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Welcome to the New Year 
I believe that setting a 
couple of goals for the 
new year is better than 
several resolutions that 
seem to disappear. I 
have four personal 

goals . First is to get 
my stamps organized 

and inventoried on my 
computer. Second is to 

acquire Internet access . Third, to visit my son 
in Germany this summer. And , fourth is to just 
enjoy this year and my recently remodeled 
home no matter what happens in the world. 

1997 offers a big year for the WFSC and 
Wisconsin philatelists. In addition to our two 
usual major shows, WISCOPEX in May and 
MILCOPEX in September, we have the APS 
ST AMPSHOW to look forward to in August. 
The WFSC, of course, will be represented at 
all three . Then, if your pocketbook can handle 
it, you can also get out to San Francisco in June 
to attend the gigantic Pacific 97 show. 

In addition to shows, we're looking forward 
to at least one first day in the state - The Stars 
and Stripes Forever! issue at ST AMPSHOW. 

There's also a good possibility Wisconsin could 
host a first day event for the promised Vince 
Lombardi stamp. Green Bay in July would be 
just fine . 

1997 also brings a new face to the WFSC 
Executive Board with Paul T. Schroeder taking 
office as the east-central region VP. At this 
time, I'd like to welcome Paul to the WFSC 
official family . Paul has already attended two 
Executive Board meetings and has offered 
valuable input. We look forward to more of his 
leadership wisdom. 

On the other hand , we will miss Fred 
Ericksen, who served in Paul's capacity since 
1984! Last year, Fred received the well
deserved honor of being inducted into the 
WFSC Hall of Fame. Thank you, Fred, for all 
your years of service to the WFSC , and we 
wish you well in your retirement. 

My best wishes to all our WFSC members, 
too, for a great new year. ■ 

WFSC Announcements 
PAUL T. SCHROEDER TAKES OVER 
EAST-CENTRAL REGION VP POSITION 
On January 1, 1997, 
Paul T. Schroeder, of 
Oshkosh, WI , takes 
office as the WFSC 
EC Region VP. He 
was elected to this 
position by delegates 
at the 1996 Annual 
Business Meeting . 

A native of 
Illinois, Schroeder 
moved to Wisconsin in 1990 and joined the 
Oshkosh Philatelic Society and Wisconsin 
Postal History Society . His major collecting 
interests are postal history and postmarks . Read 
more about our new WFSC officer in next 
month' s "Who' s Who in the WFSC" column. 

COMING SOON!! - TENTH 
ANNUAL WFSC CLUB 
TRIVIA CONTEST 

Contest questions will appear in 
the ATFP February issue . 
You ' ll have until March 31, 

1997, to submit your answers . The prize is a 
three-volume set of "This is Philately, " by 
Kenneth A. Wood. 

THE WISCONSIN CONNECTION AT 
STAMPSHOW 97 

ST AMPSHOW 97 (the biggest national show 
in the USA) will be held in Milwaukee this 
August. One of the meeting rooms will be set 
aside exclusively to feature the expertise of 
Wisconsin stamp collectors . If you are inter
ested in presenting a program, seminar, or 
workshop on a particular subject, please 
contact: MaryAnn Bowman, P.O. Box 1451 , 
Waukesha, WI 53187. 

Let's show the rest of the country that 
philately is alive in Wisconsin! 

More on APS STAMPSHOW 97 
ST AMPS HOW 97 will be held in Milwaukee 
at the Wisconsin Center (formerly MECCA) 
from August 21 -24. The show is expected to 

(continued on p . 3) 

WISCOPEX '97 
Call for Exhibits 

On May 3-4 , the Wauwatosa Philatelic 
Society will host the 66th convention and 
exhibition of the Wisconsin Federation of 
Stamp Clubs. Exhibits are needed to make 
this show a success, and now is the time to 
begin preparing your entry . 

