
Newsletter of the Wisconsin Federation of Stamp Clubs
American Philatelic Society Chapter #350, American Topical Association Chapter #107

No-cost advertising
By Maurice D. Wozniak, Prsident of WFSC

Among the lowest-cost, most effective promo-
tions you can do individually to encourage the

hobby of stamp collect-
ing is use old stamps or
newer commemoratives
on the envelopes you use.

I’m thinking of this
now because I got a call
from a business associate
last night asking if I
might have some extra
old stamps like those he
has seen on the envelopes
that come from our

house. His 5-year-old grandson is interested in
collecting stamps, he told me, and the boy enjoys
the stamps he sees on our envelopes.

The grandfather wondered if I could sell him
some of the old stamps that his grandson could
see or even use. Well, sure I would!

People notice when envelopes or packages
come to their houses plastered with colorful
stamps. The sheer number of stamps required to
pay today’s postal rates is one factor. 

Another is that very little mail today bears
traditional stamps. Envelopes are printed with
indicia indicating postage has been paid, or, if
you bring a package to the post office for mail-
ing, the clerk’s first choice is to produce a print-
ed sticker from his computer, rather than rum-
mage around in his stamp drawer. I can only

assume that the postage sticker costs less than
the stamps, and the United States Postal Service
is striving to make a profit, after all.

The end result is that most mail is pretty
bland. Businesses, including charities, under-
stand this, so they often use a single current-
issue stamp on their envelopes, even the bulk
mail – the precursor of Internet spam – that
goes out with those special-rate stamps on it. 

Many people have a tendency to take the
stuff without stamps and toss it right in the trash
with scarcely a second glance, I’m told. (not me
– I have to open every letter addressed to me –
and then toss most of it in the recycling basket.)

But collectors’ mail can be a riot of color beg-
ging for attention. People who have seen me
standing in line with a handful of envelopes have
asked me about those old stamps. Often, they’ll
volunteer that they or a relative were a stamp col-
lector at one time, and that gives me a chance to
suggest that an enjoyable youthful pastime does-
n’t have to be a thing of the past. I doubt that I’ve
made any converts, but you never know.

Mostly, those people on the street wonder if
the vintage stamps have any value. The secre-
tary at an insurance agency in Oshkosh once
called us to inquire about that. She had saved
the envelope we sent her, figuring that the
stamps must have been valuable. 

Sadly, the answer is, “No.”  There were so
many stamp collectors in the old days – make that
stamp speculators – that their hoards of stamps
became a drug on the market. Their fantasies of a
comfortable retirement paid for with those piles of
stamp sheets in the desk never became a reality.

But the depressed prices allowed some of us
to buy perfectly usable postage stamps at a
slight discount. I continue to buy discount
postage at auctions and, in fact, at the last show
I attended in Wisconsin. I think I have enough
to last a lifetime. 

So I had plenty when I was asked last night
to find some stamps for a child. I pulled out a
variety that I thought a kid might be interested
in – space, sports, animals, Disney, rural scenes.
And then I added a bunch of the ones that got
me interested as a child, the engraved 3-centers
and 2-centers from the 1930s and ’40s. 

Maybe they’ll kindle a spark of interest again.

*   *   *
Paul Schroeder, the current Wisconsin

Federation of Stamp Clubs treasurer, and a for-
mer resident of Illinois, pointed out a mistake I
made in a recent column. The house in
Springfield, Ill., that I visited wasn’t Abraham
Lincoln’s boyhood home, it was the home where
Lincoln and his wife and children lived.

President’s corner
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By Maurice D. Wozniak, President of WFSC
It’s that time of year when some clubs’ out-

reach programs for children take shape. 
For the 13th year, the Kenosha Stamp &

Cover Club participated in Kenosha
Southeastern Wisconsin Expo. Club members
gave out packets of stamps and information on
the club. For another project, five members of
the club made presentations on a wide variety
of philatelic topics at the club’s Scout Night.

The Wauwatosa Philatelic Society puts on a
one-hour stamp workshop for children at the
local library. 

The Green Bay Philatelic Society put on its
second annual Stamp Camp, this time at the
new DePere library. 

