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MILCOPEX 2014 ǒ Sept. 19 -  21  

W OW! What       a bash! 
WISCOPEX 
2014, held May 

17-18 at the 
Retlaw Plaza  
Hotel in Fond    
du Lac, was    
beyond expecta-

tions. So beyond, in fact, that 
weôve had overwhelming requests 
for annual repeats at the same 

place, same weekend in May. 
 We could not have asked for 
more cooperation from the hotel  
staff and management and the     
Fond du Lac Convention and      
Visitorôs Bureau. Members of      
the Fond du Lac Stamp Club     
excelled in providing assistance 

with publicity and on-the-spot 
help. The Fond du Lac Post Office 
accommodated us with our cancel 
request and presence on both days 
of the show.  
 A good number of volunteers 
and dealers booked rooms at the 
hotel, and those involved with 

Friday night setup enjoyed a fish 
fry, Fond du Lac style, at Faroôs. 
What a meal.  
 Visitors began pouring into   
the show on Saturday morning and 
were awed at the historic Retlaw 
Hotel setting. They participated in 
the silent donation auction, perused      
the exhibits and displays, made   

purchases at the bourse, and     
attended seminars. Many met old 

friends and feasted for lunch on       
a memorable ñgrinderò (too-big-to-
get-in-your-mouth sub sandwich) 
at the hotelôs Mancinoôs Down-

town Restaurant. 
 Delegates, WFSC officers and 
appointees attended the WFSCôs  
83rd Annual Business Meeting and 
delighted in the Fond du Lac 
Stamp Clubôs offer to host WI-
SCOPEX 2016. Minutes of that 
meeting  appear on pp. 6-7. 

 The Saturday evening awards 
banquet recalled the WFSCôs in-
ception at the Retlaw in 1932.     
Jay Bigalke, of Linnôs Stamp News 
and Wisconsin native, entertained 
attendees with a view of the future  
of philately. Three WFSC philate-
lists were inducted to the Wiscon-

sin Philatelic Hall of Fame (p. 4), 
and Chuck Shoemaker received the 
WFSCôs 2014 Dealer Recognition 
Award (p. 7). Exhibits judge John 
Par® presented exhibit awards, 
followed by a plentiful drawing of 
door prizes reminiscent of the 1956 
Wild Turkey stamp first-day cere-

mony held in Fond du Lac. All 
enjoyed chocolate turkey pops for 
dessert and many concluded the 
evening with fellowship at the 
hotel lobby bar. 
 Sunday saw another plethora    
of visitors, many in line to take 
advantage of the WFSCôs            
appraisal table, offered as a      

community  service and means                              
           

of getting stamps out of the attic 
and into the collector arena.  
 The Wisconsin Postal History 
Society held its Sunday morning 

annual meeting. And throughout    
the event, staff at the WFSC     
reception table made referrals to 
MaryAnn Bowman and Aim®e 
Devine in the youth and beginning 
collectorôs room. 
 It was a wonderful experience 
and I can only begin to express my 

gratitude to those who made it 
possible. Please look at the recog-
nition listing on p.2. We owe these 
folks an enormous thank you. 

  

Across the Fence Post takes           

a gold  
 Congratulations to ATFP    
Editor Aim®e Devine on achieving 
a gold in the American Philatelic 
Societyôs 2013 Chapter Newsletter 
Competition. 

 Aim®e came on board as editor 

in September 2012 and has done a 
bang-up job, not to mention what a 
pleasure it is to work with her. 
 Thank you so much, Aim®e, 
for all your hard work and dedica-
tion. It is very much appreciated. 

 Thank you also to the   

Editorial Advisory Council: 
MaryAnn Bowman and Ken 
Grant. Kudos, too, to all our 
writers. It takes a team.d 

¶ Over 2,700 pages of exhibits 

¶ Currently 24 dealers from 10 states 

¶ For more information visit: 

www.milwaukeephilatelic.org   

¶ Crowne Plaza, Milwaukee Airport Hotel                                                 

6401 S. 13th St., Milwaukee 

 

4 Visiting societies- 

¶ Military Postal History Society 

¶ Universal Ship Cancellation Society 

¶ American Society of Polar Philatelists 

¶ Mobile Post Office Society 
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     Across the Fence Post is the official publication of the       

Wisconsin Federation of Stamp Clubs, Inc., a 501(c)3 non-profit 

organization. WFSC also is a life member of the APS (since 

1953). For more information about WFSC, please visit the       

website, www.wfscstamps.org.      

