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Bv WFSC President Jerry D. Weasner 

Getting Acquainted 
Greetings, 
Fellow Philat
elists! 

The new 
WFSC presi
dential term 
has begun, 
and I'll be 
serving you in 
this capacity 
for the next 

two years. My hope, during this time, 
is to carry on the fine work of our past 
presidents. I also hope to gain a greater 
appreciation for the hobby through 
learning about the basic operations of 
stamp shows, exhibiting and how 
exhibits are judged at different levels. 

The WFSC is comprised of many 
. very fine people. I'd like to see the 

membership of our local clubs across 
the state grow and, thus, the federation 
will grow, too. 

I have been president of the Chain
.o-Lakes Stamp Collectors Club since it 
was formed in 1984. The club is one of 
the smallest clubs in the federation 
with only 16 current members. We 
recently put together our first stamp 
show. It was a small exhibit that ran 
for three weeks from September 11-30, 
1995, at the Waupaca Public Library. 
Over 200 people viewed the exhibit 
and sigried the visitors' book. Approxi
mately 14 of those visitors signed up to 
join our club. 

Now, for a few details about me. I 
am 55 yeax;s old and just had a birthday 
on December 2. I have worked in the 
parts department at the Waupaca 
Foundry for the past 25 years. 

My wife, Patricia, and I have six 
children°:- five boys and one girl. Mike 
is our oldest son who lives in Germany 
with his wife, Stephanie, and our 
youngest granddaughter, Denise. Mike 
has been the source of many fine 
stamps from Germany and other Euro
pean countries. Our daughter, Cathy, 
lives in Plymouth, MN, with her hus
band, Mike, and our other two grand
children, Adam and Erin. Matthew 
lives in Madison and is a draftsman for 

· a construction company that builds 
houses in and around the Madison 
area. The other three boys live at 
home. The youngest, Martin, attends 
the UW-Stevens Point. 

I'll have the opportunity to meet 
many of you during the next two years, 
and I hope you will all become my 
friends in this great organization. ■ 

WISCOPEX '96 
Call for Exhibits 

The WISCOPEX Committee is 
looking for competitive exhibits, 
both adult and youth, for the Open 
and the Single-frame Divisions. 
New this year, a Display Class, is 
further described on p. 3. This 
issue of ATFP also includes a col
ored sheet containing the Display 
Class Application Form. 

To receive a copy of the Exhibi
tor Prospectus and Official Entry 
Form, write to MaryAnn Bowman, 
P.O. Box 1451, Waukesha, WI 
53187. Deadline for entries is 
April 1, 1996. 



WFSC Announcements 
COMING SOON!! - NINTH ANNUAL CLUB 
TRIVIA CONTEST 

~ 

Sharpen your pencils, dig out the philatelic reference materi-
als, and join your club members for an evening of educa
tional fun and discussion. The questions will appear in the 
February '96 issue of ATFP. You will have until March 31, 
1996, to submit your answers. 

This year, the winning club will receive a stamp mixture 
for members to pick and poke through, providing still another meeting of fun 
and relaxation. 

DOG SLED COVER! 
John Fagan provided this cover to prove 
that mail has been carried by dog sled. This 
cover traveled by dog sled from Anchorage 
to Nome, AK, as shown by the March 23 
date stamp found on the back. 
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ACROSS THE FENCE POST is the official publication of the 
Wisconsin Federation of Stamp Clubs, :nc., a 501 (c)3 non-profit 
organization and life member of the APS since 1953. For 
WFSC membership information, contact the Central Office. 

A TFP is published monthly Sept.-Apr.; bimonthly May-Aug. 
News of Wisconsin collectors, club news and gratis original 

articles related to philately are welcomed. The editor accepts submissions in any 
format, but reserves the right to make minor editing changes to conform with our 
style sheet. Material not carrying an individual copyright notice may be reproduced 
only by not-for-profit organizations, provided the author(s) and publication receive 
credit for any reprinted material. Unless explicitly stated by an officer in conjunc

tion with official WFSC business, opinions expressed by individual authors are not 
necessarily endorsed by the WFSC. 