You can compete in the following 
classes, which will be judged by WFSC 
judges: Champion of Champions , Open, 
Single-frame, and Junior. We ' ll also have a 
Display Class (limited to two frames) that 
will be judged by popular vote. Frame fees 
are free for the Junior and Display classes ; 
$3 per frame for all other classes . 

Additionally , we are looking for past
WISCOPEX Champion of Champions 
exhibits for a Court of Honor. 

The WISCOPEX '97 exhibit prospectus, 
entry form, and Court of Honor details are 
available from : Claude Giralte, 253 W. 
Highland Dr., Grafton, WI 53024 . 

✓ 



Feb. 9 
CENWISPEX '97 

Central Wisconsin Stamp Club 
Cranberries Restaurant, (Hwy. 13) 2321 

West Grand Ave., Wisconsin Rapids 
(Contact: Dave Carney, Box 1122, 

Wisconsin Rapids, WI 54495) 

Mar. 8 
BAYPEX '97 

Green Bay Ph ilatelic Society 
Best Western Downtowner Motel 

321 So. Washington St., Green Bay 
(Contact: Gordy Lindner, I 002 Amberly 

Tr., Green Bay, WI 54311 - phone (414) 
465-6692) 

Show Calendar and Registry 
List your show, bourse, auction or event 
~ FREE for WFSC member-club shows - classified rates for 

non-members and all other events 

Feb. 15 
38th ANNUAL EXHIBITION AND BOURSE 

Janesville Stamp Club 
Craig Center, fairgrounds, Janesville 

(Contact: Valerie Cook, 1604 So. Crosby, 
Janesville, WI 53546 - phone 

(608) 754-6497) 

Mar. 22 
OUTAPEX '97 

Outagamie Philatelic Society 
Columbus Club 

253 I N. Richmond St., Appleton 
(Contact: Al Marcus, P.O. Box 11 , 

Appleton, WI 54912) 

' 

Feb. 15-16 
STAMP SHOW '97 

Kenosha Stamp and Cover Club 
St. Mark's Auditorium 

7202 Sheridan Rd., Kenosha 
(Contact: KSCC, P.O. Box 1524, Kenosha, 

WI 53141) 

May 3-4 
WISCOPEX '97 

hosted by Wauwaosa Philatelic Society 
Hart Park Arena, Wauwatosa 

(Contact: Jim Beck, P.O. Box 13102, 
Wauwatosa, WI 53213 -

phone (414) 771 -6252) 

Mar. 1-2 
STAMPFEST '97 

Milwaukee Philatelic Society 
Gonzaga Hall, 1435 So. 92nd St. 

West Allis 
(Contact: John Fagan, Wl40N7470 Lilly 

Rd., Menomonee falls, WI 53051) (1/Pl) 

June 21-22 
ANNUAL SHOW AND BOURSE 

Northwoods Stamp and Coin Club 
Nicolet College, LRC Building 

County G, Rhinelander 
(Contact: Larry Marten, 3295 Hancock 

Lake Rd ., Harshaw, WI 54519) 

CLOSED ALBUM - CURTIS MOORE 
Green Bay Philatelic Society lifetime member and sometime dealer 
Curtis Moore died in October 1996 of complications from diabetes. 
Club records show that Curtis's GBPS membership extended farther 
back in time than any other current member: his name is recorded as 
a junior member on the 1932 rolls. 

In the past few years, Curtis ' s illness caused the loss of his legs. 
Yet it was only his failing eyesight that prevented him from being 
philatelically active . Nevertheless, most GBPS members will fondly 
remember Curtis's past participation in club activities - as he now 
begins new collections. 

0 
ACROSS THE FENCE POST is the official publica
tion of the Wisconsin Federation of Stamp Clubs, 
Inc., a 50l(c)3 non-profit organization and life 
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are not necessarily endorsed by the WFSC. 

