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WFSC Historical Files 
With WISCOPEX 
2001 marking the 
WFSC's 70th conven

tion, it seems only 

appropriate to discuss 
the state of our 

historical files . To 
date , nine three-ring 
binders hold our many 

years of memorabilia. 
The majority of our 

historical material was purchased in 1989 from 

the Rev. C. Luke Leiterrnann, a Vatican dealer 

and collector who acquired the philatelic estate 
ofO.H. "Curley" Ochs . Curley, a charter 

member of the Fond du Lac Stamp Club, WFSC 

past-president, and member of the Wisconsin 
Philatelic Hall of Fame passed away in 1986. 

Curley 's accumulation ofWFSC items included 
show covers, show programs, newspaper 
clippings, etc., all in an unorganized manner. 

In early 1991, it was decided to seek the help 

of Herbert A. Trenchard, of Hyattsville, MD, 
to sort and inventory our historical memora

bilia . Consequently~ Herb became the WFSC's 
first historian. His background as trustee of the 

American Philatelic Research Library, Ameri
can Philatelic Society historian, and unrivaled 

knowledge of the history of organized philately 

enabled him to complete the task in just one
year's time. Delegates who attended 
WISCOPEX '92 had the pleasure of hearing 

Herb recount the early years of the WFSC . 
Having accomplished his mission, the position 

of WFSC historian was passed on to Steve 

Langkau, of the Oshkosh Philatelic Society. In 
1996, I became the WFSC's third historian. 

The assemblage of this memorabilia was 

displayed at WISCOPEX '92, the WFSC's 
60th anniversary year and 61st convention (the 
WFSC was founded on March 19, 1932, at a 

convention specifically set up for founding 
purposes). Although some may argue the 

accuracy of convention numbers because no 

formal conventions were held during World 
War Il (1943, 1944, and 1945), delegates did , 
in fact , continue to meet in Milwaukee for 

annual business meetings, and those minutes 
exist within the WFSC secretary's files . 

The nine binders of historical material 

comprise six that focus on conventions, one on 
memorabilia, and two on special events. 

The convention binders contain the results 

of our Wisconsin exhibitors who show their 
research and philatelic knowledge about the 

little bits of colored paper and the stampless 

and stamped covers collected and displayed in 
the glassed frames at our conventions . Conven

tion binders also include all show publicity, 

covers, awards, and photos of various WFSC 

members involved in convention activities . 

The other binders contain covers the WFSC 
has produced, items related to WFSC participa
tion in first-day events, and memorabilia 

involved with any other special events. The 

annual WFSC Club Trivia Contest questions 

and answers as well as the Wisconsin Philatelic 

Hall of Fame inductees and Hall of Fame 
anniversary activities are also well recorded 
within the binders . 

As a history buff, keeping these binders 
current and being able to peruse them as I 

assemble the data makes it an interesting project. 

They will be on display in 2003 when the Outa
gamie Philatelic Society hosts WISCOPEX. ■ 

Convention Covers Needed 
for WFSC Historical Files 
The following covers are missing from the 
historical records. Anyone having these 
items, or knowing where we might find 
them, is encouraged to get in touch with any 

WFSC officer (see rnas..thead on p. 3) about a 
possible donation or trade of the material. 

1933 University Club (Madison) 
1935 Green Bay Philatelic Society 
1936 Sheboygan Stamp Club 
1937 Milwaukee Philatelic Society 
1938 Madison Stamp Club 
1946 Green Bay Philatelic Society 
1947 Milwaukee Philatelic Society 

1952 Sheboygan Stamp Club 
1955 Belle City Stamp Club (Racine) 
1957 Green Bay Philatelic Society 
1962 Belle City Stamp Club (Racine) 

Rob Henak Receives WFSC 
Judging Certification 

WFSC Judging 
Committee Chairman 
Frank Moertl reports 

that Robert R. Henak 
has completed the 
apprenticeship pro
gram for certification 
as a WFSC judge. 

Rob is a member 
of the North Shore 

RobHenak 
Philatelic Society of 

Milwaukee, the Milwaukee Philatelic Society, 

the American Topical Association Chapter No . 
5 (Milwaukee), and the Wisconsin Postal 

History Society. National-level and non-WFSC 

memberships include the American Philatelic 
Society, American Topical Association, 
American Revenue Association, State Revenue 

Society, Society for Czechoslovak Philately , 
and Iowa Postal History Society. 

Rob's major collecting interests are mari

juana tax stamps, topicals related to illegal 

drugs and non-equine horses , Carroll County 

(continued on p . 3) 
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APS STAMPSHOW 2001 
The Nation's Largest Annual 

Postage Stamp Show 

STAMPSHOW Station 

August 23-26, 2001 

Rosemont, IL 60018 

Catch the 
Stamp Collecting B_ug! 

Donald E. Stephens Conv. Ctr 
5555 N. River Road, Rosemont, IL 

(near O'Hare Airport) 

Thurs.-Fri.-Sat. l 0:00 am- 6:00 pm 
Sunday l 0:00 am - 4:00 pm 

U.S. first Day of Issue 
Carnivorous Plants Block of 4 

Thursday, Aug. 23, 2001 
free Souvenir 

to all Attendees! 

• Free Admission & Door Prizes 
• Buy and sell stamps valued at 

1 ¢ to more than $100,000 
• View 10,000 pages of 

competitive exhibits including 
rare and famous stamps 

• Souvenirs, seminars, beginner 
programs, youth activities 
and morel 

Sponsored by the 
American Philatelic Society 

Serving stamp collectors since 1 886 
Phone: 814-237-3803 

E-mail: StampShow@stamps.org 
www.stamps.org/directories/dir _ StampShow _intro.htm 



WFSC Announcements 
WFSC SUMMER EXECUTIVE BOARD 
MEETING - JUNE 9 
The meeting will be held at Diana's Confection 
Connection in Sun Prairie, WI, which is in the 
Madison area. Anyone who is interested is 
invited to attend and is extended the right of 
discussion. Contact WFSC Secretary Karen 
Weigl if you 'd like to be included on the mailing 
list for meeting details . 