Submission deadlines are for the month preceding month of publication 
as follows: advertising-1st of the month; editorial matter-5th of the 
month. Send all ATFP items to: Karen Weigt, Interim Editor, ATFP, 4184 Rose 
Ct., Middleton, WI 53562 - phone (608) 836-1509 [online: CompuServe -
76026,2461 / Internet- 76026.2461@compuserve.com]. For a complete list of 

advertising rates and policies (display, classified and listings), see the May-June 
'95 issue of ATFP, or request a copy from the interim editor. 



Edi'tor's · 
Comments 

I'm a happy camper once again. It 
appears that all those problems I expe
rienced with my new Pentium were 
due to a faulty motherboard design. 

You'll recall that I got this new 
system the end of September. It went 
back to the vendor in early October, 
when the motherboard was replaced. I 
assumed that the continued crashes 
were software related and placed the 
blame on Windows '95. In late No
vember, I went back to the vendor 
again, but this time for software tech 
support. The result was a finding of 
motherboard problems, AGAIN! This 
time I got a board produced by a 
different manufacturer, and there have 
been no crashes since. Sorry, Micro
soft, it wasn't your fault after all. 

A caveat to this story is that when it 
comes to computers, it pays to deal 
with a reliable vendor in your home
town. I bought my old 486 and the 
Pentium from a dealer in Middleton. 
The 486 always has worked like a 
charm (to its capabilities), and I was 
given prompt and courteous service in 
solving the problems with the Pentium. 

This month's feature article (pp. 6-
7), written by Vero Witt, includes the 
history of Thum and Taxis. I learned a 
lot from this article and wanted to do 
some further investigation. On a whim, 
I did a search of the word "Taxis" on 
my new 1996 Compton's Interactive 
Encyclopedia CD-ROM. It brought up 
"postal system" and a brief overview 
of the information provided by Vero. I 
mention this because I was surprised to 
find the subject matter in a non-phila
telic reference. 

Many thanks to John Fagan for the 
dog sled cover. This goes back to my 
reader participation request for covers 
carried by various means of transporta
tion. I've received two thus far. Can 
anyone provide a submarine cover? 

And, BIG thanks to John Pare, too, 
for telling us about his first stamp 
collecting experience. Let's get more 
articles like this. At the very least, just 
send me a photocopy of the item that 
attracted you to the hobby. Maybe we 
can unlock some secrets to drawing 
today 's youngsters to stamps. ■ 

Bv WISCOPEX '96 Committee, Waukesha County Philatelic Society 

Free Frames for WISCOPEX 
Display Class 
Looking for a place to "show off" your 
stamps? The Waukesha County Phila
telic Society invites you to be a part of 
the first-ever Display Class of exhibits 
at WISCOPEX '96. 

Free frames are extended to all who 
choose to enter the Display Class. This 
will be an opportunity for you to share 
your creative efforts, experiment with 
exhibiting, attract interest in your 
collecting area, and to show off our 
hobby. 

Exhibits must be one or two frames 
- each frame holding 16 pages. Adult 
WFSC members and any youth (re
gardless of WFSC membership) may 
enter. An exhibitor will be allowed 
multiple exhibits based on frame avail
ability. 

For your convenience, a colored 
application form is included with this 
issue of ATFP. The exhibits will be 
judged by the public with a "Most 
Popular" or "People's Choice" type of 
award. Exhibitors will have the option 
of receiving a written critique, if they 
so desire. 

The October issue of ATFP and the 
June 1995 issue of The American 
Philatelist contained guidelines pro
posed by John Hotchner for this new 
classification. Excerpts are quoted: 

"The Display Class exhibit should 
have a story line with the supporting 
material displayed in a logical and 
well-developed presentation. The 
object is to create an interesting, 
unusual, and attractive display that will 
appeal to the general public .. .. The 
material shown should be of general 
interest and have eye appeal. Up to a 
third of the material may be non
philatelic: post card fronts , pictures, 
maps, non-philatelic illustrations, and 
so forth . Displays may be entirely of 
quasi-philatelic material such as 
cinderellas and cachet/corner cards. 
Any type or category of philately may 
be shown." 

