
educational programs . Upcoming topics are: 

Sept. l - Comments on APS STAMPSHOW 
Oct. 6 - Greenland Cinderella Material 
Nov. 3 - Philatelic Resources at Madison-

area Libraries 
Dec. l - Life Beyond Stamp Collecting: 

Members' Other Hobbies/Interests 
Jan. 5 - Philately Recognizes HIV/ AIDS 
Feb . 2 - Clothesline Exhibits 

Mar. 2 - Preparing an Exhibit 

May 4 - Marine Corps Topical Collecting 
BSC meets twice a month with an auction 

held at each second monthly meeting . 
DANEPEX '02 is scheduled for April 6. 

Results of the Wisconsin Postal History 
Society's 2001 elections were truly historic! 
For 27 years , Merwin Leet held the office of 
president while Frank Moertl served as the 
society's secretary. Officers are now listed as: 

Pres . Frank Moertl, VP James Maher, Secy . 
Bill Robinson, Treas . Greg Schmidt, and 
director Merwin Leet. Unfortunately, some of 
the shifting of positions was due to illness . 

Current WPHS projects consist of produc
ing publications on Wisconsin Civil War 

patriotic covers , history of the USS Wisconsin, 
and Wisconsin "Return to Sender" auxiliary 
cancels . For further information about the 

WPHS and an application for membership, 
write to: Bill Robinson, Secy ., WPHS, P.O. 
Box 12492, Green Bay, WI 54307. 

Outagamie Philatelic Society officers for 
this stamp club year are: Pres. Gene Clark, VP 

Darwin Hintz, Secy . Herman Tollenaar, and 

Treas . Verna Shackleton. Programs scheduled 
include: 

Sept. 20 - Swap and Shop, Quiz 
Oct. 18 - Dealer's Night 
Jan. 17 - Dealer' s Night 
Feb. 21 - WFSC Trivia Contest 
Apr. 18 - Scavenger Hunt 
Months not listed feature auctions or social 

events . 

Green Bay Philatelic Society 2001-02 
officers are : Pres. Gordy Lindner, VP Bill 
Feldhausen, Secy. Thomas Johnston, and 
Treas. Ken Coakley. 

Results of this spring's Northwoods Phil
atelic Society (Iron Mountain, Ml) elections 
were: Pres . Eric Richter, VP Al LeBlanc, Secy . 
Jim Stearns, and Treas . Mark Pleyte. 

Lake County Philatelic Society (Gurnee, 
IL) officers re-elected are: Pres . Fred 
Schaefer, VP Glenn Zinck, Secy. Howard 

Shaughnessy, and Treas . Walter Veile . 
Officers steering the Oshkosh Philatelic 

Society are : Pres . Hank Schmidt, VP Gilbert 
LaBudde, Secy . Orion Hintz, and Treas. Paul 
T . Schroeder. Here are the OPS plans for the 
year: 

Sept. 4 - Pick and Poke Mixture 
Sept. 17 - APS Slide Show 
Oct . 2 -Auction 
Nov . 6 - U.S. Postal Cards 

Nov . 19 - Dealers' Night 
Dec. 4 - Philatelic Gift Exchange 

Jan . 8 - Linn's Stamp Popularity Contest 
Jan. 21 - Travelogue 
Feb . 5 -A Million Machins 
Feb . 18 - Auction 
Mar. 5 - APS Slide Show 
Mar. 18 - Dealers' Night 

Apr. 2 - Military Covers 
Apr. 15 - Auction 

May 7 - Bidding on the Internet 
Additional OPS plans are for a philatelic 

dinner in October, elections in May, and a 
summer picnic. ■ 

Club News 
KENOSHA STAMP AND COVER CLUB 
NAMES 2000 MEMBER OF THE YEAR 
Carl Sandine received the KSCS 's 2000 Jack 

Larsen Memorial Award . The award honors the 
club's member of the year and was presented at 
the group's annual May banquet. 