Submission deadlines are for the month preceding month of 
publication as follows: advertising-1st of the month; editorial 
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phone (414) 772-4297 . For a complete list of advertising rates and 
policies (display , classified and listings) , see the May-June '95 issue 
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By WFSC Secy. Karen Weigt 

4184 Rose Ct. , Middleton, WI 53562 

"Bad habits are easier to abandon today than 
tomorrow ." The WFSC experienced the 
wisdom of this proverb when after almost 60 
years , it tried to correct the habit of neglecting 
its history . The result was finding itself in the 
early 1990s with three cartons of all forms of 
memorabilia in total disarray . 

It took two years to organize the mass of 
material and required the assistance of Herb 
Trenchard, American Philatelic Society histo
rian and collector of memorabilia related to the 
history of philately . Fortunately, Herb had been 
tracking the WFSC as the forerunner of 
regional organized philately and he rescued us 
from the overwhelming project of sorting and 
discerning our holdings. Herb was appointed 
the WFSC's first historian and the cartons were 
shipped to his home in Maryland . 

Today, the WFSC archives are updated on 
an ongoing basis, with all items identified and 
housed in three-ring binders. Verna Shackleton, 
of Appleton, serves as our current historian. 

With a batch of fresh holiday party photos 
in hand, now is the time to resolve to get your 
club 's biography in order. Such projects may 
seem trivial as compared to executing a show, 
providing educational programs , etc . Inevita
bly , however, the day will come when you 'll 
face either the need or desire to go back and 
trace your history . 

The photo shown below is an example of a 
good candidate for inclusion in any club history 
book . It was taken at the Janesville Stamp 
Club's 1996 annual awards banquet. 

• 
Take advantage of free publicity by listing 

your show on Wisconsin 's World Wide Web 
page. Simply click on "Collectibles" and 
"Show Events, " scroll down to "List/Update 

an Event" and enter your information. Since 
this Internet service was initiated last spring, 
I've spotted WaUSApex '96, MILCOPEX '96 
and '97 , and the APS STAMPSHOW 97. 

The Wisconline (short for Wisconsin 
Online) Web address is: 

http ://www.wisconline.com 

What others are doing 

The North Shore Philatelic Society of 
Milwaukee reports that Howard Perlick has 
returned as the club 's newsletter editor. 1997 

officers for that group are : Pres . Linda 
Brothen, VP Robert Henak, Secy. Roberta 
Bicha, and Treas . Robert J. Mather. 

Election results for 1996-97 officers of the 
Central Wisconsin Stamp Clubs (Stevens 
Point and Wisconsin Rapids) were: Pres. 
Gregg Greenwald, Stevens Point VP Larry 

Glenzer, Wisconsin Rapids VP Tom Sanford, 
Secy. Dave Camey, and Treas. Pat Brookman. 

Ham sandwiches , potato chips, pickles, 
soda and beer were a part of the Sheboygan 
Stamp Club's November meeting. The special 
occasion recognized all who assisted with the 
club' s annual show held in October. 

To promote the show and its theme, SSC's 
October post office display featured the history 
of rural free delivery service in Wisconsin. The 
display included several RFD covers. 

1997 officers of the Wisconsin Valley 
Philatelic Society are : Pres. Rick Rodriguez, 
VP Conrad Zipton, Secy . Bill Grosnick, and 
Treas . Fred Ziemann . 

The Valley Philatelist, newsletter of the 
Outagamie Philatelic Society (Appleton) 
reports that the De Pere Post Office now has a 

postal store. ■ 

Janesville Stamp Club 
members and banquet 
al/endees -

(front row I. to r.): 
Valerie Cook, Dave 
Thill, Joan Polgluze, 
Eric Fellows, Bud 

Haly, Mel Steil 

(back row I. tor.): 
Dave Cress, Art 
Menz, Dan Hammell, 
Gary Zink, Dan 
Fellows, John 
Salterlee 

STAMPSHOW 97 
(continued from p. 1) 

include a 150-dealer bourse, more than 600 
frames of exhibits, several first days, at least 
75 meetings and seminars , and a special youth 
program. The WFSC will have a booth, and 
one meeting room will be devoted exclusively 
to presentations by Wisconsin philatelists . 