Exhibitors are often concerned 
about the emphasis placed on the value 

and scarcity of material in competitive 
exhibits. In the Display Class, "neither 
value nor scarcity of materials shall be 
considered . . . The condition of the 
materials need not be perfect but 
should be considered 'fine' in the 
context of the material shown .... The 
information presented in the display, 
whether philatelic or non-philatelic, 
should be accurate." 

"Join the fun an excitement of 
seeing your own collection on 
display!" 

The display should be neat and 
attractively presented. Color may be 
used on your pages or in your text. 

As you can see, there is much 
flexibility in the Display Class of 
exhibiting. The WISCOPEX '96 com
mittee hopes that you will consider 
becoming a part of the fust Display 
Class exhibit. 

Join the fun and excitement of 
seeing your own collection on display! 

FREE MAIL-BID 
SALE 

CATALOG 
1000 LOTS EVERY 4-6 

WEEKS, US & WORLD WIDE 

ALMAJO STAMPS 
P.O. BOX 45 

WEYERHAEUSER. WI 
54895-0045 

Member: APS, ATA, BIA, GPS, 
WVPS, ETC. 

Store: 222 4th St. Phone: 715-353-2919 

We Buy Co llections 
and Accum ulations! 
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By WFSC Secy. Karen Wefgt 
4184 Rose Ct., Middleton, WI 53562 

Are You An Active Member? 
To be an active member, 

The kind that would be missed, 
You're more than just contented 

That your name is on the list. 
You attend all the meetings 
And mingle with the flock, 
You always greet the others 

With praise and never knock. 
• You take an active part 

To help the work along, 
You're one who's always seeking 

To do more than just belong. 
You work on committees 

To keep the club running slick, 
You do the work that's needed 
And don't complain and pick. 
You come to meetings often 

And help with hand and heart, 
You're more than just a member, 

And take an active part. 
Think this over, members, 

You know what's right from wrong, 
Are you an active member, 

Or do you just belong? 

I found a version of this verse in a 
1989 issue of The Postrider, newsletter 
of the Central Coast Stamp Club. Since 
the author was cited as "unknown," I 
took the liberty of making some 
changes to try to newralize the nega
tive tone of the original text. 

Guilt trips often don't go very far 
when it comes to getting members 
involved. In fact, they might even be 
construed as a form of criticism, which 
drives people away. A more effective 
means of "activating" a member is 
through thanks and praise. Think about 
it; there's inevitably something positive 
you can find about your most deadbeat 
member. Focus on that positive and 
approach that person with encourage
ment. It just might work. 

An additional benefit of focusing on 
the positive is that it tends to lighten 
frustrations ." This is, after all, a hobby 
club and not everyone is capable at all 
times to participate on an active basis. 
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Neither does everyone possess equal 
talents for performing needed tasks. I 
can operate a computer and produce a 
newsletter, but heaven help the club for 
which I might volunteer to serve as 
treasurer! 

For the most part, I believe that 
everyone pitches in to a certain extent. 
What would I do without those who 
come forth to carry boxes from my car 
on the days when my youth group 
meets. Then, there are those who take 
the time to merely lend an ear while 
I'm trying to brainstorm an idea. 
Moral support is an important contribu
tion, too. 

You've read this far? I appreciate 
your interest - thanks and praise! 

• 
My old friend Carl Burnett recently 

sent me a copy of a membership hand
book produced by the Missile Stamp 
Club, of Melbourne, FL. Carl is a 
member of that club and he played a 
large role in putting the book together. 

This illustrated 37-page publication 
is worth emulating. Contents include a 
president's message, meeting informa
tion, club history and bylaws, listing of 
past officers, and policies and proce
dures of 20 of the group's most popular 
regular activities. 

With this handbook, new members 
can immediately feel confident about 
joining in on club activities. Carl states 
that another advantage of the book is 
that the club will no longer have to use 
newsletter space to publish rules and 
regulations for its auction and circuit 
book activities. It also serves as an 
agenda for new club officers. 

The handbook is free to all MSC 
members. Other clubs and individuals 
can order it by sending $5 ( checks 
payable to Missile Stamp Club) to: 
Carl M. Burnett, P.O. Box 1987, 
Melbourne, FL 32902-1987. The $5 
includes mailing costs and a gift book
let titled Tips & Guides for Production 
of Show/Bourse Programs. 