Program ideas
A member of the ATA Chapter 5 did a pro-

gram on “Butterflies in My Backyard That
Have Appeared on Stamps.” When he donated a
large collection of butterflies to the Milwaukeee
Public Museum, Ray Sullivan withheld those
specimens he had found locally, and he com-
bined that collection with philately. He
described how he mounts specimens and tags
living butterflies for a University of Kansas
project. Two of his tagged butterflies have been
recovered in Mexico, he said. Club members
were asked to supplement the talk with exam-
ples of butterflies from their own collections.

ATA Chapter 5 also had a program on max-
imaphily, the collecting of maximum cards.
Again, club members were asked to bring

examples from their collections of this special-
ized aspect of the hobby. A maximum card is
approximately postcard-sized, with the illustra-
tion on the card duplicating the design of the
stamp affixed to it. Ideally, the pictorial cancel
also reflects the same theme.

Dave Carney displayed his Appleton post-
card collection at a meeting of the Outagamie
Philatelic Society. Club members were asked
to bring a postcard of their own and tell why it
was appealing.

MaryAnn Bowman gave a slide presentation
at a meeting of the Milwaukee Philatelic
Society on identifying stamps based on only a
small portion of their design.

What others are doing
The annual March auction at the Wauwatosa

Philatelic Society is a major event for stamp
collectors in the area. This year’s limitations on
members’ consignments for the auction were 15
lots with a minimum catalog value of $10.

Clete Delvaux, editor of the Green Bay
Philatelic Society Newsletter, enumerated a
problem of numbers when the addition of a new
member pushed the club’s membership to 35.

But a page of address labels has room for only
30 names, he said. It’s a problem more clubs
would like to have. 

Things we learned from reading the Rockford
Stamp Notes newsletter of the Rockford (Ill.)
Stamp Club: Kasimir Pulaski (as on Scott 690)
Day is a state holiday only in Illinois. And the
phrase, “ships that pass in the night,” comes
from a narrative poem, The Theologian’s tale,
which was part of Henry Wadsworth
Longfellow’s Tales of a Wayside Inn. 

Gene Wolosiewicz, a member of Milwaukee
Philatelic Society and a member of the
Czeslaw Slania Study Group, was one of five
people worldwide honored for promoting the
work of the legendary stamp engraver.

Bob Mather of ATA Chapter 5 brought in a
box of mostly foreign stamps he had acquired to
give club members a chance to look through
them and pick out what they wanted – free.
What a great way to build camaraderie!

***
Information for “Clubs Are Trump” is gathered from club

newsletters. Please send newsletters to Maurice D. Wozniak, 1010
Berlin St., Waupaca WI 54981.
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AFTP is published monthly September through April,
and every other month May through August (10 issues
per year). News of Wisconsin collectors, club news and
gratis original philatelic features are welcomed. The edi-
tor accepts submissions in any format, but prefers email
if possible. Editor reserves the right to make editorial
changes to submitted copy.

Material appearing in AFTP not carrying an individual
copyright notice may be reproduced only by not-

for-profit organizations, provided the author(s)
and AFTP receive credit or attribution. All
materials carrying an individual copyright
notice are the sole property of the author(s).
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junction with official WFSC business, opinions

expressed by the editor or individual authors are
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Submission deadlines for editorial and avertisingma-
terials are for the 1st of the month preceding month of
publication (i.e. Jan. 1 for Feb. issue).

All show calendar information, along with all other edi-
torial matter and listings, should be sent to: Wayne L.
Youngblood, Editor ATFP, P.O. Box 111, Scandinavia WI
54977-0111. (youngblood@tds.net) phone: 715-467-4416.

Advertising material and payment should be sent to
Dave Carney, Advertising Manager, AFTP, P.O. Box 55,
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pnone: 920-687-9077. For a complete list of advertising
rates and policies (display, classified and listings),
request a copy from the advertising manager.
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Clubs are Trump

If you regularly send notes, items or other in-
formation to me, please note there have been
changes in both my email and snail mail address-
es in recent months.

My e-mail address is youngblood@tds.net, and
my standard mail address is: P.O. Box 111, Scan-
dinavia, WI 54977-0111.

Although I published the new information sev-
eral months ago in the boilerplate information be-
low, you may have my old address(es) on file.

Please note the changes, as e-mail is no longer
being forwarded, and regular mail will eventually
stop being forwarded as well. Thank you.

— Wayne L. Youngblood, editor, ATFP

ATFP editor contact information
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by Wayne L. Youngblood

It is no secret that many United
States stamp designs are based on
images that were not created
specifically for stamps. But collec-
tors aren’t always able to find ex-
amples of these original design
sources for their collections.