It is not too early to begin planning for this 
event which also serves as the 111 th annual 
convention of the American Philatelic Society . 

For a prospectus and entry form for philatelic 
and literature exhibits, contact: APS , P.O. Box 
8000, State College, PA 16803-8000, (814) 
237-3803 , fax (814) 237-6128 , or e-mail 
kpmartin@stamps .org. 

Early plans are suggested as the exhibits and 

meeting space is expected to fill fast . ■ 

Bill & Elaine Kendall 

PLAINEX 
STAMPS 

(Carl & Phyllis) 
Handling -

• Germany & Colonies 
• Great Britain & Colonies 
• Japan 
• Switzerland 
• Most other major European countries 

See us at these Wisconsin shows: 
POLARPEX '97, Jan. 25-26, West Allis 
Stamp Show '97, Feb. 15-16, Kenosha 
STAMPFEST '97, Mar. 1-2, West Allis 
OUTAPEX '97, Mar. 22, Appleton 
MSDA Bourse, Apr. 19-20, Madison 

P.O. Box #6 
Des Plaines, IL 60016 

(847) 827-3589 
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By Mary Ellen Daniel 
Milwaukee Philatelic Society 

Collecting Memorable 
Postmarks - the USS Stark 

The USS Stark visited Milwaukee the weekend of 
July 9, 1985. A cancel was offered and many area 
stamp collectors went to see the Stark and get the 
cancel. 

I'll always remember the high ladders and tiny 
hatches we faced as we toured the ship . Halfway 
up one ladder the thought 
crossed my mind that maybe I 

should get a new hobby. 
The cancels were available at 

WELCOME 
ABOARD 

the end of the tour. Visitors 
received an attractive brochure 
about the Stark and I had it 
canceled (Figure 1) along with a 

large-sized cover I had prepared 
with stamps pertaining to the 
U.S. Navy (Figure 2). 

The officers and crew were 
very pleasant , patient and 

helpful in explaining everything 

to their visitors. It was a shock 
to learn that the USS Stark was 

Fig.1 -
USS Stark brochure. 

Fig. 2 - Cover with stamps related to the U.S. Navy and USS Stark cancel. 

later damaged by missile fire from an Iraqi jet and some of the crew were 
injured. ■ 

Mary Ellen Daniel is also a member of the Polish American Stamp Club, 
Wauwatosa Philatelic Society, Czeslaw Stania Study Group, and American 
First Day Cover Society. Although her specialty is first-day covers, she has a 
variety of collecting interests. She extensively exhibits her FDCs and has had 
anicles published in First Days, journal of the AFDCS. In 1994, Daniel was 
chosen as guest of honor at the Greater Milwaukee Area Disringuished 
Philarelisrs annual appreciation dinner. 

LIGHT UP YOUR HOBBY! 
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FREE LIGHTED MAGNIFIER 
when you subscribe to 
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• Double trigger release lock 
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By Hank Schmidt 
P.O. Box 3153, Oshkosh, WI 54903-3153 

Fi~ver Collecting: 
Sp~or in Passing 

In previous articles, I have mentioned a few 

FDC collecting subspecialties with some 

description. The subject of first-day ceremony 

programs, however, has enough idiosyncrasies 

to warrant an independent discussion. 