INFO FLIER 
The annual flier will be updated and sent with 
the September issue of Across the Fence Post. It 
includes shows and commercial bourses to be 
held not only within Wisconsin, but also in areas 
that border the state . 

If you want your show/bourse to appear on 
the list covering events through the summer of 
2002, send details by no later than August 15, 
2001 , to : Karen Weigt, 4184 Rose Ct., Middle
ton, WI 53562-4339, 608-836-1509, or e-mail 
karenweigt@cs.com. Include a contact name, 
address , phone number and e-mail address . 

Three Wisconsinites in APS 
2001-03 Elections 
Wisconsinites Ken Grant, Roger Schnell , and 
Wayne Youngblood are involved in the latest 
American Philatelic Society elections . 

Ken Grant resides in Baraboo, WI, and is the 
current American Philatelic Research Library 
trustee. 

Roger Schnell is from the Sheboygan, WI, 
area and formerly was very active in the 
Sheboygan Stamp Club. (He now lives in 
Florida.) Roger also has past experience with the 
APS administration. 

Wayne Youngblood moved to Wisconsin in 
1996. He is editor/publisher of Krause Publica-

Henak Judging Certification 
(continuedfromp. 1) 

postal history, Wisconsin sesquicentennial 
cancellations, and Czechoslovakian stamps. 

Although Rob is qualified to judge exhibits in 
a wide range of areas of philately, he states that 
he especially enjoys judging youth exhibits and 
discussing them with the youngsters . 

WFSC clubs that sponsor events with com
petitive exhibits are urged to use WFSC judges. 
Recommended compensation for judges is : (a) a 
flat $25 fee to each judge (excluding apprentices) ; 
(b) lunch or banquet tickets offered as an optional 
benefit; and (c) mileage reimbursement of 20¢ a 
mile plus paid parking, where necessary . A 
complete listing of all WFSC judges was pub
lished in the January 2001 issue of Across the 
Fence Post. 

The Judging Committee encourages applicants 
for apprenticeships . For details on the apprentice
ship program, contact: Frank Moertl, N95 
W32259 County Line Rd., Hartland, WI 53029; 
phone 262-966-7096; and e-mail 
frankann@ticon.net. ■ 

tions ' Philatelic Division, which is located in 
Iola, WI, and is currently serving as APS 
director-at-large. 

At its quarterly meeting on February 24, the 
WFSC Executive Board voted to second the 
following contested nominations for APS offices: 

Board of Vice Presidents : Diane D. Boehret, 
Charles J . Peterson, and Wayne J . Youngblood 

Directors-at-Large: Kenneth B. Grant, Ronald 
E. Lesher, James P. Mazepa, and Ada M. Prill 

APRL Trustee: Barth Healey 
The WFSC holds APS chapter membership 

and participates in APS matters like any other 
club chapter. As such, the above listed seconds 
will be repeated as the WFSC 's vote on the 
official APS elections ballot. ■ 

ACROSS THE FENCE POST is the official publication of the Wisconsin Federation 
of Stamp Clubs, Inc., a 50l(c)(3) non-profit organization and life member of the APS 
since 1953. For WFSC membership information, contact the Central Office. 

ATFP is published monthly Sept. -Apr. ; bimonthly May-Aug. News of Wisconsin 
collectors, club news and gratis original articles related to philately are welcomed. 

The editor accepts submissions in any format, but reserves the right to make minor editing changes 
to conform with our style sheet. Material not carrying an individual copyright notice may be 
reproduced only by not-for-profit organizations, provided the author(s) and publication receive credit 
for any reprinted material. Unless explicitly stated by an officer in conjunction with official WFSC 
business, opinions expressed by individual authors are not necessarily endorsed by the WFSC. 

Submission deadlines are for the month preceding month of publication as follows: advertis
ing-1st of the month; editorial matter-5th of the month. Send editorial matter and stamp show 
calendar and cover listings to: Karen Weigl, Editor, ATFP, 4184 Rose Ct., Middleton, WI 53562 -
phone (608) 836-1509 [karenweigt@cs.com]. Send ads to: Jim and Renee Seiler, Advertising Manag
ers, ATFP, P.O. Box 247, Reedsvrlle, WI 54230 - phone (920) 772-4297 [jcseiler@webtv.net] . For a 
complete list of advertising rates and policies (display, classified and listings) , see the July-August 2000 
issue of ATFP, or request a copy from the advertising managers. 



Club News 

ROCKFORD '01 EXHIBIT WINNINGS 
ROCKFORD '01, sponsored by the Rockford 
Stamp Club , was held March 10-11 at the 
Forest Hills Lodge, Rockford, IL. Judged 
exhibits received the following awards: 

Open Competition 
Gold and Grand Award - Pitcairn Island 

Stamps and Postal History, by Dan Hammell 
Gold - U.S. Internal Revenue 1862-1871, by 

Tim Wait 
Silver - Rockford A Look Back, by Dwane 

Kaplenk 
Bronze -Labor on Stamps, by Leroy Anderson 

Single-Frame Competition 

1st - British Malta, by Gary Zink 
2nd - British Cape of Good Hope Triangles, by 

Gary Zink 
3rd - Olympic Stamps, by Don Alcock 

DANEPEX '01 EXHIBIT WINNINGS 
On March 24, the Badger Stamp Club spon
sored DANEPEX '01. The show was held at 
Madison Turners Hall in Madison. Exhibit 
judges were Art Schmitz and Robert Henak. 
Exhibit awards were: 

Open Competition 

1st and Best of Show - The Postal History of 
American Forces in Bermuda: 1923-1998, by 
John A. Pare 

1st plus Most Popular Exhibit - War Tax 
Stamps of the British Empire, by Mike 
Sullivan 

1st - Greenland Cinderella Material, by 
Charles Shoemaker 

Single-Frame Competition 

1st and Best Single-Frame Exhibit - Confed
erate States of America - The Twelfth Issue, 
by Gary Zink 