 ATFP is published monthly September through April, and 

every other month May through August (10 issues per year).  
News of Wisconsin collectors, club news and other gratis original 

philatelic features are welcomed. The editor accepts submissions 

in any format, but prefers email if possible. The editor reserves  

the right to make editorial changes to submitted copy.                

 Material appearing in ATFP not carrying an individual    

copyright notice may be reproduced only by not-for-profit      

organizations, provided the author(s) and ATFP receive credit     

or attribution. All materials carrying an individual copyright  

notice are the sole property of the author(s).      

 Unless explicitly stated by an officer in conjunction with 

official WFSC business, opinions expressed by the editor or  

individual authors are not necessarily endorsed by the WFSC.

 Submission deadlines for editorial and advertising materials 

are the 1st of the month preceding month of publication (i.e.      

Jan.1st for Feb. issue).                                                               
 Editorial matter should be sent to: Aimee Devine, Editor 

ATFP, 2111 E. Luther Road, Janesville, WI 53545. Phone:         

608-758-1354 (spanishmoss72@sbcglobal.net).                                  

 Advertising material and payment should be sent to Dave 

Carney, Advertising Manager, ATFP, P.O. Box 55, Kimberly,   

WI 54136-0055. Phone: 920-687-9077 (dcarney1@new.rr.com).     

For a complete list of advertising rates and policies (display,  

classified, and listings), request a copy from the advertising     

manager.  

WISCOPEX WRAP-UP 

Enormous Thanks for Your Help with WISCOPEX 2014 
Central Wisconsin Stamp Club (exceptional auction items) 
Fond du Lac Stamp Club (monetary donation and volunteer help) 
Sheboygan Stamp Club (monetary donation) 
Waukesha County Philatelic Society (use of exhibit frames) 
 

Dave Carney, Bert Hart, Dan Young (locating and donating needed 3Â Wild Turkey stamps) 
Bob Mather (show buttons donation, hauling exhibit frames and monetary subsidy for transport expenses) 
John Par® (monetary donation and much more) 
Clarence Davis, Pres., Fond du Lac Stamp Club (show contact, coordinating publicity drops and show helpers) 
Brian J. Liedtke (exhibits chairman) 

Greg Schmidt (full-time go-to assist) 

Al Vick (WFSC treasurer, who meticulously handled all the finances) 

Bob Voss (bourse chairman, who put his heart and some of his pocketbook into the venture) 
WISCOPEX 2014 Planning Committee (MaryAnn Bowman, Ken Grant Brian J. Liedtke, John      

 Par®, Al Vick, and others in the WFSC ñofficial familyò who contributed comments) 
 

Auction Donors (49 lots) 
Auction Overseers (Aim®e Devine, Alex Gill, Bill Manke, Nancy Warner) 

Appraisers (Dave Ritger, Chuck Shoemaker, Pete Smith, Maurice Wozniak) 
Banquet Setup (Dixie Borchert, Aim®e Devine) 
Dealer Assist (Dixie Borchert, Joe Kowalski, Greg Schmidt) 
Dealers (13 who ventured to a new venue) 
Door Prize Ticket Supply (Curt Shawkey) 
Exhibitors (ATA, BSC, and WCPS, Jay Bigalke, Ken Grant, Rob Henak, John Par®) 
Exhibits Setup and Takedown (Brian J. Liedtke, Bob Mather, John Par®) 
Friday Night Setup (David, Dixie and Angie Borchert; Bob Mather; John Par®; Bob Voss; Nancy Warner; Karen Weigt) 
Judges (Brian J. Liedtke, John Par®) 