Past recipients of the award are: 

1986 Serge Gontscharow 

1987 Robert Kemble 

1988 Irmgard Daniels 

1989 Dennis Mueller 

1990 Alden Felland 

1992 Robert Balcome 

I 993 Serge Logan 

1994 Larry Schall 

1995 Serge Logan 

1996 Helen Larsen 
I 991 Helen Larsen I 997 Joe Renkas 

1998 Alice Bieda and Joe Renkas 

1999 Linda Books 

Wisconsin Exhibitors On 
the National Scene 
The American Topical Association 's National 
Topical Stamp Show 2001 was held June 22-24 , 
in Mesa, AZ. Congratulations to Wisconsin 
exhibitors who won the following awards : 

Open Competition 

Gold - Man Beneath the Sea, by Roland Essig 
Vermeil-The Donkey in Man 's World, by 

Robert J. Mather 

Single-Frame Competition 

Silver - Daedalus and Icarus, by Jack Green 
Silver - Project Gemini, by Jack Green 

The annual American Association of Phila
telic Exhibitors Youth Championship competi
tion was also held in conjunction with the 
show. Wisconsin youth who had the honor of 
participating with their exhibits were: 

• Danielle Henak with On Wisconsin 
• Sara Henak with Puma Concolor 

• 
Awards garnered by Wisconsinites at the 
American Philatelic Society's STAMPSHOW 
'OJ held August 23-26 at Rosemont, IL, were: 

Open Competition 

Gold - Man Beneath the Sea, by Roland Essig 
Vermeil - Wolf, by Fred Ziemann 

Single-Frame Competition 

Vermeil - Michael, Gabriel and Associates, by 
Roland Essig 

Youth 

Silver-Bronze - Conservation, by Jesse 
Robinson 

James Madison Second-day in 
Madison, WI, October 19 
For details, see the September 2001 issue of 

ATFP, p. 3, or contact Thom Boykoff at 

608-833-3369. 
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By WFSC VP Youth Division MaryAnn Bowman 
P.O. Box 1451. Waukesha. WI 53187 

Joining with Juniors 
In Celebration of Our Country: A Contest 

This past July Fourth was the 225th birthday of 
our country . Although not much hoopla was 
made of this event, it remains a milestone and 
one that we should be proud to celebrate . The 
U.S. Postal Service and the Smithsonian's 
National Postal Museum teamed together to 
encourage students through their elementary 
schools to participate in a special project called 
"Birthday Wishes to America." The USPS was 
hoping to set a world record for the most 
birthday wishes ever received by one addressee . 

The publicity mailing for this project, 
which also included several activities for club 
leaders to use, arrived almost too late for 
school participation. It was promised that 
examples of entries would be posted on the 
Postal Service' s Web site, but as of this 
writing, I have not seen any. 

I was determined not to let the event go by 
without a philatelic salute of some sort, so I 
devised this contest with sponsorship through 
the American Topical Association. It' s easy! 
Allows for kid creativity! And showcases our 
country , its history , geography, and important 
people from a philatelic view! 

One-page Topical Exhibit Contest Rules 
The contest is open to any youth under 18 

years of age. 
Submit entries in the form of a photocopy 

of an exhibit prepared on one 81 h -by-11-inch 
page. The exhibit page must include a mini
mum of six different stamps and/or philatelic 
items depicting a topical subject. 

The subject must relate to some aspect of 
our country: its states , people, symbols, 
historic events , culture, etc. The subject can be 
general (e.g., presidents of the United States), 
or specific (e .g., John F . Kennedy) in nature. 
For one specific president, the focus would be 
on telling the story of his life and/or his 
accomplishments as a leader of our country . 

Each entry must have an appropriate title . 
Other description is encouraged and should 
support research related to the topic . Writing 
may be neatly handwritten, typed or com
puter generated. 

The back of each entry should include the 
name, complete mailing address, and age of the 
child who prepared the exhibit page. Contest 
entries must be postmarked by December 31, 
2001. (Photocopy pages will not be returned.) 

Entries will be judged on originality, 
neatness, balance of material, write-up, eye 
appeal, condition, and appropriateness of 
material to fit the topic and relate to the story 

being told. Prizes will be awarded in four age 
categories : 6-9, 9-11 , 12-14, and 15-17. 

Youth groups are encouraged to make this a 
club project. All participants will receive a gift 
for entering . Winners will be announced in a 
future issue of Topical Time, journal of the 
American Topical Association. 

