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www.wfscstamps.org  R 
emember that Boy 

Scout motto? Itôs 

sound advice and 

appropriate for WFSC club 

preparation for WISCOPEX 

2017 to be held May 6-7, at 

Stevens Point, WI. Weôll hold  

our 86th Annual Business Meeting at           

WISCOPEX 2017 and you need to prepare 

now by selecting your club delegate to attend 

the meeting. Then have your delegate informed 

of your club actions on the following items:  

¶  Bylaws amendment vote ï 

  

 Under ARTICLE VIII, OFFICERS,  

 Section 1, the word ñsevenò shall be 

changed to ñfiveò to read: 

  

 The elected officers shall consist of        

a President, a Vice-President, a          

Secretary, a Treasurer, a Vice-President 

Youth  Division, and five Regional  

Vice-Presidents. 

  

 PURPOSE: To conform with a motion 

made and passed at the WFSC Summer 

Executive Board meeting, July 16, 2016, 

to eliminate the positions of south     

central region VP and the second VP    

in the southeast region. The reason for 

the motion  being to align the number   

of regional VPs with the number of   

regions. 

  

¶ Officer elections ï This year weôll     
vote for president, vice president, VP 
Youth Division, and five regional vice 
presidents. (Check the masthead on the 
bottom of page 2 to locate your clubôs 
region.) Canvas your club membership 
now for individuals to serve in one of 
those offices. Inform Brian J. Liedtke, 

 chairman of the WFSC nominating      
committee, of your recommended        
nominees. Contact Brian at 262-794-3345 
or email 
  brianliedtke@northwesternmutual.com.  

¶  Bids on future conventions ï Now is 

the time to discuss hosting WISCOPEX 

2019 and beyond. Iôm delighted to      

announce  that the Baraboo Area Stamp 

Club has offered to host to host           

WISCOPEX 2018. Itôs not too early, 

though, to get your club  name on the list 

for future years. Perhaps youôd been 

thinking of co-hosting with  another club 

in your area. Contact that club now. 

  

¶ Hall of Fame listing update ï Weôve lost 

track of some of our Wisconsin Philatelic 

Hall of Fame members. Ask your club 

members if they know the status and 

whereabouts of  the Rev. Augustine      

Serafini (Oshkosh area), Philip G. Rose 

(Madison area), Raymond J. Vedder 

(Green Bay then Cincinatti, OH area),  

and Michael Lenard (Wausau). 

  

¶ Exhibiting ï Remind your club members 

that the WISCOPEX 2017 exhibit rules 

and entry forms are available now with 

entries due by April 10. Consider filling    

a frame by entering with fellow club  

members in the 4- or 8-page exhibit      

category. Entry forms and the prospectus 

are located at 

www.wfscstamps.org/WISCOPEX. 

 

¶ Volunteers - Weôre still looking for    

someone to take over the WFSC historian 

Position. Go through your membership 

   roles for a possible candidate and report  

   back to me at klweigt@gmail.com.As individuals, present your talent and                                   
interests and weôll find a committee/position appointment for you in the       
WFSC ñofficial family.ò Contact me at the email address shown above. 

 Finally, be prepared for your delegate to return to your club with a gift from 
the WFSC for participating in the 86th annual convention. 

mailto:brianliedtke@northwesternmutual.com
http://www.wfscstamps.org/WISCOPEX
mailto:klweigt@gmail.com
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     Across the Fence Post is the official publication of the    
Wisconsin Federation of Stamp Clubs, Inc., a 501(c)3           
non-profit organization. WFSC also is a life member of the   
APS (since 1953). For more information about WFSC, please 
visit the website, www.wfscstamps.org.    
 ATFP is published monthly September through April,      
and every other month May through August (10 issues per year). 
News of Wisconsin collectors, club news and other gratis origi-
nal philatelic features are welcomed. The editor accepts submis-
sions in any format, but prefers email if possible. The editor 
reserves  the right  to make editorial changes to submitted copy.             
  Material appearing in ATFP not carrying an individual 
copyright notice may be reproduced only by not-for-profit or-
ganizations, provided the author(s) and ATFP receive credit or 
attribution. All materials carrying an individual copyright  notice 
are the sole property of the author(s).                                       
 Unless explicitly stated by an officer in conjunction with 
official WFSC business, opinions expressed by the editor or  
individual authors are not necessarily endorsed by the WFSC.
  Submission deadlines for editorial and advertising materials 
are the 1st of the month preceding month of publication (i.e. -
Jan.1st for Feb. issue). Editorial matter should be sent to:  Ray 
D. Perry, Editor ATFP, 2214 Allouez Ave., Green Bay, WI 
54311. Phone: 920-469-8925 (fiveperrys@athenet.net).  
 Send advertising material to John St. Onge, Advertising 
Manager, ATFP, P.O. Box 123, Wales, WI 53183-0123. Phone 
262-893-5210 (jcstonge@gmail.com). For a complete list of 
advertising rates and policies (display, classified, and listings), 
request a copy from the advertising manager.  