1st -Bermuda: The 1940 Half Penny Provi
sional Overprint, by John A. Pare 

1st - Greenland Mails: A Canadian Connection 
1930 's & 1940's, by Charles Shoemaker 

2nd -Discontinued 20th Century Wisconsin 
Post Offices, by Jim Hale 

2nd -AIDS, by Robert T. Voss 
3rd - Stamps on Stamps, by Pat Rich 

Youth Competition 

1st and Best Youth Exhibit - Bears and What 
They Eat, by Brigid Schultz 

1st - Christian Religious Art, by Monica 
Schultz 

2nd - Fish, by Abby Henneman 
2nd - Cats, by Noelle Henneman 
2nd - The Circus is Coming to Town, by Kenji 

Shoemaker 
2nd - Conservation, by Jesse Robinson 

By WFSC VP Youth Division Ma,yAnn Bowman 
P.O. Box 1451. Waukesha. WI 53187 

Joining with Juniors 
Birthday wishes to America 

To celebrate our nation's 225th birthday on 
July 4, 2001, the U.S. Postal Service and the 
Smithsonian's National Postal Museum are 
teaming together to encourage elementary 
school students to participate in a special 
project called "Birthday Wishes to America." 

The USPS is hoping to set a world record 
for the most birthday wishes ever received by 
one addressee . Students are being asked to 
design and write birthday wishes that express 
their personal feelings and hopes for our 
country . The literature accompanying the 
announcement of this project contains three 
different classroom writing activities . Each 
activity is a variation of the "birthday wishes" 
theme and whichever one was chosen takes only 
about 15 minutes of time to complete. 

In one activity, paper is folded into quar
ters . An illustration is drawn on the front of the 
"card. " Inside, students are requested to write 
a four-line birthday sentiment. The saying can 
be serious or humorous . It can relate to a 
famous historic moment or person. 

As most students will be on vacation 
during the birthday celebration, they might 
also want to consider the postcard activity . 
Using a blank piece of 4-by-6-inch card 
stock, students can write their messages on 
one side and write the address and place a 
stamp on the other side . 

A letter-writing activity is suggested for 
those wishing to send a longer message. 
Students can write their thoughts about the 
nation turning the ripe old age of 225 . They are 
asked to organize their thoughts and consider 
the tone and the key message. It's also sug
gested that the letter writers start with a little 
information about themselves or include one of 
their own favorite birthday memories . 

Birthday wishes are to be sent to : Birthday 
Wishes to America, c/o The National Postal 
Museum, P.O. Box 44100, Washington DC 
20026-4100. 

You can follow the progress of the birthday 
wishes campaign on the Postal Service Web 
site. Plans are to announce campaign results 
and publicize selected birthday wishes at 
www.usps .com. The National Postal Museum 
will display some of the most creative and well
written birthday wishes. 

Club leaders may find this an exciting 
activity that can be used to reinforce patrio
tism. It could lead to discussions of stamps 
that picture various symbols of our country 

(Liberty Bell , Statue of Liberty , flags, etc .) as 
well as important historic moments featured on 
U.S. stamps . 

Plan a scavenger hunt through a mixture 
of U.S. stamps. After a certain amount of 
time to pick and choose the stamps, have 
children hinge them to a piece of paper, title 
the page, and present their mini-exhibits to 
other group members . Complete your celebra
tion with cake and candles . 

• 
Assessing the needs of youth philately 

Youth philately - where is it headed? How can 
you make a difference? What tools do you need 
to have a successful program? These and other 
such questions are always spinning through my 
head - no concrete answers - just mulling 
around waiting for inspiration and more time . 

Many youth leaders must feel at times that 
they are the only ones out there trying to make 
a difference. They give of their time , knowl
edge, and materials - often for a small group . 
They have waited for a larger organization such 
as the U.S. Postal Service or the American 
Philatelic Society to step in and provide 
direction. But the needed help still has not 
arrived. True, there are small steps being taken 
to "band-aid" the situation, but the momentum 
for a truly unique and inspiring youth philatelic 
program has yet to be developed. 

In 1988, I was asked to write a piece for the 
"American Philatelic Congress Book," by 
Barbara Mueller, then editor. The Challenge 
section of the book was conceived to "hold up a 
mirror to contemporary philately, raise issues 
and consciousness , and propose solutions and 
policies ." I wrote an article titled "Youth 
Philately: Ideas , Issues, and Insights." I 
recently reviewed the article. 

So how are we doing? Where are we 
heading? Admittedly , not very well! In fact , it 
is disappointing to think and to see that since 
1988 very little has been accomplished. There 
are many reasons why , but this is no place to 
go into those reasons and place blame on 
anyone or anything. It is not too late to make 
a difference! 

I would like to hear from you. If you have a 
youth group, what do you need to keep it 
going? If you are thinking about starting a 
group or helping with a group , what has 
stopped you from making the commitment? 

Please write to me at: P.O. Box 1451 , 
Waukesha, WI 53187 . ■ 
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Bv Charles Shoemaker. Badger Stamp Club 

A Review of the Krause-Minkus 
Standard Catalog of Canadian & United 
Nations Stamps: Second Edition 

Krause Publications 
has recently released 
its second edition of 
the Standard Catalog 
of Canadian & 
United Nations 
Stamps. I like its 
8 ½-by-11-inch size 
format with some 
350+ pages, which 

makes it somewhat easier to carry around than 
larger volumes . Furthermore, when opened, it 
has a better tendency to lay flat than many 
other catalogs I have used. 

I also like the numerous black-and-white 
photos of the stamps . The public relations sheet 
that came with the catalog stated that there are 
more than 2,500 photos and detailed drawings, 
and I believe it! The photos are crisp, showing 
great detail and the printing overall is quite 
easy to read and not too small . So far, so good! 