Even though the majority of first-day 
ceremonies occur within the coastal states, we 

have had enough of these events in Wisconsin 

to be able to construct a sizable collection of 

free ceremony programs. By my calculations, 

14 first days have been held in Wisconsin since 

1971. The 1980s was the most productive 

decade with nine first days. Thus, it is possible 

to have as many as 18 programs if all Wiscon

sin first days were attended from May 29, 1948 

(when Scott #957 was released) through June 

25, 1993 (when Scott #2489 was issued). 
Actually , Wisconsin hosted 19 first days 

during that period, but the U.S . Postal Service 

did not distribute a first-day ceremony program 

for the Lombardi Trophy Hologram envelope 

(Scott #U618) released in Green Bay in 1990. 

No official reason has ever been given as to 

why the customary program was omitted. 

Rumor has it that the Postal Service's selection 

of a first-day city for this issue was on the spur 

of the moment, and there was not enough lead 

time to produce a program. 

As a sometime program collector, I think I 

may be able to acquire two more in the near 
future without having to execute a purchase. 

The American Philatelic Society's 

STAMPSHOW 97 will be held in Milwaukee 

in August, and there 's usually a first day in 

conjunction with this event. Then, in 1998, 

Wisconsin celebrates its 150th anniversary of 

statehood, which should spark the issue of 

another postal item. [Editor 's note : Hank 

submitted this article before the announcement 

of the 1997 Vince Lombardi stamp - another 

possibility for a first day in Wisconsin.] 

Now that I've discussed the most obvious 

manner of acquiring first-day ceremony 

programs , let's consider that they can also be 

obtained from dealers . As with many philatelic 

specialty items, there are dealers who sell first

day programs exclusively. I'm aware of six 

such dealers who do business mainly through 

mail order. It is also quite possible to find 

dealers at various bourses who carry general 

United States material and may have an abbre

viated stock of programs . 

First-day programs can cost as much as 

$100 or more, but the majority are marketed at 

prices ranging between $5 to $25. 

Unfortunately , the U.S. Postal 
Service Philatelic Fulfillment 
Service Center in Kansas City . 

MO , recently halted sale of first

day programs. Nevertheless, it is 
possible to still obtain recent first

day programs if you are a member 

of the American Ceremony Program 
Society. An itemized list of its 

program stock appears in their 

publication titled The Ceremonial . 

This newsletter , in magazine 

format , is published bimonthly. 

Their prices are very much in line 
with the economical prices formerly 

charged by the Postal Service's 
Kansas City facility. 

Firwt Da)' of l!sue Cuemoni~ 
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There are a variety of program 
types . First, there is the official 

first-day ceremony program, which 
is issued by the USPS . It includes a 

listing of the actual program 

speakers, presenters, bands, 
singers, color guard, and clergy 

who participated . It also contains an 

attached sample of the postal item 
being issued as well as the official 
first-day cancel. 

The next type is a souvenir 
program, which may or may not be 

First-day ceremony program for the Wild Turkey stamp (Scou 
#107'1) . Issued May 5, 1956, at the 25th WFSC convention held in 
Fond du Lac, 1-W. This item includes the fi rst-day cancel and the 

convention cancel. 

issued by the USPS. It is only a notice that a 

postal item was issued (type, when and where) 

and does not include the ceremony agenda. 

Additionally, it is usually up to the collector to 

attach the postal item to the program and have 
it canceled . 

The third type is classified as an event 

program. This is issued if the first day is part 
of a larger event. Event programs not only 

include the agenda of the first-day ceremony , 

but also the schedule of happenings pertaining 
to the parent event. 

Some philatelists like to collect second-day 

programs . When a postal item is issued, there 

By Steve Langkau, former WFSC Historian 

On Wisconsin 
In 1998, the Badger State ce/ebra1es its 150th 
anniversary of s1a1ehood. As a prelude 10 /he 

occasion, lhis column regularly features a s1amp, 

or other postal item, and s/Ory pertaining to the 
state of Wisconsin. 

The Blackhawk War of 1832 was fought after 

Keokuk, a Sauk Indian chief, signed a treaty 

giving land to the United States and forcing his 

people to live west of the Mississippi River. 