 

WISCOPEX ó17 

Full Schedule of Events  

A packed schedule of philatelic events will fill the two days 
of WISCOPEX 17 in Stevens Point May 6-7, 2017. 
Planned by the Central Wisconsin Stamp Club and the     

Wisconsin Federation of Stamp Clubs, the annual state show will 
be held at the Holiday Inn Hotel and Convention Center, 1001 
Amber Ave., just east of Stevens Point on Wis. 10. It will open to 
the public at 10 a.m. each day and close at 5 p.m. Saturday and 4 
p.m. Sunday. 
Reduced-price rooms have been set aside for WISCOPEX 

guests at the host hotel and at the adjacent Holiday Inn Express. 
Larry Glenzer, show chairman, announced that a variety of 

features are planned to attract stamp collectors from beginners to 
experienced. The show will feature free admission again, and the 
venue will allow plenty of free parking, he said. 
The Annual Business Meeting for the WFSC, which will   

include the announcement of new inductees to the Wisconsin 
Philatelic Hall of Fame, will be held on Saturday from 1 p.m. to  
3 p.m. 
The buffet meal consists of pork, baked cod au gratin, garlic 

mashed potatoes, green beans amandine, baby carrots in brandy 
glaze, and dessert selection. 
Programs on philatelic subjects will be held each day. Art 

Schmitz will speak on dead countries at 10 a.m. Saturday and 
again at noon. Dan Undersander will present a program on     
Columbian envelopes at 11 a.m. At 3 p.m. Maurice Wozniak will 
explain how a campaign by a small church in central Wisconsin 
helped to change postal policy to introduce Christmas-themed 
stamps. 
A social hour will follow the close of the show from 5 p.m. 

to 6 p.m. before the 6 p.m. Awards Dinner, at which winning 
exhibits will be announced. During the dinner, Jay Bigalke, editor 
of The American Philatelist, will speak on the production of the      
American Philatelic Society magazine. 

 
On Sunday, the Wisconsin Postal History Society will hold 

its annual membership meeting at 9 a.m. before the opening of 
the show to the public. 
Wozniak will speak again at 10 a.m. on ñWashington Slept 

Where?ò a design mistake of Barbados stamps. 
Bigalke will speak again at 11 a.m., and Gregg             

Greenwald will bring the seminars to a close with a presentation, 
ñA Study of the Handstamped óSeries 1940ô Revenue Stampsò 
from 1 p.m. to 3 p.m. 

 
 
 

http://www.wfscstamps.org
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The Editorôs Turn 

Itôs March, Happy St. Patrickôs Day! 

By Ray Perry 

  Here it is early February, football season is 
over (what a Super Bowl), basketball season is 
in full swing (weôll soon be filling out our 
brackets), and despite the fact that 
Punxsutawney Phil says there are six more 
weeks of winter, spring will be here before 
you know it. We have another full issue this 
month packed with interesting articles. 

 First, Karen leads off with a great article with previews of the 
annual meeting and how your club can ñBe Preparedò for that 
meeting including selecting delegates and a summary of issues 
that will be acted on at the meeting. Please take time to get your 
club delegate selected, review the issues, and provide direction  
to your delegate on how your club wants him/her to vote on these      
various topics. These topics include votes on bylaws amendment, 
election of officers, location of future state shows, and updating 
Wisconsin Philatelic Hall of Fame member status (please review 
the list of ñmissingò members to see if you can shed any light on 
their whereabouts). In addition, Karen reminds us to consider  
exhibiting at WISCOPEX ó17. Finally, a request that clubs     
solicit their members for possible volunteers for WFSC roles. 

 On page 4, MaryAnn shares some ideas on club auctions and 
how these can be managed. She also suggests that clubs have a 
way to notify their members in the event one of their meetings 
has to be cancelled due to weather or some other extenuating 
circumstance. MaryAnn also asks clubs to send her ideas on   
programs that work well for them so she can share via ATFP and 
we all benefit. Finally, MaryAnn asks that clubs either email her 
a copy of their club bulletin/newsletter or send it via snail mail. 
Her contact information can be found in the masthead on page 2. 

 Next, on pages 5 and 6 is an article on the 1932 Winter  
Olympics by Alex Gill. Recall that Alex wrote an article for 
ATFP on White House architect James Hoban. That article was   
in the November issue. Alex is a rising star, who is pursuing a 
degree in political science at UW-Milwaukee,  a U.S. Philatelic 
Classics Society Fellow, and collects U.S. classics and            
architecture on stamps. Following this article on page 6 are       
the results of our informal and unscientific poll on your favorite 
1932 commemorative.  

 On page 7 is a closed album for Jim Cottington and some 
insight into our website. Page 8 has an interesting article by 
George Schaetzle - Iôll let you read it to find out what itôs all 
about. 

 Jim Byrne is back on page 9 with a short article on Easter 
postcards. Also on page 9 is an article on the activities that      
will be held at the National Topical Stamp Show in Milwaukee 
this summer. Mary Ann Owens will hold a prominent spot in      
the activities. 

 Page 10 is a bit of a sad note for me as Jim and Millie Stearns 
announce their intention to go out of business. Jim and Millie   
are longtime friends of my wife and me. Jim is responsible for 
rekindling the philatelic fires in my blood and I spent many hours 
with Jim poring over stamps, drinking coffee, and solving the 
problems of the world in the Stearnsô stamp shop. I want to wish 
them good luck in their future endeavors. 

 Page 11 is a continuation of this column, and page 12 is our 
upcoming show and classified ads page. We are entering the 
spring show season; please look over the shows and find a   
couple that you can attend. Help support these local clubs as 
they take the time and effort to host a show. In addition note the 
advertisers not only on page 12, but throughout the newsletter 
and support them as they help to support this publication. 

 If you have any thoughts or comments on ATFP, please get 
them to me whether they be positive or improvement areas. 
This is really your publication but we canôt meet your needs if 
we donôt know what they are. Also, if you are interested in 
writing an article or have an idea for an article, please let me 
know. My contact information can be found in the masthead  
on page 2.  

 

 Originally back in April when Aime® Devine and I were 
thinking about themes for the yearôs issues we thought about 
one on Boy Scouts and Girl Scouts for this issue. Well as      
you can see, it morphed into something else but Karen featured     
a well known scout axiom - the Boy Scout and Girl Scout    
motto ñBe Preparedò in herðin her cover-page article. This 
month the Girl Scouts will celebrate their 105th anniversary 
(they were founded by Juliette Gordon Low on March 12, 
1912).  