Photos (Jay Bigalke, Aim®e Devine, Karen Weigt) 
Publicity (MaryAnn Bowman - mailing, Maurice Wozniak- press releases) 
Seminar Speakers coordinated by MaryAnn Bowman (Jay Bigalke, Stan Ewert, Ken Grant, John Par®, Art Schmitz, Jim Stollenwerk) 
Setup and Takedown (David, Dixie and Angie Borchert; Clarence Davis; Bill Manke; Mike Koepke; Greg Schmidt) 
Show Cancel Design and Cancelling (Jay Bigalke) 
Society Table (Jay Bigalke, Dixie and Angie Borchert [full-time], Ken Grant, Nancy Warner, Karen Weigt) 
Special Displays (David Borchert, Darren Mueller, John Par®) 
Youth and Beginners (MaryAnn Bowman, Aim®e Devine) 

http://www.wfscstamps.org
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FEDERATION FOCUS 

By WFSC President Karen Weigt 

 
SUMMER EXECUTIVE BOARD      

MEETING 
The WFSCôs summer Executive Board meeting  
is scheduled for 10 a.m. on Saturday, August 2, 

2014, at Mancinoôs Downtown restaurant. The 
restaurant is located in the Retlaw Plaza Hotel, 
One North Main Street, Fond du Lac, Wis. The 
meeting will be held in Mancinoôs Epic Room. 
 
Interested WFSC members are always welcome 
to attend and participate in discussions. For 
further information, contact WFSC Secretary 

Ken Grant at 608-356-7593 or                     
kenneth.grant@uwc,edu. 
 

                                                                                       

2014-15 ELECTION RESULTS 
Delegates at the 2014 Annual Business Meeting 
re-elected all current WFSC officers. The list-
ing appears on p. 2 within the ATFPôs mast-

head. Their service is greatly appreciated. 

 

THANK YOU TO JOHN FAGAN FOR 

HALL OF FAME PINS 
John Fagan, WFSCôs Awards Chairman, has 
generously donated the significant cost of       
renewing the WFSCôs supply of Hall of Fame 
lapel pins. John has served as awards chairman 

since 1999, providing at his own cost, framed 
professional-quality award certificates as need-
ed. Thank you, John.  

 

REGION VICE PRESIDENT AWARDS 

AVAILABLE 
The WFSC has revitalized the Region Vice   
President Award. The award is intended for 

individuals who have contributed outstanding 
service to their member club, or to philately in 
general. Clubs are invited to contact their 
WFSC Region VP regarding candidates for the 
award. The VP will make arrangements to visit 
your club for the award presentation. 

 

WISCOPEX 2015 

The Milwaukee Philatelic Society is currently 
considering options for hosting the event. Plans 
and details will be announced in the September 
ATFP.  d 

Open Division 
 

First Place Awards   

Rob Henaké..The U.S. Prevent Drug Abuse Stamp                                  

       and Its First Day Covers- Best of Show 

Jay Bigalkeé..Springfield USA 

 

Second Place Award                                                                                     

Ken Granté..Baraboo, Wisconsin Postal History:                         

     From 1847 to the 1948 State Centennial  

 

Single Frame Division 
 

First Place Award                                                                                      

Rob Henaké..State Taxation of Harvested Marijuana   

 

Non-Competitive Division       
                 
John Par®é..The 1948 Wisconsin Statehood Centennial Stamp       

     and Its First Day Cover         

American Topical Assoc. Chapter 5  

  Roland Essigéé......Letôs Play Dominoes                               

  Mel Graffeniuséé...The Last Years of Egyptôs                  

                                           18th Dynasty: 1350-1293 BC               

  John Romppainené..Sports Cards      

  Bob Ulattéééé...The Little Mermaid                                      

Badger Stamp Club           

  Emma Sorensoné.....Zoos                                                           

  Sharon Whitneyé.....2014 Year of the Horse Lunar New    

        Year Issues                                         

  Gary Zinkéééé...Great Britain Penny Black Used  

               on Cover 1840                                  

  Karen Weigtééé...The U.S. 1991 Non-denominated           

         F Flower and 29Â Tulip Issues                                                                                                                             

Waukesha County Philatelic Society       

  Frank Koséééé...Malaria                                                              

        John Foxéééé.....The Faroe Islands                                                

  John St. Ongeééé..South Walpole Superemax            

                                      Sinderellas of Sixty-Nine             

  George Strieteréé...Mailboxes       

                                   