Entries must be submitted to: Mary Ann 
Bowman, ATA Youth Director, P.O. Box 
1451, Waukesha, WI 53187. ■ 

By Howard Shaughnessy 
Lake County (JU Philatelic Society 

SHAUGHNESSY Takes On 

Good-bye, Jesse. The North Carolina Republi
can has announced his retirement from the 
Senate. While he didn ' t give the U.S. Postal 
Service as a reason for retiring, it certainly 
raised his blood pressure over the years. What 
with stamps issued for Malcolm X, W.E.B . 
DuBois, Tennessee Williams, and Frida Kahlo , 
it was just too much for ol' Jesse. 

Why did he not raise a furor over a stamp 
issued in August for a red-haired Hollywood 
and TV legend? Yep, Lucille Ball registered as 
a Communist back in 1936 at the insistence of 
her grandfather. You can look in the Freedom 
of Information files where the FBI has 142 
pages on Ms . Ball. 

I was curious to see how Linn 's would 
handle the news regarding the alleged bid
rigging conspiracy by seven well-known 
auction houses, most of which are major 
advertisers in its publication. It took two weeks 
after the story broke on the Internet but it was 
front-page news in Linn's August 13 issue . The 
alleged violations of the Sherman Act and state 
Jaws involving restraint of trade in California, 
New York and Maryland brought by the 
attorneys general of these states was given the 
full treatment. I thought the dealers' responses 
summed up the story : 

"I'm told by my attorneys that I shouldn't 
comment right now." " No comment. Good
bye ." "This is vastly out of all proportion." 
Others were unavailable for comment as they 
were out of the country or otherwise occupied. 
One dealer' s half-page ad in the same issue 
headlined, "Put the future of your collection in 
good hands ," while another notes in his ad that 
appears in the American Philatelist that he is 
"probably the world's most traveled stamp 
dealer ." Iffound guilty, these folks won't be 
doing much traveling in the future . 

CLOSED ALBUM -
CHUCK BALDRIDGE 

Chuck Baldridge, of Florence, WI, died 
on June 25, 2001. He was a member of 
the Northwoods Philatelic Society (Iron 
Mountain, Ml) and the Wauwatosa 
Philatelic Society. 

Chuck owned Baldridge Worldwide 
Stamps and was very much liked and 
respected among Wisconsin collectors . He 
received the WFSC's Dealer Recognition 
Award in 1999. 

The King has left the building . Larry King, 
that is . Appointed to the Citizens' Stamp 
Advisory Committee back in January of this 
year, the CNN talk-show host never showed at 
a meeting . I figure he expected the rest of the 
group to show up on his TV show. 

Meanwhile, Lance Armstrong , pedaling for 
the USPS cycling team and winner of his third 
Tour de France, has been asked to have his 
team deliver the mail back home. Certainly 
they will do a faster and better job. Trouble is 
that it will put a slug of snails out of work , but 
we could export them to France. What is the 
overseas postal rate for "S" cargo? 

I would have thought that members of the 
American Philatelic Society's board of direc
tors would have come up with MATCHing funds 
to purchase the old match factory that they are 
going to make over into the society ' s new 
headquarters . The factory, which dates back to 
the 19th century, sold for $370,000 . To bring it 
into the 21st century will cost up to $8 mill ion. 
Need to sell a lot of stamps and recruit a whole 
bunch of new members to pay off that Joan . 

In a related story, the society is contemplat
ing raising its dues and members are raising 
their voices in opposition to both the match 
factory and dues increase. Who does the APS 
think it is, the Postal Service? ■ 

Jleoee·s s~, 
Jim & Renee Seiler 

P.O. Box247 
Reedsville, WI 54230-0247 

Ph (920} 772-4297 
e-mail reneestamp@webtv.net 

Space for your reduced 
business card ad here 
Just send your card - we"II handle 
the reduction details (2 1'4'' x I¼") 

$2.S0 per Insertion (commercial) 
$2.00 per insertion (WFSC club discount rate) 
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Bv ATFP Editor Karen Weigt with comments from Mike Lybarger. Badger Stamp Club 

What Inquiring Minds Might Want to Know: Part 2 

This is a continuation of what I learned from 
my study of U.S. revenue stamps. Part 1 
appeared in the September 2001 issue of 
Across the Fence Post and includes an 
explanation for the Q-&-A format. 