Among those that have been
most popular among collectors are
the three stamps shown at right, in-

cluding the 2c Columbian of 1893,
the 2c Trans-Mississippi issue of
1898 and the 29c District of Co-
lumbia Bicentennial issue of 1992.

Each of these letter-rate defini-
tives came from relatively well-
known images that have been re-
produced in various forms.

The 2c Columbian was adpted
from a painting by John Vanderlyn,
titled Landing of Columbus, which
hangs in the Capitol rotunda. Al-
though the painting was commis-
sioned in 1837, its image became
very popular around the time of the

Columbian Exposition of 1893,
and was reproduced on many
things, such as the photograph back
shown here.

The 2c Trans-Mississippi was
based on a photo taken by the
Amenia and Sharon Land & Cattle
Co., and was reproduced on turn-
of-the-century picture postcards.

In a slight reversal, the 29c Dis-
trict of Columbia Bicentennial de-
sign of 1992 was actually based on
picture postcards.

Each of these items can be
found with a bit of persistence.

by Wayne L. Youngblood

If you haven’t already noticed,
Page 4 contains a very special ref-
erence item you’ll want to keep
and use in the future.

Many years ago, when I was a
reporter at Linn’s Stamp News, the
late Ray Van Handel of Sheboygan
sent me a copy of a special illustrat-
ed guide to the 2c and 3c issues of
the Washington-Franklin series that
he had created for the Sheboygan
Stamp Club in 1934. He did a re-
markable job of making the seem-
ingly difficult easy to comprehend.

Although I was never able to

publish it, I saved a copy, hoping
to eventually make use of it.

It occurred to me that, as part of
our 75th anniversary celebration,
we could give Van Handel’s cre-
ation attention it hasn’t received in
almost that long.

I don’t know if he created other
guides or collector aids, but per-
haps members in Sheboygan who
knew Ray better can help?

At any rate, I know that Ray
wanted his work enjoyed by as
many collectors as possible.

I hope you’ll find this chart as
useful as I have over the years!

Special reference item in this issue!

Stamp designs frequently come from other images

Numerous United States stamp designs have been taken from other sources or images that were never intended to
be postage stamps. The three shown above (and the illustrated items below), are just a few representative examples
of what can be found by the patient and observant collector.

In 1992, when the 29c District of Columbia Bicentennial stamp was released, the
USPS admitted that it used a popular turn-of-the-century photograph as the
source of the very slightly altered design. The postcard shown above is one of
nearly a half-dozen very similar postcards found since that time by the author.

Both of the picture postcards shown above feature the same South Dakota pho-
tographic image used as the basis of the design for the 2c Trans-Mississippi.

A few years ago the author found this 19th-century carte de visite in a
Wisconsin antique store. The back of the photograph (right), from a Stevens
Point photographer, shows the same Vanderlyn painting of the Landing of
Columbus that was used for the 2c Columbian.



The chart shown above was hand-drawn by the late Ray Van Handel of the Sheboygan Stamp Club in 1934. It continues to
be an important and effective reference tool to identify the different types of the 2c and 3c Washington-Franklin definitives.

Page 4                                                               Across the Fence Post                                 May-June 2007



Page 5                                                               Across the Fence Post                                                     May-June 2007

Show Calendar and Registry
List your show, bourse, auction or other event here!

Calendar listings are free for one WFSC member-club event
per year. Classified advertising rates apply for all non-mem-

bers and other events appearing in this section.

TRI-PEX Stamp Fair
ATA Chapter 5 and North Shore

Philatelic Society
St. Aloysius Gonzaga Hall

1435 So. 92nd St.
West Allis, WI

Contact: Robert Henak, NSPS
Box 170832

Milwaukee, WI
(414-351-1519)

henak@execpc.com,
www.MilwaukeePhilatelic.org

WISCOPEX ’07
Annual exhibition and convention of

Wisconsin Federation of Stamp Clubs
Hamilton High School

W22o N6151 Town Line Road
Sussex,WI

Contact: MaryAnn Bowman
P.O. Box 1451

Waukesha, WI 53187

26th Annual Show and Bourse
Northwoods Stamp and Coin Club

James Williams Middle School
915 Acacia Lane
Rhinelander, WI

Contact: Larry Marten
3295 Hancock Lake Rd.