Special Awards 
                                                                                    

Am. Assoc. of Philatelic Exhibitors Silver Award of Honor         

 Ken Grantéé..Baraboo, Wisconsin Postal History:                   

                             From 1847 to the 1948 State Centennial 

                                                                                                     

U.S. Stamp Society Silver Presidentôs Award                   

 Rob Henakéé.State Taxation of Harvested Marijuana 

                                                                                                

WFSC Husak Topical Award                                             

 Jay Bigalkeéé.Springfield USA  

                                                                                                    

Wisconsin Postal History Society Award                                   

 Ken Grantééé.Baraboo, Wisconsin Postal History:                

        From 1847 to the 1948 State Centennial 

                                                                                                 

Women Exhibitors (WE) Pin                                           

 Ken Grantééé..Baraboo, Wisconsin Postal History:                           

          From 1847 to the 1948 State Centennial 

                                                                                                      

Most Popular Exhibit                                              

 Jay Bigalkeééé.Springfield USA                                                  

 Springfield USA 12; Baraboo 4; Wisconsin FDCs 4;                       

  Drug Abuse 1 

 

WISOPEX Club Award 

      Wisconsin Postal History Society                       

   

 

Judges:                                                                                                          

 Brian J. Liedtke (New Berlin, WI) and John Par®        

 (Mount Horeb, WI)                               

2014 WISCOPEX Palmares 

/;:3>-@A8-@5;:? 



 

Page 4                                                                                    Across the Fence Post                                                                           July/August 2014                    

www.wfscstamps.org/Exhibits/ 

  

T he Wisconsin Postal History Society won the WISCOPEX ô14 Club Award 
by earning the most points for exhibits   
entered at the show.           
 The purpose of this award is to encour-
age WFSC clubs to promote exhibiting. 

Points are credited to each club for which 
the exhibitor holds membership. The point 
system is as follows: Best of Show ï 4,   
any 1st Place ï 3, any 2nd Place ï 2, any 3rd 
Place ï 1.       
 Here are the points earned by each club 

at WISCOPEX ô14: 

Wisconsin Postal History Society- 12 points 

ATA Chapter 5- 4 points 

Milwaukee Philatelic Society- 4 points 

North Shore Philatelic Society- 4 points 

Badger Stamp Club- 3 points 

Good job, Wisconsin                                                 

Postal History Society! 

FEDERATION NEWS 

Three Join Wisconsin Philatelic Hall of Fame 
By Karen Weigt 

T 
hree prominent Wisconsin philatelists 
joined the Wisconsin Philatelic Hall         
of Fame on May 17, 2014. The in-        

duction ceremony of Dave Carney, Ken Grant, 

and Robert R. Henak took place at the              
WISCOPEX ô14 Awards Banquet held at              
the Retlaw Plaza Hotel, Fond du Lac, Wis. 
  

Dave Carney, of    
Kimberly, Wis., joined 
the Central  Wisconsin 
Stamp Club in 1975 and 

served as an officer for 
most of the 27 years he 
lived in the area. While 
teaching at a Wisconsin 
Rapids junior high 
school, he organized 
youth stamp clubs and 
continues to enjoy  

helping beginning    
collectors with their 

questions about the hobby.  

 After retirement, he moved to the Fox  

Valley area and became a member of the    

Outagamie Philatelic Society and the            

Oshkosh Philatelic Society, where he is          

the current treasurer.  

 Dave has helped organize WISCOPEX     

on two occasions and has been an exhibitor, 

winning a gold award for his exhibit of Wood 

County postal history back in the 1980s. 

 He is a member of the American Philatelic 

Society and a recognized APS stamp dealer. 

For the past 30 years, he had been particularly 

active as proprietor of Daveôs Stamps at shows 

throughout the state of Wisconsin. Dave       

received the WFSC Dealer Recognition Award 

in 2003. 