History of revenue stamps in the 
United States 

Revenue stamps on this side of the 
Atlantic have been around for a long time. 
According to Ron Lesher, noted authority on 

this subject, the colony of Massachusetts 

established a stamp act in 1755 to help pay 
for the defense of its frontier; a year later the 

colony of New York instituted a similar 

stamp act. The state of Delaware had de
nominated stamps in 1793. And denominated 
U.S. federal revenue stamps have existed 
since at least 1794. These early issues, 
however, were in the form of embossed 
revenue stamped paper. 

In 1857, California was the first govern
mental authority to issue adhesive revenue 
stamps in the United States . The state needed 
revenue to meet demands of the growing 
population brought about by the Gold Rush of 
1849. California, therefore, enacted a tax on 
various documents: bills of lading, ex
changes, insurance, passage tickets and 
certificates for attorneys. 

As discussed in Part 1 of this article, the 
first U.S. federal adhesive revenue stamps 
appeared in 1862 as a result of the Civil War 
Revenue Act. The act required that stamps be 
affixed to 23 different classes of documents 
(some having several subclasses) and three 
different types of proprietary articles. 

The Scott Specialized Catalogue of U.S. 
Stamps & Covers lists "British Revenues for 
use in America" in its section devoted to 
embossed revenue stamped paper. These 
1765 Stamp Act issues were intended for 
almanacs, pamphlets and newspapers, playing 
cards and general use. They were the very 
stamps that created the "taxation without 

representation" uproar among colonists and 

became one of the triggers of the American 
Revolution. Revenue stamp agents were 
attacked by mobs and their property de
stroyed . In fact, none of the colonists would 
accept the unpopular position of stamp agent. 
Consequently, few were ever used. 

Q: It appears that revenue stamps were 
typically disseminated through agents em-

ployed by the various governmental authorities 
issuing the stamps . What kind of people served 
as agents? Did they actually sell the stamps to 

those who were required to use them? Were 
they also responsible for enforcing the revenue 
stamp laws? 

A: Mike Lybarger explained that stamp 

age~ts were political patronage positions. They 
often were paid a portion of their sales as their 
salary, which provided an incentive for enforc
ing the stamp tax laws . A great example here 
was Chester A. Arthur, who was customs agent 

for the port of New York. Arthur was so good 

at getting money out of office holders that he 
was often greeted with the cry of "FAT! FAT! 
FAT!" by fellow stalwarts. "Frying the fat" 
was the term for patronage in those days. 

My research turned up a bit more detail 
about how Revenue Act of 1862 tax stamps 
were disseminated. First, the mandatory use of 
documentary and proprietary stamps was 
widely publicized through newspapers and 
posted notices. 

Finished stamps from the printer were 

delivered to a U.S. government stamp agent 
located in Philadelphia. This agent distributed 
the stamps to government revenue service 
collectors located in each of the Union's 185 
collection districts. The collectors were respon
sible for further distribution and often sold 

documentary stamps to private agents, who sold 
the stamps directly to the public on a commis
sion basis . 

From 1866-72, stamps were also distributed 
to U.S. assistant treasurers located in large 

cities; national banks serving as designated 

federal depositories; and collectors of customs, 
who assumed responsibilities of further distri
bution either to local agents or through direct 
sale to the public. 

While this system probably worked well in 
larger cities, one of my sources proposed that it 

must have been hard to find stamps in rural 
areas. The reason for this speculation stems 

from the low commission rates (2 percent to 5 

percent, with higher rates for larger volumes), 

making it difficult to attract enough agents. 

Most proprietary stamps were ordered 

directly by the manufacturers from the Bureau 
of Internal Revenue (now known as the Internal 

Revenue Service). 

The mandatory use of various revenue 

stamps has come and gone throughout the 

years . In many instances, temporary usage 
laws were instituted during periods of war to 
produce additional income for financing these 

endeavors. 