What others are doing 

New officers of the Milwaukee Phila
telic Society are: Pres. Bill Otto, VP 
Arthur Petri, Treas . John Fagan, Secy. 
Irene Orz, and Directors Gunther 
Heller and Wilson Scott. 

Wisconsin Valley Philatelic Soci
ety (Wausau) officers for 1996 are: 
Pres. David Suelzer, VP Rick 
Rodriguez, Secy. Bill Grosnick and 
Treas. Fred Ziemann. 

The Polish American Stamp Club 
(Milwaukee area) has changed its 
meeting location. They're now at the 
First United Methodist Church of West 
Allis, 1574 So. 76th St. The group 
meets the second Sunday of each 
month (September-June) at 7 p.m. ■ 

Buying for 
Cash 

Stomp Collections, Accumulations, 
Plate Blocks, Duck Hunting Licenses, 
Old Stocks, Bonds, O ld Envelopes, 

First Doy Covers, Post Cords 

Upcoming shows I'll be at -
GLENPEX '96, Feb. 23-25, Hillside, IL 
STAMPFEST '96, Mar. 2-3, West Allis, WI 

BELL S'l'AMP CO. 
108 W. Penn St., What Cheer, IA 50268 

(515) 634-2162 



Bv John Pare. Badger Stamp Club of a lifetime of pleasure and its value is 
incalculable. 

The Beginning of a 
Lifetime of Collecting 

I have carried my collection through 
careers in the U .S. Navy and Marine 
Corps, through many changes of 
residence, through flooded basements 
and many safe deposit boxes. But 
whenever I talk with fellow collectors 
and the question of when it all began 
comes up, my answer is precise and 
unequivocal - June 4, 1953, FDC 
Bermuda #142. ■ 

Have you ever tried to recall exactly 
when you began to collect stamps? Or, 
have you ever tried to recall the first 
item in your collection? If you're like 
me, and you've been collecting for 
almost as long as you can remember, 
it's easy for those early days to be 
blurred in your memory. 

But, I'm lucky . I know the precise 
answer to both of those questions. I 
began collecting on June 4, 1953, and 
the first item in my collection was a 
first-day cover of the 1 ½d. blue and 
·black Coronation issue from Bermuda 
(Scott #142; Stanley Gibbons #134) . 
Yes, this stamp was part of the omni
bus set issued by 106 members of the 
British Commonwealth to mark the 
coronation of Queen Elizabeth II on 
June 2nd. 

You see, I lived in Bermuda at the 
time and, believe me, the queen's 
coronation was the biggest event in my 
short life. I waved the Union Jack in 
the streets that day not too concerned 
that I was the child of an American 
residing in Bermuda . As an 11 year 
old , Bermuda was every bit as much 
my home as was my hometown of 
Holyoke, MA, and the queen was every 
bit as much my queen as she was the 
queen of all her legal" subjects. 

On June 4, my older sister went to 

her job at the Bank of N. T. Butterfield 

in Hamilton and , realizing that a spe

cial stamp would be issued that day, 

posted a cover on bank stationery. She 

added a handwritten warning on the 

outside of the front of the envelope. It 

said, "Don't remove the stamp from 

the envelope." I followed her direc

tions and didn't remove the stamp. 

Unfortunately, though, in my excite

ment upon receiving the cover with the 

beautiful cachet applied at the post 

office, I tore open the envelope to see 

what was inside. It was then that I 

learned that a philatelic cover often has 

a piece of blank paper enclosed as 

filler. So it was with this cover, but too 

late to do anything about the now 

ragged edge. 

So, today, I own a 43-year-old FDC 

cover that would be described in an 

auction catalog as "ratty" or ~dam

aged." I own a cover that would be 

described in an auction catalog as part 

of a larger lot since it is, at best, a $5 

item if found in superb condition. But, 

to me, this FDC marks the beginning 

[Editor's note: How about you? Can 
you recall what was the first item in 
your collection? Or, maybe you can 
recall what attracted you to philately. 
We all had to start some place and I'd 
like to publish the stories of your 
beginnings.] 