 For the last 13 years, Dave has served as 

the ATFP ad manager. 

 Dave was nominated by the Oshkosh Phila-

telic Society with seconds from the Wisconsin 

Valley Philatelic Society, Outagamie Philatelic 

Society, Central Wiscon-

sin Stamp Club, and 

Green Bay Philatelic 

Society. 
 

 Ken Grant, of Bara-

boo, Wis., organized the    

Baraboo Area Stamp 

Club in 1978 and has 

been sending out meet-

ing notices for the last    

34 years. 

 In 1999, he was elected to the American 

Philatelic Research Library Board and spent 

four years as secretary and went on to serve as       

the president. As APRL president and past-

president he has served on several American 

Philatelic Society committees. In 2011, he     

was elected APS secretary. 

 Since 2005, Ken has been editor/co-editor 

of Badger Postal History, the Wisconsin Postal 

History Society journal. He has been secretary     

of the WFSC since 2010. Heôs also on the 

WFSCôs Publicity and Public Relations Com-

mittee and was active on the WFSCôs Stamp-

Show ó13 Planning Committee and this yearôs 

WISCOPEX committee. 

 He is furthermore editor of the Cinderella 

Philatelist, newsletter of the Cinderella      

Stamp Club and is on the Board of the U.N. 

Philatelists. 

 His nomination states, ñKen has gone 

above and beyond of what anyone could ex-

pect of a philatelist.ò 

 Ken was nominated by the Milwaukee   

Philatelic Society with seconds from the 

Waukesha County Philatelic Society and       

the ATA Chapter 5. 

 Rob Henak, of Fox Point, Wis., is a    

member of the North Shore and Milwaukee 

Philatelic Societies, as well as the ATA       

Chapter 5 and Wisconsin Postal History       

Society. He serves on the MILCOPEX       

Committee as exhibits chairperson and almost 

single-handedly has been responsible for        

TRI-PEX, held annually in June. 

 Rob is currently chairman of the WFSC 

Judging Committee  and was instrumental in 

developing guidelines and criteria for deter-

mining eligibility to become a WFSC judge. 

Rob always graciously accepts calls to judge 

state and local shows and to serve as          

WISCOPEX Exhibits Chair. He has helped 

and mentored many new collectors along the 

way, always finding time to give helpful    

suggestions and critiques. He recently became 

an APS accredited national-level judge. 

 He is a prolific exhibitor himself on varied 

specialties including postal history, topicals, 

first-day covers and state revenue stamps.      

He has exhibited on state and national levels 

and is especially known for his exhibits of  

marijuana tax stamps and material related          

to illegal drugs. 

 Rob holds member-

ship in the American 

Topical Association 

and State Revenue 

Society. 

 His nomination 

concludes with the 

statement, ñé Robôs 

willingness to volunteer 

and to help out at all 

levels of philately make 

him an ideal candidate 

for the Wisconsin Philatelic Hall of Fame.ò 

 Rob was nominated by the Waukesha 

County Philatelic Society with seconds from 

the Janesville Stamp Club, Baraboo Area 

Stamp Club and Fond du Lac Stamp Club. d 
Dave Carney 

Ken Grant 

Rob Henak 

Wisconsin Postal        

History Society Wins 

WISCOPEX ô14 Club 

Award 

See Exhibits Online 
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WISCOPEX WRAP-UP 

WISCOPEX Photos 

After setting up on Friday, everyone went 

to Faroôs for a fish fry. 

John Par® presented Jay Bigalke           

the WFSC Husak Topical  Award. 

The Crystal Ballroom provided an elegant backdrop 

for the dealer bourse. 

Another view of the bourse. David Alex helping customers at his table. 

Larry Glenzer (above) and Maurice 

Wozniak (below) looking for philatelic 

treasures. 

The exhibits were in a room of their own. 

Ken Grant helping man the WFSC table. 

Karen Weigt working at the WFSC table 

on the balcony overlooking the hotel lobby. 

Brian Liedke and Thomas Devine helping 

Jay Bigalke take down his exhibit. 