After crop failures and much unhappiness in the 

new land, Black Hawk led his people back 

across the Mississippi, through northwestern 

Illinois and into Wisconsin. 

may be a ceremony held the next day at a 

location other than the first-day site, but at a 

site related to the commemoration of the item 

issued. To illustrate, when the Lighthouses 

booklet was issued on April 26, 1990, the 

official first day was held in Washington D .C. 
A second-day ceremony was then held at 

Rancho Palos Verdes, CA, to honor the Point 
Vicente Lighthouse, which is still in service, 

though now fully automated. 

Now you have an introduction of what first

day program collecting is about. Try it , you 
might like it. That's my comment. Now what's 

your comment? ■ 

The U.S. Army 

was called out . 

Fighting took 

place . Eventually , 

the remaining 

Indians retreated 

across the Missis

sippi and Black 

Hawk was cap

tured . The 

Blackhawk War 

was the last 

uprising of Indians 

in Wisconsin . 
Scou #2089 

Jim Thorpe was a great-grandson of Black 

Hawk. ■ 

5 



By Gregg Greenwald. 2401 Bluebird Ct .• 
Marshfield. WI 54449-3128 
Central Wisconsin Stamp Club 

U.S. Varieties Clearinghouse 
A variety of the 32¢ Riverboats issue released 
last year is available through the Philatelic 

Fulfillment Service Center in Kansas City . 
The variety occurs in the die cutting used to 
allow the removal of stamps from their 
backing paper. 

Because this is a self-adhesive issue 
consisting of five different designs , it created a 
special problem for PFSC personnel who had 
to affix a strip of all five stamps to first-day 
covers and commemorative panels . If the die
cut stamps from the general issue had been 
used, it would have required that individual 
stamps be peeled off the backing . The die cuts 
of each of the five stamps would then have to 
be carefully realigned when placing them on 
the covers or panels . 

The new die cut allowed personnel to 
remove an entire vertical strip of five stamps 
together as a unit. This was accomplished by 
providing three one-eighth inch skips in the 
horizontal die cuts between the vertical rows of 
the stamp designs . Personal experience has 
confirmed that the vertical strip of five stamps 
can be easily removed (with some care) and 
placed intact on an envelope. 

Additional differences between the general 
issue and special variety include the die-cut 

By Robert J. Mather 
Waukesha County Philatelic Society 

Dealer Profile: Jim Lukes 
I chatted with Jim 
Lukes(pronounced 
Lewkus), owner of 
Jim Lukes' Stamp and 

Coin Shop for this 
edition of our "Dealer 

Profile." The business 
is a full -time occupa
tion for Jim and he 

often recalls the 
words that he once Jim Lukes 

heard when he was a bit down and thinking 

about getting another job where he could make 
more money. When asked if he liked his job he 
said, "Yes," and was told that that was worth 

the first million dollars of any other job. 
Jim was a member of the Manitowoc 

Philatelic Society for many years, and he now 
attends some of the Sheboygan Stamp Club 
meetings . He used to be a collector but when he 
decided to become a dealer, he quit collecting. 
Jim explained that the two tend to present a 
conflict in that the temptation is to collect what 

6 

gauge (11 vs. 11.2, respec

tively), with cuts on the 
general issue extending to all 
edges of the pane but stopping 
short of the left, right and 
bottom edges on the variety 
pane. Furthermore, the die 
cuts on the general issue are 
more prominent because they 

penetrate the backing paper, 
and each pane has several 
additional rows of wavy die

cut lines on the backing paper 
itself. The special variety does 
not have any die cuts through 
the backing paper. 

The order number for the 
Riverboats variety is 44860 l. 
An entire pane must be 
purchased at a cost of $6.40. 
The variety is available only 
through the PFSC. Orders may 
be sent to : Philatelic Fulfill
ment Service Center, U.S. 
Postal Service, P .O. Box 
419636, Kansas City, MO 
64179-0996 . Orders may also 
be placed toll free by dialing 
(800) 782-6724 . Don't forget 
to add the proper postage and 
handling fees to your order. 