As with most Krause publications, the 
introductory section provides some useful 
information on the basics of stamp printing, 
condition of stamps, and tips on how to use the 
catalog to its fullest extent. To help overcome 
the lack of "accepted" catalog numbers , the 
publisher includes a card at the back of the 
catalog that the buyer can use to send for a free 
Minkus/Scott cross-reference guide . Something 
that could be handy to have. 

Pricing of the stamps for the United Nations 
and the post- l 920s issues of Canada are 
generally relegated to the most collected grades 
of condition - never-hinged very fine and very 
fine used . The earlier issues of Canada (pence 
to 1859s) are graded mint unused fine and then 
light-hinged very fine from the Large Queen 
issue to the War issue. The used are graded 
fine for most issues up to the end of the 
Admiral period, then very fine onwards. 

The United Nations section is some 160 
pages and is rather well done . It is broken 
down into New York, Geneva, and Austria, 
with additional sections of postal stationery for 
each . Singles, plate blocks, and first-day covers 
are priced. The names of the designers/artists 
and printers are given, as well as much story
behind-the-stamp information. 

Being the WFSC's resident Canadian, I 
looked forward to seeing how Krause would 
handle the Canadian section. It consists of 160 
pages plus an additional 27 pages for the 
provinces . It is important to remember that this 
is a standard catalog and not a specialized 
volume. This means that it does not go into 
great depth in certain areas such as the early 

stamps , which are listed with the basic issues 
only . The Large and Small Queens and Admiral 
issues are done this way . There is a mention or 
two of the various printings but unlike special
ized catalogs, not into any great depth. The 
modem issues - post-1930s - are done quite 
well . Crisp pictures, a fair bit of information 
on the various issues , and other details make it 
easy for the collector to use and appreciate . 

There are some minor problems . Unlike the 
United Nations section, the Canadian section 
does not price plate/inscription blocks nor 
FDCs. This would be a tedious job for the 
early issues of Canada and I can see why it was 
not done . Almost all post-1960 issues, how
ever, could be done without a major effort and 
use of space. At the least, I'd like to see prices 
for some of the more pricey issues or those that 
are known to be better as inscription blocks, 
such as the 1989 Infantry Regiment issue. This 
particular inscription block is definitely better 
than four times the single price! 

I would also urge the buyer to make use of 
the free cross-reference for Minkus/Scott 
numbers that the publisher will provide . The 

Bv Howard Shaughnessy 
Lake County (IL/ Philatelic Society 

SHAUGHNESSY Takes On 
At a Milwaukee post office, a woman com
plained to the clerk that a Pony Express rider 
could get a letter from Milwaukee to St. Louis 
in two days, and now it takes three . "I'd like to 
know why," she scoffed. The clerk thought a 
moment and then suggested, "The horses are a 
lot older now?" 

Something else that is getting old rather 
quickly are constant rate increases, which bring 
a continual stream of new postal paper. We 
barely get acquainted with the new 34s when 
the powers that be are looking to put such 
increases on a fast (or is it half-fast?) track 
bypassing the Postal Rate Commission - all 
because the Postal Service's red ink is now in 
the several-billion-dollar neighborhood. I didn't 
realize it was USPS.com. 

Getcha programs here. You can' t tell an 
airmail stamp without one. Case in point, the 
new 80¢ Mt. McKinley stamp that has no 
indicia indicating airmail. The Scott folks, 
however, intend to list it as such in their 
catalogs because "issues that meet a specific 
international airmail rate and contain an airplane 
silhouette" (there is one next to the "80" on the 
McKinley stamp) "will be treated by Scott as an 
airmail stamp." Gosh, at the pace our first-class 
rates are rising, 80¢ may be our next regular 
rate . So, let 's start applying plane silhouettes to 
all our stamps. By the way, when our president 
sees this stamp, he'll want to drill for oil in it. 

more numerous definitive and back-of-the-book 
issues of Canada are sometimes confusing when 
listed in chronological order. A novice collector 
not familiar with other catalogs may not notice 
this, but for collectors used to "groupings" as 
done by other catalog publishers, it takes some 
time to acclimate to this catalog' s listing format. 

Overall, I like this catalog. It is a nice 
addition that most collectors of basic Canada 
and United Nations stamps will enjoy and 
appreciate. 

The Krause-Minkus Standard Catalog of 
Canadian & United Nations Stamps: Second 
Edition is available from major bookstores or 
directly from Krause Publications, Book 
Department PRO! , P .O. Box 5009, Iola, WI 
54945-5001. When ordering from Krause, 
remit $19.95 plus $3 .25 for shipping (Wiscon
sin residents, add 5.5 percent sales tax; sales 
tax requirements of various percentages also 
apply to several other states.) Charge-card 
customers can order by calling 800-258-0929, 
Department PRO!. The catalog additionally can 
be ordered through the Krause Publications 
Web site at www.krausebooks.com. ■ 

I shed a tear at the news that Helio 
Courvoisier closed its doors at the end of 
April. As I collect some of the 70 countries 
this Swiss printer published over the years , 
many of their creations are in my albums . 
They were a class act; some say the Rolls 
Royce of stamp printers. The reason for calling 
it quits was simple: too much competition in 
the international market. I read that as labels 
masquerading as stamps . 

I have mixed emotions about the U.S. 
Sweden joint issue honoring Alfred Nobel and 
the centennial of his Nobel Prizes . Young 
Alfred ' s father was a successful manufacturer of 
land mines and war material . Alfred continued 
this tradition by working with nitroglycerine, 
then inventing dynamite, both of which were 
much in demand by nations engaging in war. 

After he had made millions selling these 
destructive forces, Alfred thought about his 
legacy .. . would I wish to be remembered as 
the guy who blew us to kingdom come or can I 
redeem myself by setting aside some of my 
fortune to reward achievements in physics, 
chemistry, medicine, literature and , oh yes, 
world peace. Alfred might just have been the 
first spin doctor as most folks recall the high
minded prizes and not the war material. 