 

 

 

 

 

 

                          Juliette Gordon Low, Scott 974 

 The Boy Scouts of America celebrated their 107th           
anniversary last month on February 8. The Boy Scouts were 
initially founded by Robert Baden Powell in Great Britain. 
Many countries have commemorated the two scout              
organizations on their stamps. Shown below are two U.S. 
stamps featuring the Boy Scouts and the Girl Scouts. 

               Scott 995                                       Scott 1199 

 There have been a total of five U.S. stamps issued 
commemorating the Boy Scouts and four 
U.S. stamps commemorating the Girl Scouts 
Both organizations have                            
                              Continued on page 11          
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Connecting with Clubs 

By MaryAnn Bowman 

 Spring may just be around the corner but Mother Nature 
may not be finished with our Wisconsin winters. Perhaps 
some of your clubs have had to cancel meetings due to the 
weather or perhaps your club attendance was adversely   
affected by ice, snow, or other wintry messes. If your club 
does not have a policy in effect, you may want to take some 
time to discuss how members will know whether to attend 
the meeting and what factors will play into any cancellation 
notice.   
 The Green Bay Philatelic Society does not hold their 
meeting if the local school district has called off school for 
the day. Some clubs post a notice with their local radio and 
television stations. Perhaps your club has a person who will 
email members of the cancellation or have an officer or other 
reliable person who is the person to phone if in doubt about 
the status of the meeting. 
 Although the season for worrying about having to cancel 
a meeting due to inclement weather may be behind us soon, 
if your club does not have an effective procedure or a      
cancellation policy, take a few minutes at your next business 
meeting to devise a plan, then make sure to publicize it to the 
membership and come the next winter season, include it in 
your newsletter as a reminder. 
 

Club Auctions 
 

 The Badger Stamp Club (Madison) occasionally has  
auctions that are commission free. I belong to several clubs 
and they take a small commission of 5 percent or 10 percent. 
The Waukesha County Philatelic Society has an annual   
donation auction with the entire proceeds of the items sold  
to benefit the club treasury. There are no minimum bids so 
every lot seems to find a new home. 
 One particular year, the Waukesha club had a white   
elephant auction of both philatelic and non-philatelic items 
as a part of their holiday party. Members were to each    
bring one or more items. Each item to be auctioned was 
wrapped or put in an enclosed bag and clues or other hints 
were written as to the contents.  As each item was purchased, 
the winner of the lot had to open the box/bag and show the 
item. It turned out to be an interesting and fun evening with 
many unusual items offered and challenging clues to stump 
the bidders. Again, the monies collected were donated to the 
club.   
 There are other kinds of auctions as well.   Has your   
club ever held a silent auction? Or have you tried a Dutch  

auction? A Dutch auction is a type of auction in which the auctioneer 
begins with a high asking price which is lowered until someone is 
willing to accept the auctioneerôs price or  in some cases a hidden 
reserve minimum price as set by the seller. 
 Sometimes a club has many lots but very little buying from the 
members. This may be due in part to items not fitting the collecting 
interest of the members, or perhaps a minimum bid that is too high,  
or maybe even items that just keep appearing and reappearing at   
auction after auction. What can be done so that the auctioneer does 
not waste his/her time or so the auction does not go on for too long? 
One solution is to identify the items of bidding interest to those in 
attendance by having some type of marker to place near items that 
members are interested in possibly purchasing. The markers could be 
bingo chips, small colored squares of paper, or similar small items.   
As members examine the auction lots, if they see something they 
want to bid on, they place a marker next to the lot or with the auction 
number or lot description. Once there is a marker on the lot, there is 
no need for other people to add a marker as the lot will be auctioned 
off. Those lots that have no markers will not be auctioned saving  
time as well as saving the auctioneer the embarrassment of having    
to beg for bidders. 
 Does your club have auctions? I would love to hear about other 
auction ideas that your club has tried. 
 

Would You Rather? 
 

 In past columns, I have written about ideas that clubs can use       
if they suddenly find themselves without a program or speaker.    
Now it is time for help from clubs and their members to aid in the 
development of another such program.    
 In the activity, players take turns answering questions about which 
answer they would choose if they have to choose between the two 
provided. The questions are placed in a jar or container and the    
player draws one question out, answers it by stating which of the two 
options they would rather do. Then the rest of the club members can 
answer the same question and give their input.   
 For example, the question might be: Would you rather own the 
original 24Â Jenny Invert or the Uninverted $2 Jenny souvenir sheet? 
 I need your philatelic-related questions! Either as a group or    
individuals who are so inclined can submit their ñWould You Ratherò 
question/s to me via email or snail mail by 4/15/17. Participants will 
receive a philatelic gift and you will have the satisfaction of knowing 
that you helped create an activity that can be used by other WFSC 
clubs. 

Club News 
 

 Are you sending your clubôs newsletters to me? I would love to 
share the many wonderful ideas that each of our federation clubs are 
doing but I have not received many newsletters. Your members 
would love to see their club mentioned in print. Please put me on 
your mailing list.  

Last Call for DANEPEX ô17 Exhibits – Entries Due March 31 
  DANEPEX welcomes exhibits from all Wisconsin Federation of Stamp Clubs members and features a single-frame             
championship competition. Other exhibit classes offered are Open (multi-frame), Youth, and Non-competitive. 
  
 DANEPEX ô17 judges are Dan Undersander and Tim Wait, both WFSC certified. 
  
 DANEPEX ô17 will be held Sunday, April 9, at the Crowne Plaza Hotel in Madison, WI. 
Enter DANEPEX and apply judging comments to upgrade your exhibit for WISCOPEX 
2017 scheduled three weeks later on May 6-7. 
  