Cl) 
C 

"' Q. 

0 
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Please direct comments/questions to me at 
the address shown above. If a response is 

should be sold. He has been a dealer for 19½ 

years and his store is located at 815 Jay St. in 
Manitowoc. Store hours are from 10 a.m . to 7 
p .m. Tuesday through Friday. Monday hours 
are by appointment only because this is when 
he does offers and appraisals without the 
problem of disturbances midway through a 

transaction. Customers also appreciate this 
courtesy. His business specializes in United 

States classic issues, although he has an 
extensive worldwide stock as well. 

Jim is 46 years of age, lives in the city of 
Manitowoc and is not married . He has three 

older brothers, one who is somewhat interested 
in stamps. 

He has been a member of the American 
Stamp Dealers Association for about eight 
years. Additionally, he is a dealer member of 
the American Philatelic Society . His stamp and 

coin business usurps many hours in addition to 
the store hours. Jim, therefore, doesn ' t have 

much time for other interests . although he 

wishes he could take a break now and then to 
do some fishing . He is a Packer fan and has 

season tickets for their games. When he was in 
school, he was involved in sports so they 
continue to be of interest to him . 

die cut skips 

Top left-hand stamps of general pane. 

I 
requested , please include a self-addressed, 

stamped envelope. ■ 

Jim says that in all his years of dealings, he 
has encountered only three bad checks , one of 
which was later made good. He doubts that any 
other business has this good a record and it 
attests to the people in the hobby. He related 
that many times generally older folks bring him 
collections anticipating they are worth a small 
fortune, only to have to tell them they have 
minimal value. On one occasion, however, a 
young couple brought in a collection they 

thought was junk. As he looked through it, he 
found a rather valuable German souvenir 
sheetlet and he advised them to take it home 

and take care of it. He did not buy the collection. 
His advice to collectors is "Buy quality 

material when you can." His advice to dealers 
is "Steer a straight course. Word of mouth 
advertising is best and it can ' t be bought. " 

If you find yourself in the Manitowoc area , 

why not stop in and say "hi" to Jim . I found 
him to be a most enjoyable person to talk with, 

and I'm sure that you will, too . We wish him 

all the best. ■ 

Which Wisconsin-area dealer would you like 10 

see profiled in this column ? Send your reques1 
10 the ATFP editor. 



Bv Howard Shaughnessy 
Lake Countv (ILJ Philatelic Society 

Sam and all the other Looney Tune characters. 
Next , we'll be dropping the "Engraving" from 
Bureau of Printing and .. . , changing the name to 
Bureau of Cels and Prints . 

know I'm really old . I saw and heard many of 
these folks as a youngster. 

SHAUGHNESSY Takes On. 
January was named after the Roman god Janus, 
who is depicted with two faces, one looking 
backward, the other forward . Thus , it is the 
time for me to look back on last year' s U.S. 
Postal Service issues and forward to what's 
coming . 

1996 was a lackluster year with no block
busters such as Elvis or Marilyn to perk up 
buyers . There certainly was no lack of issues, 
though. How many flags are flying over 
porches? And Riverboats was a disappointment 
when contrasted to Locomotives and Classic 
Cars . 

Considered as favorite issues might be the 
Endangered Species, American Indian Dances, 
and Prehistoric Animals (now those critters are 
really endangered!). 

The World of Dinosaurs is an outstanding 
effort , and the Classic American Aircraft is 
long overdue. But, what happened to the 
SuperFort - B29s that put us in the winner's 
circle in the Pacific? Shame. We warriors who 
looked for one on the World War II sheets were 
shortchanged and now we get the propeller 
shaft once again. 