One of the American Philatelic Society 
affiliates is the Lighthouse Stamp Society (No. 
221) for those who collect lighthouses on 
stamps . The Web site is : 
www.lighthousestampsociety .org . This begs 
the question: If I want to join, do I have to do 
light housekeeping? ■ 
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BeliOttb Matttteb 
Space flis~t 

Space flight began in the 
myths of human beings during 

our earliest history, not with the develop
ment of the manned rocket. The gods all 
flew and the angels flew. Most of the gods 

were born with the works of Homer; the 
angels just seem to have been around 
forever. This short article focuses on those 
gods and angels that are portrayed on 
postage stamps. 

Zeus,in 

Greek 
mythol

ogy, was the ruler 
of the sky and of 
the Olympian 
gods. In Roman 
mythology, he was 
called "Jupiter. " 

He did not create 

either mortals or 

Zeus - Greece 634 

the other gods. He was just the main boss 
and protector of the known earth. 

Zeus did not have visible wings, but he 

seemed to get around at about the speed of 

light. As lord of the sky, he had thunderbolts 

at his disposal and he used them frequently 

to enforce his will . His bird was the eagle; 

his tree was the oak. Zeus did a lot of 

fooling around with other female gods and 

with mortal women. His wife (and sister), 

Hera, knew about most of his indiscretions. 

Zeus' image is represented in sculptural 

works as a kingly, bearded figure . 

Zeus appears on about 20 stamps. 

Aena was one of the most important 

of the Greek gods . (Her Roman 

name was "Minerva.") She wasn't 

really born. Instead, she sprang from Zeus' 

head, fully grown, fully clothed, and fully 

armed. Like her "father" she had no wings, 

but traveled at warp speed to any destination 

she chose. 

As goddess of war, she supported the 

Greeks and destroyed Troy . She also was 

responsible for the destruction of the Greek 

6 May-June 2001 

ships returning from 

Troy . Basically , she 
was a mean lady. Her 
bird was the owl and 

she carried its picture 
on her shield. 

Athena's major 

temple was the 

Parthenon in Athens 
- given to her by the 
people of Athens for 

her gift of the olive 
tree. She was some

Athena - Italy D20 

what disposed to hanging about the Parthenon 
watching Athens and meddling in the business 
of the city 's citizens . 

Athena is honored on more than 25 stamps 
worldwide . 

Iris was Homer's first messenger of the 

gods. She had massive wings and flew 

wherever directed by Zeus or Hera. Her 
primary mission was to carry messages to 

humans. Her speed was noted as "the speed of 
the wind." 

Iris - Greece C23 

Iris also was the goddess of the rainbow. 

She flew across the sky with a halo of light 

around her head and with a rainbow in her 

wake. But she also could travel to the bottom of 

the sea or the depths of the underworld. 

Iris appears on about 20 stamps worldwide. 

Eros was the god of love; his Roman 

counterpart was "Cupid." He was 

mostly depicted as slender and beautiful 

with small wings - often with his eyes covered 

to symbolize the blindness of love. In early 

mythology, he was represented as one of the 

forces of nature and 

the embodiment of 
harmony and 
creative power. 
Sometimes he 

carried a flower, but 

more commonly he 
carried a silver bow 
with arrows. The 
arrows, of course, 
carried desire into 
the hearts of gods 

and mortals . 
Eros is shown on 

Eros - New Zealand 
B31 

about 10 stamps worldwide. 

Hermes (Roman "Mercury") was 

Homer's second messenger of the 
gods. Basically, he ran important 

errands for Zeus. He was the son of Zeus 
and Maia (Hera knew about Maia). 

Hermes - Argentina C39 

Hermes flew by means of small wings on 

his heels and on his hat . He also carried a 

caduceus that he used as a magic wand. 

Hermes conducted the souls of the dead to 

the underworld, or wherever. As god of 

commerce, he protected the traders and the 

animal herds . As the deity of athletes, he 

protected gymnasiums . He also was believed 

to be responsible for good luck and wealth. 

Hermes additionally was considered a 

dangerous foe and sometimes a thief. 

In architecture, he was shown as a 

mature, athletic, beardless man. In art, he 

was mostly shown as a nude and well-built 

young man. 

His job as messenger has carried him into 

the stamp field . Hermes can be found on 

hundreds of stamps worldwide. As with the 

other gods, he principally is known for stamps 

in the Greece region. His messenger role , 

however, has carried over into the philatelic 

world where he is represented as a carrier of 

the mail - especially quick-delivery mail. As 

"Mercury," he gave his name to the United 

States' first man-in-space program. 
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ollo was the 
son of 

Zeus 
(again) and Leto . In 
Homer's stories, he 
was a god of 
prophecy . Also, he 

sometimes gave the 
gift of prophecy to 

mortals . 
Apollo was an 

Apollo - Greece 184 

accomplished musician and played his lyre 
for the other gods . He was a master archer 
and a fleet-footed athlete. Apollo gave his 
name to the United States' man-on-the-
moon project. 

Apollo was a special protector of young 
men . He also was the god of agriculture and 
cattle, as well as the god of light and truth. 
Apollo taught humans the art of healing. 
Like the other gods, Apollo could be stem 
and cruel. At one time, he kidnapped and 
raped a young Athens princess - like 
father , like son. 

It is said that he was the first victor in 
the ancient Olympics . As such, his picture 
on postage stamps commonly shows him as 
a discus thrower. 

About 20 stamps show Apollo. 

els (Greek "messenger") are the 

pecial messengers of God, or the 

intermediaries between God and 

humans . Almost all religions are concerned 
with the relationship between humans and 
some supreme being, and angels fulfill most 
of this communication need . In ancient 
Greek religion, in Judaism, Christianity, 

and Islam, this relationship is thought to 

Angels - Spain RAC13 

involve angels . These divine messengers are 
sent by the gods to instruct, inform, or 

command the humans. 

An angel can function as a protector, a 
heavenly warrior , or even a cosmic power. 

Additionally, angels can be almost demonic. 
Angels , therefore, can be broadly defined as 
personified powers mediating between the 
divine and the human. 