 Request an entry form and more details of the competition by contacting Exhibits         
co-Chair John Pare at 608-852-7358,  pare16@mhtc.net 

mailto:pare16@mhtc.net
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Feature Article:  1932 Winter Olympics 

By Alex Gill 

Introduction 
 The 1932 Winter Olympics took place during a difficult 
time in United States history, The Great Depression.        
Although times were difficult, both financially and socially, 
these challenges did not stop some from participating in a 
longstanding tradition. As a result, the 1932 Olympic Games 
did not stop many from attending or paying attention to the 
Games as a means of forgetting the countryôs problems. 
 
Origins 
 The origins of the 1932 
Winter Olympics dates back 
to 1929 when the International 
Olympic Council (IOC) met in   
Lausanne, France, to organize 
the Third Winter Games. The 
IOC is responsible for the 
selection of Game locations, 
when they are held, and what 
events are to take place at 
the Games. At this meeting, 
they chose the site for the 
1932 Olympic Games. The 
sites considered were Bear Mountain in Yosemite Valley, 
CA; Denver, CO; Montreal, Canada; Duluth MN; and Lake 
Placid, NY. The committee chose Lake Placid, NY, because 
of its proximity to New York City, the nearby Adirondack    
Mountains, and its long history of winter recreational sports.  
(As an aside, Lake Placid was also chosen to host the 1980 
Olympic Games). However, Lake Placid was not prepared 
for the games due to a small population and the lack of    
sufficient funds to build the infrastructure. This problem  
was resolved when Godfrey Dewey, then president of        
the organizing committee, donated family land for the     
construction of the bobsled track. 
 
The Games 
 Despite the challenges, the games were one to remember.  
The Games lasted from February 4 to February 15, and were 

opened by then Governor Franklin D. 
Roosevelt, who would be elected  
president of the United States nine 
months later in November. In total,  
17 nations participated in a variety of 
sporting events. The sports included 
bobsleighing (2 events), ice hockey 
(1), figure skating (3), speed skating 
(4), cross-country skiing (2), Nordic   
combined (1), and ski jumping  
(1). Demonstration sports were     
comprised of three events including 
curling, sled dog racing, and womenôs 
speed skating. It should be noted that 
the 1932 Winter Games were the   
final Winter Olympics without      

alpine skiing. This sport was added during the 1936 Winter 
Olympic Games held in Garmisch-Partenkirchen in Bavaria, 
Germany. 
 Of the nations that participated, there were a variety       
of foreign nations that chose to participate, but the number 
was down from the 1928 Winter Games in St. Mortiz,            

Switzerland. One of the factors that contributed to this decrease      
was the Great Depression and a lack to funds to send athletes.        
The nations that did not return included Argentina, Estonia, Latvia, 
Luxembourg, Mexico, Netherlands, and Yugoslavia. Participating 
nations included Austria, Belgium, Canada, Czechoslovakia, Finland, 
France, Germany, Great Britain, Hungary, Italy, Japan, Norway,    
Poland, Romania, Sweden, Switzerland and the U.S. When the Games 
ended, the United States won the most medals with a total of six gold, 
three silver, and two bronze for a total of 12 medals won out of the 42  
medals that were awarded at the Games. In second place, Norway 
won three gold, four silver, and three bronze for a total of 10 medals. 
 According to the same final report conducted by the International 
Olympic Committee, it was difficult to make a full analysis of   
whether the 1932 Winter Olympic Games were profitable or not  
based on attendance. The report stated that standing room tickets   
cost a dollar each, or approximately $17 today when adjusted for  
inflation. Furthermore, grandstand tickets were $3 each with          
exception of the opening and closing ceremonies and the ski      
jumps. When adjusted for inflation, it would be a total of $53 for a 
grandstand ticket. In addition, bleacher seats were priced at $2 with 
the same exceptions, or approximately $35 today when adjusted for 
inflation. Tickets were also offered in season packages which offered 
attendance to all events. The report stated that if one were to purchase 
a season pass, they would save half compared to buying separate   
tickets for all the events. A common problem at the games was      
unfavorable weather conditions when bad winter weather often      
was the cause of delaying, cancelling, rescheduling, or moving   
events to different venues. As a result, it was difficult to conduct a 
truly accurate analysis of attendance and approximate attendance 
numbers were based on the total number of tickets sold for individual 
events. 
 
The Stamp 
 At the time of the Winter Games, it 
was considered tradition for the host   
nation of the Olympic Games to issue a 
stamp to commemorate the occasion. As  
a result, on January 25, 1932, the then 
U.S. Post Office Department issued a  
single two-cent engraved, carmine-red 
colored stamp, which depicted a ski   
jumper in the air in the middle of his 
jump. Initially, the Lake Placid Chamber 
of Commerce asked the village postmaster 
to suggest a commemorative stamp to help 
commemorate and advertise the event. Later, a New York              
congressman helped persuade reluctant cost-conscious postal        
officials and the stamp subject was approved. The stamp was issued 
only days before the opening ceremonies and initially only sold at   
the Lake Placid Post Office and in Washington D.C. The stamp turned 

out to be incredibly popular as 
the Lake Placid Post Office 
opened at 7 a.m. and by         
mid-morning, their entire     
supply of 400,000 stamps was 
completely sold out. Moreover, 
the state police were even called 
in to supervise long lines of  
enthusiastic customers looking 
to purchase stamps and make 
souvenir first-day covers to 
commemorate the event. 
                  Continued on page 6 
 

1932 Lake Placid                                 
Winter Olympics Logo 

A Bobsled Team            
in Action 

Scott 716 

Bobsled team at the                                
1932 Winter Olympics 
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Continued from Page 5 
Conclusion 
 The 1932 Olympic Games were a significant event and took 
place at an important time in our nationôs history.  The Games 
allowed for citizens of countries around the world to pursue their 
sporting interests and partake in international cooperation and 
peace during a difficult time in world history. 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Feature Article Continued:  1932 Winter Olympics  
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and the Post, 19 November 2007, 
http://arago.si.edu/category_2033010.html.  Accessed 10       
December 2016. 