Triangles!!! - shades of South Africa and 
Mocambique Co . As a kid I loved them , so 
expect today 's youngsters to do likewise. 
Having the pair commemorate Pacific 97 will 
get our attention. Will they be attached foot to 
foot or side by side? Such suspense . 

Old Ben and George each get another sheet 
of stamps for themselves as part of Pacific 97 . 
Since these reproduce our first issues, I hope 
all the engravers haven ' t left the Bureau just yet. 

All in all 1997 looks promising. Sort of 
makes you want to put the seed catalogs 
aside. ■ · 

FREE MAilrBil> 
SALE 

CATALOG 
1000 LOTS EVERY 4-6 

WEEKS, US & WORLD WIDE 

ALMAJO STAMPS 
P.O. BOX 45 

WEYERHAEUSER. WI 
54895-0045 

Member: APS, ATA, BIA, GPS, 
WVPS, ETC. 

Looking forward, 1997 should be a BOFFO 
at the USPS box office. When did Time/ 
Warner acquire the U .S. Postal Service? With 
Bugs Bunny and Michael Jordan (yes, number 
23 does appear on post office advertising) it's 
now USPSpacelam. 

First we get a Bugs Bunny stamp, so we can 
expect the series to continue with Daffy Duck 
(great for duck stamp collectors), Yosemite 

Da Coaches - part of the Transportation 
series? No, these are legendary football 
coaches. It will be interesting to see whether 
"Packer Backers" outscore "Da Bears" for 
first-day cover totals . Just like the old days, 
Lombardi against Halas . 

Also ahead are Opera Singers and Classical 
Conductors and Composers. Wonderful , now I 

Store: 222 4th St. Phone: 715-353-2919 

We Buy Collections 
and Accumulations! 

Wanted To Buy 
• U.S. & Worldwide Collections • Mint and Used 
• Singles, Plate Blocks, Sheets • Accumulations 

1997 Chicago I Milwaukee Area 
Auctio11 & Show Schedule 

Fe brua ry 21-23, Chicago '97 Stamp Expo, Hillside 
Holiday Inn, Hillside , IL (Auctio n Feb. 21-22 at show site) 

May 23-25, COMPEX, O 'Ha re Holiday Inn , Rosemont, IL 
May 26, COMPEX Auction 

August 21-24, APS STAMPSHOW '97, MECCA, Milwaukee 

August 22-23, sale in conjunction with APS show 

WEST MADISON T. 

£tSENHOWER EXPWr. 

I CHICAGO I 

r-------------------7 
I I want to consign material to an upcoming auction I 
I Na me: __________________ I 
I Address: __________________ I 
I City :---------- State: ---Zip: ___ I 
I Pho ne: Day ~~------ Evening '-----''------ I 
: Type o f Material : _______________ : 

L ___________________ J 

7139 West Higgins Road 
Chicago, IL 60656-1972 
1-800-919-BIDS (2437) 
(773) 775-2100 • FAX (773) 792-9116 
Store Hours: Monday - Saturday 9 a.m. - 6 p.m. 

7 



MILWAUKEE PHILATELIC SOCIETY, INC. 
PRESENTS 

STAMPFEST 1997 
POSTAGE STAMP BOURSE 

Gonzaga Hall 
1435 South 92nd Street 
West Allis, Wisconsin 

Saturday, March 1, 1997 10am - 5pm 
Sunday, March 2, 1997 1 Oam - 4pm 

Free Admission 
Free Parking 

$2 50 in shopping prizes 
50 chances for you to win 

For information write or telephone 

John R. Fagan, Bourse Chairman, W140N7470 Lilly Rd, Menomonee Falls WI 53051 - 4608 
Telephone (414) 251-0617 Fax (414) 251-2226 

Milwaukee Philatelic Society, Inc. 
Come Join The Fun of Stamp Collecting 

Monthly Meetings - Third Wednesday 7:30 pm - except July 
Zablocki Park Pavilion - 3717 West Howard A venue - Milwaukee, Wis 