I welcome reader input as to how the 
U.S. federal documentary stamps were 
distributed for use in more recent years. A 

glance through the Scott catalog seems to 
indicate their usage was more continuous and 

long-standing than other revenues and wasn't 

discontinued until December 3 I, 1967. 
Although my mother (now 84 years old) 

vaguely recalls seeing revenue stamps on 

various documents such as my parents' home 
mortgage papers, she can't remember who 
had the stamps and who affixed them. 

I have the same question with regard to 
stock transfer stamps introduced in 1918 and 
used until 1952. 

Inquiring minds want to know .. . 

Next month - taxation in the United 
States, taxation and economics, and 
revenue stamp collecting. 
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Lee Kleinhans Receives 
COROS Founders Award 
Lee Kleinhans of Appleton received the 
second annual Founders Award for Achieve

ment from the Collectors of Religion on 
Stamps. 

The award, named in honor of charter 
members of the world's oldest topical 

society, was presented July 12 by Arkadius 
Walinski, second vice president of COROS, 

during an ecumenical service at the Commu

nity of Our Lady, Oshkosh. 
Lee is a COROS past-president and has 

served at various times as editor of The 
CORDS Chronicle. She has written articles , 

lectured, and exhibited material related to 
religion on stamps. She also is a former 

member of the Outagamie Philatelic Society 
and was general chairman for WISCOPEX 

'77, held in Appleton. ■ 
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Bv Robert J. Mather 
Waukesha Countv Philatelic Society 

Dealer Profile: 
JADECO Stamp and Hobby 

When in downtown 
Stevens Point , J .D. 

Manville is the man to 

see for all of your 

stamp collecting 

needs . J .D. owns 

JADECO Stamp & 

Hobby on Clark 

Street. The name uses 

his initials and was 
originally J.D .'s Co., J.D . Manville 

or JADECO. Approximately a quarter of the 

business is stamps. 
J .D. was born in Milwaukee and raised in 

Rib Lake. He served in Vietnam and upon his 

return from duty , he settled in Stevens Point 
and fell in love with the town. He is a full-time 

real estate agent with Parker Realtors in 

Stevens Point, and his stamp and hobby 

business is sort of a second job. 

J . D. became interested in stamp collecting 

at about age eight, when he was given a packet 
of stamps. He has always been interested in 

history , especially the history of the German 

colonies, and read a lot of history books. As a 

result , he started acquiring lots and collections 

to obtain stamps from these colonies. The 

balance of his acquisitions began to pile up. 

Being in real estate, he had a property that was 

not selling so he stored them there. 

Eventually, he accumulated enough stock to 

get started as a dealer and opened his shop 

about three years ago. He sells whatever 

material doesn't go into his German colonies 
and older British colonies collections. J . D. 
appreciates all the help that dealers Terry 

Kurzinski, Dennis Lemke, and Dave Carney 
have given him to get the business started. 

Wedding plans may be in the not-too-distant 

future for J.D . CENWISPEX '02 is also on the 

horizon. The show, to be held in February, is 

sponsored by the Central Wisconsin Stamp 

Club and J .D. is serving as general chairman. 

He currently is making room in his store for 

the CWSC's library. Since the club meets once 

a month at the store, having the library materi

als in the same location will make them more 

accessible to CWSC members . 

J.D. lives on the Wisconsin River so he 

occasionally fishes but does not hunt. In 

addition to stamps, he also has a large collec

tion of history books and war games. 

J.D . relates an exciting discovery experi

ence. While going through a German collection 

with a lot of G.R.I. overprinted stamps, he 

found a one-shilling overprint. He almost 

missed the stamp because the somewhat 

obscure overprint had blended in with the light 

cancel . While a mint copy of this stamp 

catalogs for about 40¢, a used copy goes for 

about $80. 

Since J .D. values his collecting as much or 

more than his stamp business, he feels that he 

has the best of all worlds. He appreciates being 

able to leave his real estate job and get into his 

hobby, which he finds relaxing and rewarding. 

He enjoys the same feelings while at his second 

job working to get stamps ready to sell to 

someone else . 