 
Works Progress Administration Federal Art Project.  Olympic 
bobsled run, Lake Placid Up where winter calls to play. 1932.  
United States Library of Congress, Washington D.C.  
http://www.loc.gov/pictures/item/94502739/. Accessed 10     
December 2016. 
 

 

Results of 1932 Commemorative Stamp Survey 
 

 Recall that back in the September 2016 issue of ATFP Aime® 
Devine wrote an article on the commemorative stamps of 1932 
(the same year the Wisconsin Federation of Stamp Clubs was 
born). Aime® suggested an informal survey to see which of the 
1932 commemoratives WFSC members liked the best. Initially 
we did not get much of a response, so at MaryAnn Bowmanôs           
suggestion we reran the survey. Still not a big response, but the 
results are shown 
below. Clearly       
the three favorites 
were Arbor Day,       
Washington         
Bicentennial, and 
Winter Olympics. 
Thanks to all who 
participated in our 
informal and        
unscientific survey. 
 

Famous Norwegian Figure Skater, 
Sonja Hennie at Lake Placid 

Speed Skating Event at the 1932 Winter Olympics 

Cover Franked with Scott 716 

Stamp Votes 

Washington Bicentennial 14 

Winter Olympics 11 

Arbor Day 19 

3-Cent Summer Olympics 2 

5-Cent Summer Olympics 4 

William Penn 5 

Daniel Webster 3 

https://www.mysticstamp.com/Products/United-
https://www.mysticstamp.com/Products/United-
https://www.olympic.org/lake-placid-1932
https://www.olympic.org/lake-placid-1932
https://www.olympic.org/lake-placid-
https://www.olympic.org/lake-placid-
https://www.olympic.org/lake-placid-1932
https://www.olympic.org/lake-placid-1932
http://arago.si.edu/category_2033010.html
http://www.loc.gov/pictures/item/94502739/
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Closed Album:  Jim Cottington 

U.S. Mint Sheets , Airmails, Duck Stamps 

Back of Book, State Revenues, Test Stamps   

Plate Number Coils,  PNC Precancel Gap Strips 

PNC Back Number Strips,  First Flight Covers 

Errors, Freaks, & Oddities, First Day & Event Covers 

www. foxriverstamps .com   

P.O. Box 6, Salem WI 53168 

    See us at an upcoming show 
    or  send us your want lists. 

 

 Jim Cottington, age 69, of Middleton, WI, passed away on 
December 11, 2016. He was a longtime member of the Badger 
Stamp Club (Madison). Jim was always ready to help others in 
the hobby. He also was the go-to person for technical support in 
setting up audio-visual equipment for BSC educational programs. 
  
 As a youngster, Jim attended the now-defunct Madison Stamp 
Club with his father, who also collected stamps. Jim specialized 
in Ghana, Australia, New Zealand, the Solomon Islands, New 
Guinea and Fiji. He also enjoyed collecting topicals on baseball, 
particularly Hank Aaron. He became an authority on the Fiji bird 
surcharge overprints and produced several video presentations   
on the subject, one of which became a seminar at the APS  
Stampshow 2013, held in Milwaukee. 
  
 Jim will be missed by all of us for his enthusiasm, helpfulness 
and expertise in stamp collecting. 

Still Thinking About 
 

 Last month I wrote a few paragraphs about our website:  
www.wfscstamps.org. I mentioned a few of the things that I 
have found interesting on the website including a multitude of 
fine online exhibits just waiting for people to view. In addition  I 
mentioned the home page map featuring the location and      
information about each of the member clubs. Finally, I        
mentioned the dealer list. I hope you have had a chance to look 
some of these things over and perhaps search the website for 
more things of interest.   
 In case you havenôt, I would like to mention a couple of other 
areas of the website I think are quite worthwhile. The first is the 
youth area. This area is packed with ideas to help you with the 
junior members of your club. There are tabs for leaders, for 
teachers, for stamp collecting basics, for Wisconsin on Stamps, 
and for the Boy Scout merit badge. One tab on this part of the 
website that I think would be very beneficial shows links to  
other websites with ideas on philately for youth. In addition to 
all the ñhelpò resources there are also many activity sheets to be 
used with the juniors in your club. Many of these resources have 
been mentioned by MaryAnn Bowman in her ñConnecting with 
Clubsò column. If you have any junior members or are looking 
to attract some, I strongly encourage you to see what is available 
here to help you.  
 Our webmaster, Steve Kluskens, has done an excellent job    
of keeping our website current and easy to navigate. Take a  
look for yourself and let me know what you find particularly 
interesting.   
    

¶ That the first postage stamp (the Penny Black) was issued on    
May 1, 1840. 

¶ The first postcard was issued in 1869 by Austria. 

¶ Deltiology is the study of postcards. 

¶ That Andorra and Greenland are the only countries to provide free 
postal service to their citizens. 

¶ The U.S. Postal Service is the countryôs second largest employer 
of civilians. 

¶ The Postal Service has a larger retail market in the U.S. than 
McDonaldôs, Starbucks, and Wal-Mart combined. 

¶ There are more than 42,000 zip 

¶ The Postal Service   
moves mail by plane, 
train, truck, car, boat, 
ferry, helicopter, subway, 
float plane, hovercraft,   
T-3s, streetcars, mules, 
snowmobiles, bicycles, 
and feet. 

¶ The Peach Springs, AZ 
Post Office has walk-in 
freezers to store food to 
be delivered to the bottom 
of the Grand Canyon by 
mule train. 