On postage stamps, angels can appear as 
cute, angry, mean, solemn, stuffy, reserved, 
very proper, and numerous other postures . 
They are especially numerous in the role of 
"peace and good will " around the Christmas 
holidays . 

Angels appear on stamps of most countries 
of the world. Angel stamps, therefore, number 
into the many hundreds. 

Daedalus and Icarus were father and 
son in ancient Athens. They weren't 
gods of any kind and flew only 

because of the father's special gifts . 

Daedalus and Icarus -
Greece C24 

Daedalus was a talented and intelligent 

craftsman. He also was a troublemaker of 
sorts. He pushed his apprentice, Talas, from 
the top of the Acropolis and was convicted of 

murder (it is said that Athena saved Talas) . 
But the conviction stood, and Daedalus and 
Icarus were exiled to Crete. 

On Crete, Daedalus got into trouble for 
fooling around with King Minos' wife . 

Daedalus and son were banished to the laby
rinth to become another meal for the Minotaur 
(a beast that was half man and half bull) . 
Daedalus ' talents helped him to fashion wings 

of wax and bird feathers for himself and 
Icarus. The main intent was to leap off the 
labyrinth wall and fly to safety on a nearby 

island. Daedalus warned his son not to fly too 

high or the sun might melt his feathered 
wings . Being a typical son, Icarus flew too 

high, lost his feathers, and crashed into the 

lcarian Sea - dead, of course, on impact. 

Daedalus flew on to safety on another island. 

Daedalus and Icarus appear on more than 

50 stamps worldwide . Because of his success

ful flight, Daedalus is sometimes depicted as a 

symbol of aviation progress and safety . ■ 

Reference 
Much of the information presented here, 

and more, can be found in Microsoft's online 
encyclopedia, Encarta. 
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By Robert J. Mather 
Waukesha County Philatelic Society 

Who's Who in the WFSC 
Member: 
Rosemary 
Jahnke 

The city of Wauwatosa 
is home to Rosemary 
Jahnke and Ralph, her 
husband of 30 years . 
This couple have raised 
two boys, neither of 
whom are stamp Rosemary Jahnke 
collectors . Ralph isn't a 
collector either and lets Rosemary do her thing 
when it comes to stamps . 

Rosemary has worked for West Allis 
Memorial Hospital as a pharmacist for 28 years . 
Ralph has worked for Ball Corp . 's Beverage 
Container Division for 25 years. Rosemary and 
Ralph own 50 acres on the Mississippi River 
about midway between LaCrosse and Prairie du 
Chien. She enjoys the time spent hiking that 
area and the closeness to nature and peace that it 
affords . She also enjoys watching the Packers 
and the Badger football teams . 

Rosemary became a stamp collector back 
in junior high school days when she came 
across a letter franked with several pretty 
flower stamps. They caught her eye and she 
started collecting any stamp that she could 
get her hands on . Like many of us, Rose
mary learned the hard way when she used 
Elmer's glue to mount her first stamps in an 
album. Fortunately, Elmer's glue is water 

DAVID ALDRICH 
STAMPS 

Austria 
Switzerland 

Liechtenstein 
Canada 

Baltic & Former Soviet 
Union Countries 

First & Third Sunday of the Month - at 
Sokol-Tabor Hall, 6630 W. 16th St. 

Berwyn, IL 

P.O. Box 513 
Arlington Heights, IL 60006 

(847) 253-0085 

soluble and she was later able to somewhat 
save them intact. 

As a novice collector, Rosemary obtained 
stamps from any envelopes that she came 
across . She bought packets of stamps at 
Woolworth's and from the H.E. Harris Co. as 
well. She started out as a general collector but 
gradually settled on U.S. stamps , both mint and 
used. About five years ago, however, she 
stopped collecting mint U.S. as she realized she 
would never recoup her investment, and the 
cost was just too great to stay current. Now, 
her primary interest is used on cover and postal 
history, which she believes to be a much 
greater challenge. 

Rosemary has had some rather interesting 
finds. She discovered the earliest-known 
use of plate No. 4 of the 14¢ Iceboat 
from the Transportation series .. .ln her 
search for Doane cancels, she has found 
several eartiest-known ... some only-known ... 
and some latest-known examples. 

In 1999, when the American Topical 
Association Chapter No . 5 was being reorga
nized, she was looking for a new area of 
collecting and became interested in topicals . 
She started collecting teddy bears and joined 

the newly reorganized club. She now also 
collects mermaids . 

In addition to ATA Chapter No. 5, Rose
mary is a member of the Wisconsin Postal 
History Society and the Wauwatosa Philatelic 
Society . She joined the WPS about 15 years ago 
and was the youth leader for a time . She then 
served four years as vice president and another 
six years as president. Today, she serves on the 
board of directors. 

Rosemary is also is a member of the Mil
waukee Post Card Club . She became interested 
in this group while searching for cancels . The 
picture side of the cards piqued her interest to 
the point that she joined that club . 

Rosemary has had some rather interesting 
finds. She discovered the earliest-known use of 
plate No . 4 of the 14¢ Iceboat issue from the 
Transportation series, and the find has been 
certified. In her search for Doane cancels, she 
has found several earliest-known examples , 
some only-known examples, and also some 
latest-known examples. 

Rosemary has these words of wisdom for 
other stamp collectors : "Keep searching until 
you find what pleases you . Don' t give up, but 
collect what you enjoy." 

We send Rosemary our best wishes and 
hope that she has many more years of collecting 
enjoyment. ■ 

More Stories of Great Finds 
A No. 6 lucky streak 

George Cook, WFSC member-at-large from 
Ames, IA, has regularly attended the annual 
Stamp Out Cancer Auction sponsored by the 
Quad City Stamp Club . The 2001 event was 
held on April 1, at Jumer's Castle Lodge, in 
Bettendorf, IA. 

At this year's auction, George won a large 
bulk lot of on-paper stamps. Within the lot, he 
found the rare plate No. 6 of the 1981 18¢ Flag 
and Anthem (Scott 1891). 