Kenosha Stamp and Cover Club 
7620 - 10th Avenue, Kenosha, WI 53143 

Twenth-Fifth Annual 

STAMP SHOW '96 
St. Mark's Auditorium - 7202 Sheridan Rd. 

Kenosha, Wisconsin - Free Admission - Free Parking 

Sat., February 17 - 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
Sun., February 18 - 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. 

EXHIBITION THEME: 

COMMEMORATING 150TH ANNIVERSARY 
OF 

VALENTINES 

* Stamp Exhibits - Various Categories * Cacheted Covers 
* U.S. Post Office * Pictorial Cancellations (2 dates) 

* Stamp Bourse with 15 or more dealers 

Cachet Envelopes $1 .50 each 
By mail send sase Envelope 

Free Door Prize 

Free Youth Collectors Table - Refreshments available at Show 
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By Vern Witt. Sheboygan Stamp Club 

The Evolution of 
Mail-Handling Systems 
Part I: Thurn and Taxis, Prepaid Postage, and Canal Locals 

Vern Witt, a member of the Wisconsin 
Philatelic Hall of Fame, has been 
collecting stamps and postal history 
for almost 65 years. Throughout this 
time, he has tirelessly served in vari
ous positions of organized philately, 
including WFSC President for terms in 
1961 and again in 1971. 

Vern has exhibited many of his 
collections, which have garnered top 
awards. His current main interests are 
revenue stamps and postal history. 
He's additionally an avid coin collec
tor and holds membership in the 
American Numismatic Association. 

Post systems gradually evolved in 
most trading areas of the world more 
or less simultaneously, but the best 
documented and most interesting 
systems were formed in central 
Europe, and attention is drawn to the 
Apennine Peninsula. 

The pre-postal carrier-messenger 
system in the Kingdom of Naples 
started in 1444 and served as an 
example for the House of Hapsburg 
under Maximilian I to establish ties 
with his new far-flung kingdom 
which stretched from the Tyrol 
(Austria) to the Netherlands in 1490. 

The first post contract was signed 
in 1505 with Postmaster Franz von 
Taxis, who maintained his post 
offices with a horse, in addition to 
clerks and riders. Although this 
system was established for the House 
of Hapsburg, private mail soon was 
added to deliveries as there was no 
prohibition against it and the extra 
fees were welcomed to help finance 
the system. Since neighboring coun-

tries agreed to allow passage of 
postriders (estafette), they soon partici
pated in postal deliveries. 

Due to the Thirty Years' War, the 
Hanseatic and Pomeranian areas were 
ov~rrun by the Swedes causing a 
general disruption of the Hapsburg Post 
system by the competing Swedish 
systems, and the post service declined 
in effectiveness and the area covered. 
After peace was signed in Westphalia 
in 1648, the various states of Germany 
each wanted sovereign post rights and 
further disruption ensued. All was 
finally resolved in 1666 when the 
Imperial Post regained control. 

In 1786, the Taxis family was 
rewarded for its 300 years of service to 
the emperor. The reward was a coat of 
arms uniting the Torini and Tassis 
(Italian for "Thurn" and "Taxis") 
families and presentation of a princely 
state, Thurn and Taxis. The state, 
located in upper Swabia (now 
Wiirttemberg), was comprised of the 

duchies of 
Friedberg
Scheer, 
Marchtal, 
Neresheim, 
Bauchau, and 
Krotoschim. So 
here we have a 

Fig. 1 - first 
postage stamp, 
issued by Great 

Britain 

state controlling the post with the 
emperor's blessing. 

The Taxis family moved the mail 
on a post-pay basis by courier, horse, 
coach, and occasionally by boat on 
rivers and canals. Sometime around 
1830 railways began to be used to 
move the mail. Until later railroad 
development, however, the average 
daily distance traveled was about 70 
miles . 

In 1840, Great Britain successfully 
introduced the postage stamp to 
prepay mail (Figure 1). In 1851, 
Thurn and Taxis followed suit by 
printing eight stamps of its own. 
They were issued in kreuzers (four 

Fig. 2 - Thum and Taxis issues in kreuzers and silbergroschen 



values) and silbergroschen (four values) to 
accommodate various monetary systems 
encountered en route (Figure 2). 