If you're in Stevens Point, stop and say "Hi" 
to J .D. He's in his store most weekday after

noons from 3 p.m. to 7 p.m. and on Saturdays 

from 11 a.m. to 5 p.m. He'd love to see you and 

if for no other reason, to just talk stamps. ■ 

JADECO Stamp & Hobby 
J.D. Manville• Games People Play 

833 Clark Street • P.O. Box 845 
...,..,.,,,,,.._ Stevens Point, WI 5448 1 

(715) 341-5555 Store 
(715) 341-1111 Home 
(715) 498-1111 Cell 
jadeco@g2a.net 

A Potpourri of Pot Stamps 
A Ken Coakley Green Bay Philatelic Society Way-out Topical Contest entry (March 2000). 

Adolph the despot 
Adolph and Benito: a major and 

a minor despot 
State-ofthe-art heating, a 

potbellied stove 

The Dam Pots Agreement breaking up postwar Germany 

Coffee pot 

Good old potbellied 
St. Nick 

Snugglepot and snugglepie, 
aren 't they cute? 
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Lombardi First-Day 
Program Offer 

Write an article for ATFP; get a 
free program. 

• Offer good until August 31, 2002, or 
until program supply is exhausted . 

• Must be a member of a WFSC club. 
• Regular column submissions and 

previous articles (published or not yet 
published) do not qualify . 

• Submissions must be at least 150 words 
and preferably no longer than 300 words . 

• Editor reserves the right to edit and 
determine publish date; writer receives free 
program upon receipt of article . 

• Submissions accepted in any format, 
including handwritten and via e-mail. Illustra
tions welcomed: send photocopy or JPEG file 
with stamps on black background. 

• Include name, address, phone number, 
e-mail address (if applicable), and club 
membership . 

Suggestions for articles: collecting 
tip/technique, great find, favorite 
item, your introduction to philately, 
show-and-tell item, philatelic experi
ence or opinion, commentary on an 
article seen in ATFP, etc. 

Send submissions to: Karen Weigt, Editor, 
ATFP, 4184 Rose Ct ., Middleton, WI 53562-
4339; karenweigt@cs .com. 

r 
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Please Patronize our 
ATFP Advertisers! 

~ 

DAVID ALDRICH 
STAMPS 

Austria 
Switzerland 

Liechtenstein 
Canada 

Baltic & Former Soviet 
Union Countries 

Db MARSHALL IS., MICRONESIA, PALAU, DISNEY 
~It, CWS, HARRIS, MINKUS, SCOTT, & MORE 

Stamps - Covers - Postcards 
Want Lists Welcomed 
Specializing in U.S. 

First & Third Sunday of the Month - at 
Sokol-Tabor Hall, 6630 W. 16th St. 

RFW STAMPS & SUPPLIES Berwyn, IL 

NEW ISSUE SERVICE -STAMP COLLECTING SUPPLIES 

DICK WESTERLING DAVE'S STAMPS P.O. Box 513 
Arlington Heights, IL 60006 

(847) 253-0085 

763/545-6655 P.O.Boxuu 
Email: rtwstamps@onrampinc.net 

OFFICE HOURS BY APPOINTMENT 
Wisconsin Rapids, WI S449S•1U2 

D•~• Cmay, APS, WPHS email: 
765 WINDEMERE DRIVE PLYMOUTH, MN. 55441-5853 71S-424-8339 duruy@chuter.ut 

Kick off the season 
,-~with a visit to the 

Stamp l(ing Shop 
Stamps. 

collections. 
covers and 

supplies 

-www.stampkingchicago.com 
r-----------------, 
I D Please send me your next auction catalog. I 
I D I want to consign material to an upcoming auction. I 
I Name· _______________ I I . I 
I Address: _______________ I 
I City: _______ State: ZIP: ----1 
I For Consignments - Phone: ( I L _________________ J 

WES r MADISON S 1 

(1S(NH0WfR ErPWY 

\ I CHICAGO I 

yYY STAMP KING 
& Stamp King Auctions 

7139 West IIlggins Road, Chicago, IL 60656-1972 
800-919-BIDS (2437) 
773-775-2100 • FAX 773-792-9116 
e-mail stampkingchicago@msn.com 
Store Hours: Monday - Saturday 10 a.m. - 6 p.m. 
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