Ironically, this wasn't George's first chance 
winning of a lot that included this rarity . In 
1999, he had acquired a brass coil stamp 
dispenser at an eBay auction. When he received 
the dispenser in the mail, he noted that it just 
happened to contain some stamps - a partial 
roll of Scott 1891 that produced a treasured 
strip of five of plate No. 6. 

The Stamp Out Cancer Auction consists of 
material donated from collectors nationwide . 
Quad City Stamp Club members Jot the mate
rial (most without reserves) and compile a 
catalog . Auction proceeds go to the local 
Illinois and Iowa chapters of the American 
Cancer Society. Cumulative donations to the 
two chapters topped the $100,000 mark after 
last year's 23rd annual event. 

The sandwich group decision 

This find involves Robert Lieb , a specialist 
collector of the 1898 Trans-Mississippi issue . 
Bob is a former member of the Badger Stamp 
Club (Madison) and briefly served on the 
WFSC Hall of Fame Committee. (He now 
resides in Georgia.) 

As a WFSC committee appointee, Bob 
participated in the WFSC's Executive Board 
meetings. At one of those meetings, attendees 
headed out for lunch in two groups formed on 
the basis of food choice . Bob chose to join the 
sandwich group. Another member of the 
sandwich group happened to have an auction 
catalog and Bob began flipping through it. To 
Bob' s amazement, he spotted a Trans-Missis
sippi cover he never knew existed and that 
would substantially enhance his collection. 

Bob's bid with the auction firm eventually 
won the cover. The cover, in tum, subse
quently won Bob a $50 cash prize when it was 
featured as "A Cover With A Story, " in a 
recent issue of U.S. Stamp News. 

This cover actually has two stories: its 
historical significance plus its happenstance 
discovery . Had Bob not chosen the sandwich 
group, who knows if he ever would have 
learned of the cover' s existence . 
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Bv Hank Schmidt. P.O. Box 3153. 
Oshkosh. WI 54903-3153 (e-mail 
artcov@vbe.com). Mbr .• Oshkosh 
Philatelic Society 

Shortly after I received my first cacheted 
first-day cover way back in August 1951, I 
began to think that FDCs would be a good 
medium for advertising. After all, I had seen 
or heard advertising in and on just about 
everything imaginable . Nevertheless , it was 
not until about 12 years later that I saw a 
FDC with the name of a business tucked 
under a well-known commercially produced 
cachet. This goes to show that no part of any 
avenue destined for public exposure is 
immune to advertising . 

Comparing my observations with other 
FDC collectors, I learned that advertising 
messages are often found on FDCs. My further 
observations revealed that the finn doing the 
advertising is sometimes a business related to 
the subject of the stamp; sometimes there is no 
relationship at all. 

Cachets that convey an advertising mes
sage can be classified into three groups. The 
first is a popular commercial cachet with 
only a line or two of advertising under the 
cachet. In this group , you might also find the 
cachet with just a company logo below it. 

The second group includes a cachet that 
has been created strictly for advertising, 
where the advertising message is usually 
pertinent to the stamp subject. Charitable 
organizations have been known to use this 
type of cachet to promote their fund-raising 
campaigns, as have political organizations to 
promote their candidates as well as to request 
campaign contributions . 

The third type is when a business will save 
the expense of a cachet design and use its 
regular comer card (see ATFP, March 1995, p. 
5) or business envelopes as cacheted covers. In 
this case, the business doing the advertising 
produces a product or service that almost 
always is related to the subject matter of the 
stamp on the FDC. 

To be more specific, when the U .S. 
Postal Service ' s Nursing issue (Scott 1190) 
debuted in 1961 , one of the pharmaceutical 
companies had its drug salesmen obtain the 
names and addresses of nurses employed in 
the hospitals on their routes . The company 
then sent all of these nurses a FDC for that 
stamp. The covers included Artcraft cachets 
with the drug company's name located at the 
bottom of the cachet area. 

THE" HEROIC 
DEE D 5 

IN WORl0 WAR 0 

THl PHOENIX · CONN[CTICUY GROUP 
FIU INSUllANCl COMPANIIS 

MAIT101D, CONN!tCTICUT 

MR,HSRBERT. J,FALLERT, 
STE.GENEVIEVE; 
JJISSOURI 

Ea. 
"The Phoenix-Connecticut Group I Fire Insurance Companies I Hartford, Connecticut" added to a 

House of Farnam cachet on Scott 936 FDC. It 's assumed this cover was sent to the 
insurance company's policyholders. 

Some years later, when the Clara Maass 
stamp (SC 1699) was issued, the Clara Maass 
Hospital of Newark, NJ, had Artcraft design a 
cachet that was slightly different than the stan
dard Artcraft cachet for this stamp. The hospital 
then sold these covers to the public at a premium 
to raise funds for a new addition to the hospital. 
(Clara Maass was an early 20th century nurse 
who succumbed to yellow fever while assisting in 
research to discover the cause of the disease.) 

As for rating the collectibility of these 
covers, that is a matter of choice. There are 
collectors who regard themselves as purists and 
would not have a cacheted FDC in their 
collections that includes any sort of advertising 

or solicitation, even if threatened with execu
tion. Then there are collectors like myself who 
consider a cachet with advertising as another 
variety of cachet to collect. If I am thought to 
be an archivist (a preservationist of historical 
artifacts), then advertising, as it ages , becomes 
more and more historically significant. 

The Planty and Mellone catalogs list cachets 
containing advertising as legitimate cachet 
varieties. This only proves that I am not alone 
in this type of thinking . It's what you like 
versus what I like, and there is no real basis for 
a productive debate. 