When the canal system was introduced in 
Sweden, England, Mainland Europe, the 
Balkans, and finally, the Suez, boats carried 
the mail as a means of supplemental income. 
This is evidenced by "Donau" (Danube) 
stamps and ship stamps labeled "Maritime 
Suez," and others (Figure 3). These stamps 
usually are not listed in the Scott catalogs, 
which considers some of them as locals. 

Fig. 3 - Danube (left) and Central American 
Steamship Co. (right) stamps 

Local delivery was sporadic and mostly to 
businesses until the late 1700s when some 
cities in Europe began home delivery. ■ 

To be continued next month. 

By Steve Langkau 
Oshkosh Philatelic 
Society 

On 
Wisconsin 
In 1998, the Badger State 
celebrates its 150th anni
versary of statehood. As a 
prelude to the occasion, 
this column regularly 
features a stamp, or other 
postal item, and story 
pertaining to the state of 
Wisconsin. Scott #2587 

Lying along the St. Croix River in northwestern Wisconsin is scenic 
Polk County. The county was established by the state legislature in 
March 1953 and was named after James K. Polk, president of the United 
States when Wisconsin became the 30th state. 

When it was fust surveyed in 1848, nearly all the land was covered 

by forests. St. Croix Falls was the first county seat, but in November 

1853, the voters decided it should be Osceola instead. About 45 years 

later, the village of Balsom Lake became the county seat and has re

mained the center of county government ever since. ■ 

Wanted To Buy 
•U.S. & World Wide Collections 
•Singles, Plate Blocks, Sheets 

1996 Chicago Area 
Aitction & S!Joto SciJedz✓tle 

Feb. 16-18, Glenpex '96, Hillside Holiday Inn • Hillside, IL 
Bourse and Auction at the Show! 

•Mint and Used 
•Accumulations 
r---------------------------------, 
•Please send me an Auction Cataloa • 
I &1 
I I 
:Name: _____________ l 
I I 
lAddress: ____________ : 
I I 
lCity: ______________ : 
I I 

:state: _____ Zip: _______ l 
I I 
I I 
•Telephone:-----------• L---------------------------------~ 

Richard E. Drews 
Philatelic Auctions 
Y¢( STAMP KING 

7139 West Higgins Road 
Chicago, IL 60656-1972 
1-800-919-BIDS (2437) 
(312) 775-2100 •FAX (312) 792-9116 
Store Hours: Monday - Saturday 9am - 6pm 
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By Gregg Greenwald. 2401 Bluebird Ct., Marshfield. WI 54449-38128 
Mbr .• Central Wisconsin Stamp Club 

U.S. Varieties Clearinghouse 
A new color variety 
of the 10¢ Red 
Cloud sheet stamp 
has been issued. 
According to the 
1996 Scott Special
ized Catalogue of 

United States Stamps, it has been 
assigned number 2175d and is listed as 
carmine color. It was printed with plate 
number 2, on phosphor-embedded 
paper with shiny gum. 

The previous version (Scott 
#2175c), is listed by Scott as lake (a 
reddish color with a purple hue, like 
maroon), with embedded taggant. It 
also was printed with plate number 2 
on phosphor-embedded paper with 
shiny gum. 

For the full story of the history of 
this variety, I recommend reading the 
article found in Scott Stamp Monthly, 
September 1995, p. 29. 

Personally, I found that the new 
carmine color is very difficult to distin
guish from the previous lake color. 
The stamps must be compared side-by
side and, preferably, in natural sun
light. Remember to use only the shiny 
gum variety for comparison, because 
the bright white paper is different than 
any of the other previous varieties . 

The article in Scott Stamp Monthly 
compares the color of the new variety 
with that of the 5¢ Luis Munoz Marin 
stamp. But be careful! The Marin 
stamp uses much more ink than the 10¢ 
Red Cloud, so direct comparisons do 
not work well. The 5¢ Marin stamp 
always appears brighter. 