¶ 19 billion U.S. postage 
stamps were printed in 
2015. 
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Special Interest:  Neat Things 

 www.foxriverstamps.com   

BUYING & SELLING  

ERROR STAMPS 

P.O. Box 6, Salem, WI 53168  

 Among the many things that I collect besides stamps are   
advertisements on the back of Confederate money, of which I 
have none, and on the back of reproduced money, of which I have 
about 40 examples. I also collect cancelled checks because of the 
artwork that one finds in the vignettes. 
 
 Once, however, I picked up a check for the amount of 
$20,000 from the 1800s drawn on the Bank of California. It had  
a notation on it of "Gold Coin." I assumed that it was a bank 
transfer of U.S. gold coins from that era. Still, it was neat because 
of the huge amount of the check. Last year I was at a coin show 
and was looking through a dealer's book of cancelled checks. I 
found another large amount check from the same bank, this time 
made out for $5,000. Not as high, but still a large amount for 
those days. 
 
 When I got home, I looked at it on both sides and was       
surprised to find a philatelic advertisement on the reverse. This 
was the first ad for stamps that I had seen on something other 
than a piece of paper. To me, it was a neat item because the   
dealer, William J Vitale, was sending a person an ad on a check 
that had a revenue stamp printed on the check, in this case,            

By George Schaetzle 

RN-C21. The date on the stamp is 1872, but I was unable to 
find out any information about when he was a stamp dealer. 
There was an auction in 2015 of Russ Rulau's collection of  
collectibles, but the auction lot that contained similar checks 
did not mention when Vitale was a stamp dealer. The prices    
in the ad are cheap enough that the ad could have been from  
the early 1900s. He must have come across a number of the       
cancelled checks and thought that this was a great way to     
advertise his business. 
 
 My problem then was where to put the check - in my         
advertising section, in my check section, or in my interesting 
philatelic items section. I chose the first. At the next show,    
however, I found another such check with the same ad on the 
back, so now I have two of the three sections covered. 
 
 One never knows what neat things one will find anywhere. 
It pays to look at everything, if time allows. 

Editorôs Note:  George sent me an e-mail stating that he had 
called the dealer from whom he bought the checks and that   
dealer verified that he had purchased the checks at the Russell 
Rulau auction held in Iola, WI. George goes on to say that 
Rulau had a great collection of many great and divergent items, 
and I am happy to have something from his collection. He 
wrote a great many books about various subjects. Thanks for an 
interesting article George. 

Wayne Youngblood Back in Wisconsin  

 Maybe some of you saw the announcement 
in the January 9 issue of Linnôs that Wayne 
Youngblood will be writing for that publication. 
Wayne has moved back to Wisconsin and joined 
the Badger Stamp Club. He retains his position 
as editor of Topical Times. Congratulations and 
welcome back Wayne. 

Native American Migratory Bird Hunting and Conservation Stamps 
Lower Brule Sioux Tribe - South Dakota  

 Your editor recently learned that many Native American tribes issue their own migratory bird and conservation stamps. I took a    
cursory look at these stamps. Some of them are quite plain and in fact do not really have a picture at all, but some of them are quite 
beautiful. Shown below is one set of these stamps issued by the Lower Brule Sioux Tribe of South Dakota. From left to right these 
are LB27 (signed by the artist) and LB28-31. Take a look for yourself and see what you think, it may spark a new collecting interest. 
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 There was a time when postcards were a major medium       
for greeting cards and publishers offered greetings for a variety  
of events: Christmas, Easter, Thanksgiving, Valentineôs Day, 
Memorial Day, and others. Easter cards are among the most    
attractive of the special event cards. 

 Before World War I began in Europe in 1914, German    
printers had a monopoly on printing fine postcards in color,     
and companies in the U.S. contracted production with them.    
The best of these cards were embossed as well as richly printed. 
In conformance with U.S. import regulations, the imported    
cards are marked with the country of origin as well as the U.S. 
publisher. With the outbreak of the war, European postcard     
imports ended and production shifted to the U.S. In the 1920s,  
the market waned, and Easter postcards became a thing of the 
past. With their colorful imagery, however, they are now        
attractive collectibles with messages of faith. 

 

Editorôs Note:  Jim has become a frequent contributor to ATFP.  
I think his articles are very interesting, easy to read, and         
educational. Even as this issue goes to press I have two more 
articles by Jim in the queue. Thanks Jim. 

Collecting Easter Postcards 

By James E. Byrne of Northwoods Philatelic Society 

Mary Ann in Milwaukee 
 

 Mary Ann Owens and her     
contributions to thematic philately 
will be celebrated at this yearôs  
National Topical Stamp Show 
(NTSS) in Milwaukee, June 23-25. 
The event will be at the Crowne 
Plaza Milwaukee Airport. 

 When Owens was inducted    
into the American Philatelic       
Society (APS) Hall of Fame, it    
was noted that she ñpioneered the 
establishment of thematic philately 
as an important exhibiting class      
at national and international        
exhibitions.ò Owens, who died       
in 2005, would have been 89 on 
June 24. She will be remembered 

with her exhibits, a birthday celebration, a seminar and with the 
annual presentation of the NTSS Mary Ann Owens One Frame 
Grand Award. 

 With her ñElephantò exhibit, Mary Ann Owens was the first  
American to earn both Gold and Large Gold in international   
thematic competition. She went on earn three international Golds 
with ñThe Beautiful Blue Danube.ò Three of her exhibits will be 
on display at NTSS: 

Å  ñThe Aspinwall Connection,ò in which she merged her 
passion for philately with her growing interest in family 
genealogy  

Å  Her light-hearted exhibit about her birthday, ñToday is 
June 24thò 

Å  ñBadgers,ò about Wisconsinôs state animal (She lived most 
of her life in that state.) 

 The birthday celebration will be on Friday, June 23, at 2:30 
p.m., immediately following the ATA Annual Meeting. It will 
include tributes and a birthday cake.  