Now that I have said it, pray tell me, what 
do you have to say? ■ 

NOT MANY LEFT 

Wisconsin 
Sesquicentennial FDCs 

Produced by the Oshkosh Philatelic Society 
(our first cachet for a first day) 

$1.50 ea. plus a No. 10 SASE 
Make check or M.O. payable to: 

Oshkosh Philatelic Society 

Send to: 
OPS, P.O. Box 3153, Oshkosh, WI 54903-3153 
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Show Calendar and Registry 
List your show, bourse, auction or event 

ma:a FREE for WFSC member-club shows - classified rates for 
non-members and all other events 

May 5-6 
WISCOPEX 'O I 

hosted by Sheboygan Stamp Club/ 
Manitowoc Philatelic Society 

Sheboygan Armory, 500 block of 
Broughton Dr. and corner of 

Pennsylvania Ave., Sheboygan (Contact: 
SSC, P.O. Box 907, Sheboygan, WI 53082) 

September 29 
WAUSAPEX 'O I 

Wisconsin Valley Philatelic Society 
VFW Hall, 388 River Dr., Wausau 

(Contact: WVPS, P.O. Box 71, 
Wausau, WI 54402-0071) 

June 16-17 
20th ANNUAL SHOW AND BOURSE 
Northwoods Stamp and Coin Club 

Nicolet College, LRC Building 
County Hwy. G, Rhinelander 

Sat. IO a.m.-5 p.m.; Sun. 10 a.m.-4 p.m. 
(Contact: Larry Marten, 3295 Hancock Lake 

Rd., Harshaw, WI 54529 - 715-282-5636) 

October 2 7-28 
TOSAPEX '01 

Wauwatosa Philatelic Society 
St. Aloysius Gonzaga Hall, 1435 So. 

92nd St. , West Allis (Contact: WPS, P.O. 
Box 13102, Wauwatosa, WI 53213) 

The summer ATFP schedule is bimonthly with a 
May-June and a July-August issue. 

June 23-24 
TRI-PEX '01 

Italian Amer. Stamp Club, North Shore 
Phil. Soc., Polish Amer. Stamp Club 

St Aloysius Gonzaga Hall, 1435 So. 92nd St., 
West Allis (Contact Robert Henak, 

NSPS, P.O. Box 17832, Milwaukee, WI 
53217 - 414-351-1519) 5/01 

APS STAMPSHOW 
2001 

Coming to Wisconsin's Backyard 

August 23-26 
(See ad on p. 2) 

, 

September 14-16 
MILCOPEX '01 

Milwaukee Philatelic Society 
Family Living Center Bldg., Wisconsin 
State Fair Park, Milwaukee/West Allis, 

1-94 & 84th St. (Contact: MPS, P.O. Box 
1980, Milwaukee, WI 53201-1980) 

March 9-10, 2002 
WISCOPEX '02 

hosted by Rockford Stamp Club 
Forest Hills Lodge, 9500 Forest Hills 
Rd., Rockford, IL (Contact: Dwane 

Kaplenk, P.O. Box 230 I, Rockford, IL 
61131-815-398-0813, rockaires@ xta.com) 

CLUBS - BE PREPARED! Reserve space now for displaying your 
eight October National Stamp Collecting Month exhibit pages to 

be furnished by the WFSC with the September ATFP. 

MAY AuctioN AT COMPEX 
ORdER YouR CATALOG Now 

CONSIGNMENTS WANTED FOR APS STAMPSHOW AUCTION 

• Mint and Used 
• Accumulations 

• Singles, Sheets, Plate Blocks 

• U.S. and Worldwide Collections 
r-----------------, 
I O Please send me your next auction catalog. I 
I O I want to consign material to an upcoming auction. I 
I Name: _ ______________ I 
I I I Address: _______ ________ I 
I City: _______ State: ZIP: ---- 1 
I For Consignments - Phone: ( I 
L _________________ J 

2001 Summer/Fall Auction Schedule 

APS STAMPSHOW August 23-26 
official auction Stephens Convention Ctr., Rosemont, IL 

CHICA GOP EX 
official auction 

November 16-18 
Stephens Convention Ctr., Rosemont, IL 

Official APS Auctioneer Since 1995 

- www.stampkingchicago.com 

7139 West Higgins Road, Chicago, IL 60656-1972 
1-800-919-BIDS (2437) 
(773) 775-2100 • FAX (773) 792-9116 
Store Hours: Monday - Saturday 10 a.m. - 6 p.m. 
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Italian American Stamp Club 
North Shore Philatelic Society 
Polish American :stamp Club 

present 

TRI-PEX STAMP FAIR 
at 

St. Aloysius Gonzaga Hall 
1435 S. 92nd Street 

West Allis, Wisconsin 

Saturday, June 23, 2001 10 AM - 5 PM 
Sunday, June 24, 2001 10 AM - 4 PM 

Free Admission and Parking 

Gfeen. Bav 
t 

For Information or bourse application 
Rob Henak 

(414) 351-1519 
henak@compuserve.com 

l/ 



MILCOPEX 2001 
Milwaukee Philatelic Society, Inc. 

Organized Nov 5, 1899 - 102 years of Philately in Milwaukee 

Annual Postage Stamp Exhibition and Bourse 
Hosting Eire Philatelic Association AGM and Exhibition 

September 14, 15 & 16, 2001 
Friday 12pm to 7pm, Saturday 10am to 5pm, Sunday 10am to 4pm 

Wisconsin State Fair Park 
Family Living Center 

South 84th Street and West Greenfield Ave 

West Allis, Wisconsin 

Free Admission 
American Philatelic Society 

Champion of Champions Qualifying Exhibit . 
Judging Seminar and Critique 

Awards Banquet Saturday Night 

2750 pages of Philatelic Exhibits 
United States & United Nations Post Office 

Youth Program on Friday, Saturday and Sunday 

For Exhibit Prospectus 
Robert Henak 

PO Box 170832 
Milwaukee WI 

53217-0832 

Bourse Application 
John R. Fagan 

W140N7470 Lilly Rd 
Menomonee Falls WI 

53051-4608 

All Other Information 
Milwaukee Philatelic Society 

Roger Szymanski 
PO Box 1980 

Milwaukee WI 53201-1980 