Harshaw, WI 54529 
(715-282-5636) lfmarten@yahoo.com

or Bill Julian (715-277-2692)

Sheboygan Stamp and Coin Show
Sheboygan Stamp Club

Municipal Building,
375 Buffalo St.,

Sheboygan Falls, WI
Contact: Barbara Stohl

Box 907, Sheboygan, WI 53082
(920-458-4883)

Migratory Bird Day
Sponsored in conjunction with the

Milwaukee County Zoo and the
Milwaukee Philatelic Society

Milwaukee County Zoo, Peck Building
Special cancel and cachet offered.

Contact: Milwaukee Philatelic Society
P.O. Box 13245

Milwaukee, WI 53213-0245
www.MilwaukeePhilatelic.org

May 5, 2007 May 12, 2007 May 19, 2007 June 16, 2007

June 23-24, 2007

2007 WFSC show schedule*
*Some dates and details may be subject to change, and there will likely be additional listings.

R.H.O. Postal History
and Stamps

Roger H. Oswald
2514 Sheridan Place
Manitowoc WI 54220

(920) 682-6793
rhoposthistory@comcast.net

12.07

Make sure your next stamp
show is noticed!

Get your listing in the
ATFP Show Calendar...

The annual flier detailing this information will be updated and sent
with the September ATFP. It includes shows and commercial bourses to
be held not only within Wisconsin, but also in areas that border the state.

If you want your show/bourse to appear on the listing covering events
through the summer of 2008, send details – no later than Aug. 1, 2007, to
Karen Weigt, 4184 Rose Ct., Middleton, WI 53562-4339, phone 608-
836-1509, or e-mail kweigt@tds.net. Please include a contact name,
address, phone number and e-mail address. The events calendar also will
be published on the WFSC Web site.

2007-08 Show/Bourse/Meeting Info Flier

Support  Philately
&  WFSC  members

Use  stamps
Whenever  possible!

The Precancel Stamp Society
will hold its 86th national con-
vention the week of July 30 to
Aug. 4 at the Madison West
Marriott, 1313 John Q. Hammons
Dr., Middleton, according to
President Gene Byers. 

He said arrangements will be
made by Carl Moore, president of
the Illini Precancel Club. 

Preliminary plans call for setup
on Monday and convention regis-
tration starting on Tuesday.

Tuesday through Saturday will
involve days of trading, selling,
and “swapping lies,” Byers said.
Friday will feature an auction,
and Saturday will conclude with a
dinner. Tours of state attractions
such as the House on the Rock or
Taliesin will take place Thursday
for anyone interested, Byers said. 

To get preferential rates at the
hotel, please make reservations
by July 9 at (800) 228-9290 or
(608) 831-2000.

Precancel Society to convene
in Wisconsin

Please share your knowledge
with your fellow WFSC members

Write a feature for
Across the Fence Post

today!

by Wayne L. Youngblood

Postal stationery, which in-
cludes stamped envelopes and
postal cards, is, perhaps, the least
understood and most easily forgot-
ten of all United States stamps.
The indicia found on these items
are no less stamps than their more
traditional lick-and-stick or self-
adhesive cousins, but most are ig-
nored by collectors. Yet there are
types and varieties available in
postal stationery that cannot be
found in other areas.

Take, for example, the cut
square shown at right. Although it
is a 5c stamp with Lincoln’s like-
ness, a quick look will show that
the embossing is that of Ben
Franklin (from a 4c stamped enve-
lope). This is a major error type
available only in the area of postal
stationery. And, even though the
error is quite scarce, it can be
picked up at a reasonable price  –
mainly because stamped envelopes
and postal cards are the forgotten
stepchildren of philately.

If you’re looking around for an-
other area that offers plenty of fun
and challenge, do give postal sta-
tionery a try. You may surprise

yourself. There is still a great deal
of research and discovery potential
possible in postal stationery.

Do you have to become an expert
in all the many types of die varieties
found on early stamped envelopes
to seriously collect the area? In a
word, no; unless you want to. This
is no different than choosing to col-
lect representative examples of
classic U.S. stamps, without getting
into extensive plate studies and oth-
er detailed information.

Look around: You may be sur-
prised at what you find!

America’s forgotten stamps

The embossing and printing do not
match on this 5c/4c U.S. stamped
envelope cut square.
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