 The seminar, ñMary Ann Owens Lives,ò will be an informal 
look at her written legacy. It will be presented by Jack Andr® 
Denys, immediate past president at ATA. He will describe The 
Colombo Chronicle, a series of newsletters for international ex-
hibitors; ñThe Philosophy of Thematic Exhibiting,ò a chapter 
from The New Philatelic Exhibitors Handbook;  and her handouts 
from the APS Summer Thematic Seminar. He will also show 
ñTopics and Themesò columns in Linnôs Stamp News.  Requests 
for photocopies of Mary Annôs writings will be taken. 

 For more information about the National Topical Stamp 
Show, visit www.americantopicalassn.org. 
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GOING OUT OF 

BUSINESS 

SALE 
AFTER ONLY 45 FUN-FILLED YEARS, IT IS TIME FOR US TO SPEND MORE TIME IN THE 

BOAT, AND WITH THE KIDS AND GRANDKIDS!!   

 

INVENTORY LIQUIDATION BEGINS AT BAYPEX ô17, IN GREEN BAY ON MARCH 

18th !! 

40% OFF RETAIL PRICE ON ALL STAMPS* 

50% OFF ON ALL PICTURE POSTCARDS* 

DEALER DISCOUNTS AVAILABLE.  BRING YOUR SALES TAX LICENSE.   

 

*EXCLUDES BARGAIN BOXES 

 
EXTENSIVE STOCK OF USA, CANADA & MOROCCO 

GREAT BACK OF THE BOOK, DUCKS, WILDLIFE, REVENUES  

MISCELLANEOUS WORLDWIDE STAMPS  

55,000 OLD PICTURE POSTCARDS 

15 CASES OF WISCONSIN POSTCARDS by CITY 
 

JIM & MILLIE STEARNS 

  
  

    PHONE:  906-774-9163                                   W8071 OLD CARNEY LAKE ROAD 

    EMAIL:  postcards@chartermi.net           IRON MOUNTAIN, MI 49801 
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 The Editorôs Turn Continued from Page 3 

Continued from page 3 

positively influenced large numbers of boys and girls over      
the years. I have fond memories of my years as a member        
of Boy Scout Troop 21 in Wauwatosa, WI. We had great times     
camping, hiking, and just having a fun. What we didnôt know at 
the time was how many life skills we were learning at the same 
time. Life skills like leadership, integrity, principles, and sound 
moral values. The Boy Scout oath is: 

On my honor, I will do my best  
To do my duty to God and my country and to obey the Scout 
Law;  
To help other people at all times;  
To keep myself physically strong, mentally awake and morally 
straight.  

The Boy Scout law is: 

A scout is Trustworthy, Loyal, Helpful, Friendly, Courteous, 
Kind, Obedient, Cheerful, Thrifty, Brave, Clean, and Reverent. 

Similarly the Girl Scout promise is: 

On my honor I will try: 
To serve God and my country, 
To help people at all times, 
And to live by the Girl Scout law. 
 
The Girl Scout law is: 
I will do my best to be 
honest and fair, 
friendly and helpful, 
considerate and caring, 
courageous and strong, and 
responsible for what I say and do, 
and to 
respect myself and others, 
respect authority, 
use resources wisely, 
make the world a better place, and 
be a sister to every Girl Scout.  
  
Both organizations have the same motto ñBe Preparedò and the 
same slogan ñDo a Good Turn Daily.ò 
 
How can anyone argue with the ethical and moral values taught 
in these precepts. 
 
Some of the more notable past members of the Girl Scouts are: 

¶ Sandra Day OôConnor, Supreme Court Justice 

¶ Barbara Bush, First Lady 

¶ Rosalyn Carter, First Lady 

¶ Peggy Flemming, figure skater 

¶ Nancy Reagan, First Lady 

¶ Sally Ride, astronaut 

¶ Debbie Reynolds, actress 

¶ Barbara Walters, journalist 
 
Notable past members of the Boy Scouts include: 

¶ Buzz Aldrin, astronaut 

¶ Walter Cronkite, journalist 

¶ John F. Kennedy, President 

¶ Tommy Lasorda, baseball manager 

¶ Alexander D. Goode, one of the four chaplains 

¶ Clark V. Poling, one of the four chaplains 

¶ John P. Washington, one of the four chaplains 

¶ Martin Luther King, Jr., civil rights leader 
 
A pretty amazing list of past and current leaders in our country. 
It was most interesting to me to find that three of the four      
immortal chaplains featured on Scott 956 shown below were 
former scouts. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                                           Scott 956  
 
 There is a Boy Scout merit badge for stamp collecting and  
the Green Bay club has hosted two workshops to help Scouts 
earn this merit badge. One of the side benefits is that five of our  
10 junior members participated in one of these merit badge 
workshops. The first workshop we conducted had a total of five 
participants, the second one had about 15 participants. The 
Green Bay club has tried to work a similar arrangement with   
the Girl Scouts, but without success so far. This may be      
something that you want to try with your club to help generate 
interest in stamp collecting with the next generation. If you have 
any questions about how the Green Bay club did it, feel free to 
contact me (contact information can be found in the masthead on 
page 2). 
 
 The three stamps shown below were issued to commemorate 
different events in Scouting history. The stamp on the upper    
left (Scott 1145) was issued in 1960 to commemorate the 50th 
anniversary of the Boy Scouts of America. The stamp to the 
lower left (Scott 2161) was issued as part of a se-tenant block   
of four that commemorated various youth organizations in  
1985, International Youth Year. The third stamp (Scott 2251) 
was issued in 1987 to commemorate the 70th anniversary of   
the Girl Scouts of America.   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                    Scott 1145 
 
 
 
      
 
 
 
 
 

                    Scott 2161  
 I hope you have enjoyed our celebration of these two great 
youth organizations. I venture to guess that many of you have 
fond memories of your days in either the Girl Scouts or the Boy 
Scouts.                                    

     Scott 2251 
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List your show, bourse, auction or other event here! 
Contact Karen Weigt, 4184 Rose Ct., Middleton, WI 53562.   

Phone: 608-836-1509, (kweigt@tds.net) 

 

 

 

 

WFSC Show Schedule 

WFSC CLUB SHOWS 

(Some dates and details may be subject to change, and there will likely be additional listings.) 

 
12/16 

www.jadecostampandhobby.com 9/17 

Back issues of ATFP 
can be viewed online at 
www.wfscstamps.org. 

April 9, 2017 

DANEPEX ô17 
 Badger Stamp Club 

Crowne Plaza Hotel, 4402 E. 
Washington Ave. (across from 
East Towne Mall), Madison, WI  
10 a.m. to 4 p.m. (contact: Bob 
Voss P.O. Box 35, McFarland, WI 

53558 (608) 838-1033 
lestamps@charter.net 

Judged Exhibits and Bourse 

July 29, 2017 

12th LAKELAND COIN AND 
STAMP CLUB SUMMER 

SHOW 

 Lakeland Stamp Club                                                              

Woodruff Town Hall, Hwy 47E, 
Woodruff, WI                                           
9 a.m. to 3 p.m.                                      

Contact: Dean Marin, P.O.B. 202, 
Woodruff, WI  54568                 

 715-356-9453 

Bourse  only 

May 6-7, 2017 

                    WISCOPEX ô17  

                       WFSC 85th  
                      Annual Convention  

                                       
Hosted by Central Wisconsin 
Stamp Club, Holiday Inn, 1001 
Amber Ave., Stevens Point, WI 

Conatact: J.D. Manville 
(715) 341-5555 
jadeco@charter.net 

Judged Exhibits, Seminars, and 
Bourse 

                                

 

July 15, 2017 

BAY DE NOC STAMP AND 
COIN SHOW 

Bay de Noc Stamp and Coin Club 
Bay College, M-TEC Bldg., Rm 
2017, 2000 N. 30th St., Escanaba, 

MI 
10 a.m. to 3 p.m. EDT 
Contact: Richard Reiffers      

(906) 233-9261       Bourse only 

 

March 18, 2017 

BAYPEX ô17 
 Green Bay Philatelic Society 
St. Matthew Catholic Church 
Multi-Purpose Room 
2575 S. Webster Ave. 
Green Bay, WI 
9 a.m. to 4 p.m.  

Contact: Ray D. Perry 
920-469-8925,                     five-

perrys@athenet.net 
Exhibits and Bourse 

 

March 4-5, 2017 

 STAMPFEST ô17 
Milwaukee Philatelic Society                                    
 St. Aloysius Gonzaga Hall, 1435 
S. 92nd St., West Allis, WI.  

Sat. 10am to 5pm 
Sunday 10 am to 3 pm. 
Contact: Robert J. Mather  
262-968-2392 or  

burrowbob@wi.rr.com 
Bourse only 

OTHER MAJOR SHOWS  
AND BOURSES  

FREE CLASSIFIED 
ADS 

If you are a WFSC                       
member club,                                           

a member-at-large,  or an 
individual belonging to a WFSC 

member club,                                                    
you are entitled to two free ads                                             

of 25 words per year.                                                            

March 11-12, 2017 

Rockford/Loves Park, IL 
 

ROCKFORD ó17,  
Rockford Stamp Club,  
Forest Hills Lodge,  

1601 W. Lane Rd. (Hwy 173)  
 

Exhibits and Bourse  

March 17-19, 2017 

Lombard, IL 
 

ASDA Midwest Postage     
Stamp Show 

Rockford Stamp Club,  
Lindner Conference Center 
610 E. Butterfield Rd.  

 
Exhibits and Bourse  

April 8-9, 2017 

Prospect Heights, IL 
 

MSDA Spring Show North  
Country Inn and Suites, 
600 N. Milwaukee Ave. 

 
Bourse  

May 19-21, 2017 

Arlington Heights, IL 
 

COMPEX ó17 
Chicago Area Philatelic Societies 
Forest View Educational Center 

2121 S. Goebbert Rd. 
 

Exhibits & Bourse  

June 23-25, 2017 

Milwaukee, WI 
 

National Topical Stamp Show 
American Topical Association 
Crowne Plaza Milwaukee Airport 

6401 S. 13th St. 
 

Exhibits, Seminars, & Bourse  

July 8-9, 2017, 2017 

Prospect Heights, IL 
 

MSDA Summer Stamp Show 
Midwest Stamp Dealers Assoc. 
Country Inn and Suites 
600 Milwaukee Ave. 

 
 Bourse only          Please  

   Support our  

    Advertisers 

Collect Stamps 

Wisconsin Duck, Salmon and Trout Stamps 
Below Face Value 

 

$50.00 Face, $35.00 
$100.00 Face, $65.00 
All different selections 

 

DAVID ALEX 
Box 2176, Glenview, Illinois 60025 

847-291-7826 

September 9, 2017 

OUTAPEX 2017 

 Outagamie Philatelic Society          
Fox Valley Lutheran High School 

5300 N. Meade St. 
Appleton, WI 

 
 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.                                      

Contact: Corey Gertner  
 920-257-4028 

 
Bourse   

September 15-17, 2017 

MILCOPEX 2017 

 Milwaukee Philatelic Society          
Crowne Plaza Milwaukee - Airport 

6401 S. 13th Street 
Milwaukee, WI 

 
 www.Milwaukeephilatelic.org 

  
Judged Exhibits, Seminars, Bourse   

Try  
Exhibiting 

http://www.jadecostampandhobby.com
http://www.wfscstamps.org