I ordered my carmine 10¢ Red 
Cloud stamps from the philatelic center 
in Tucson, AZ. The address is: Phila
telic World, Main Post Office - USPS, 
Tucson, AZ 85726-9607 . The phone 
number is (520) 620-5158. Make sure 

By Paul T. Schroeder. Wisconsin Postal History Society 

to specify that you want the new red 
colored 10¢ Red Cloud stamp. A strip 
of 20 must be ordered to obtain a plate 
block. Finally, the stamps that they 
have in stock at Tucson are centered to 
the left a bit. However, they still are 
useful for color comparisons. 

Please direct comments/questions to 
me at the address shown above. If a 
response is requested, please include a 
SASE. ■ 

Overalls Help Put Oshkosh on the Map 
Reprinted with permission from Badger 
Postal History, Vol. 34, No. 4, May 
1995. BPH is the official publication of 
the Wisconsin Postal History Society 

You may be from the "biggest little 
town in America" and its fame may be 
known by all. I'm from a city that was 
put on the map by a common product 
with a slogan you've all heard. 
Oshkosh, WI, is often identified by the 
brand name "OshKosh B'Gosh" for the 
overall company that has dressed 
working men for a century, and more 
recently, dressed children. 

"The Genuine Article" as the com
pany calls its products, reaches a 
corporate milestone with its 100th 
anniversary in 1995. It was started in 
1895 by F.E. Grove and 10 employees 
who made denim bib overalls for 
railroad workers and farmers. The first 
child-size overalls were made as a 
novelty in 1910. Grove's company 

. became the Oshkosh Overall Company 
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and the OshKosh B'Gosh name was 
adopted in 1937 based on a phrase in a 
vaudeville skit. 

The Miles Kimball mail-order firm, 
also in Oshkosh, in 1962 featured a 
pair of children's big overalls . The 
success of this item helped shape a new 
line of clothing which today is the 
largest part of the business. 

The special events scheduled this 

OSHKOSH OVBBA.LL C::O, 
08HK08B 'WUICOJ!'SUf 

year [last year, 1995] include a search 
for the oldest B'Gosh bibs that can be 
found. As they have 9one in the past, 
there also will be a photo contest with 
$100,000 in prizes. The company is 
also sponsoring a major exhibit at the 
Oshkosh Public Museum that will trace 
the history of the company. 

The company today still uses the 
name "OshKosh B'Gosh, Inc." ■ 

-~-1. State Bank of Wonewoc, 

., Wonewoc, Wis • 



Planning ahead and video 
program idea 

Happy New Year!! As the 1996 stamp 
collecting year gets under way, it is 
time for the youth leader to plan activi
ties for another year of philatelic phun. 
Whether you meet weekly , biweekly, 
or monthly, it is important to plan 
ahead. 

If you share the responsibilities of 
leadership with another person(s), 
establish a time when you can get 
together as a team to discuss and plan 
the year. You might want to start by 
brainstorming lists of possible program 
ideas. One list might be the names and 
topics of resource people available 
from your own club. Don't forget to 
include your local dealers and post 
office personnel as a resource. Another 
might be a listing of themes associated 
with a particular month or season of 
the year. Calendars and library refer
ences will cue you into celebrations 
such as Black Heritage Month, Famous 
American Month, etc . 

Also make a list of philatelic basics 
that you want to introduce and/or 
review. If you plan on using any audio
visual aids, plug those into your plan
ning calendar and write away to re
serve the specific titles. 

Program ideas may ,also be related 
to the new issues that will be released 
during the upcoming year. Use one of 
the philatelic weekly newspapers to 
provide you with a listing of the 1996 
United States stamp program . If you 
have been following my column during 
the past year, you will recall that I 
have offered a variety of program ideas 
and activities that relate to newly 
issued commemoratives and defini
tives. I plan to continue the series. 

• 
In October 1994, I wrote about the 

popular children's "Reading Rainbow" 
series devoted to learning about the 
mail and stamp collecting. The pro
gram is being shown again and this 

By WFSC VP Youth Division MaryAnn Bowman 

Joining with Juniors 
might be an excellent opportunity for 
you to tape it for future use with your 
youth members . Although originally 
taped for the fall 1994 season, its 
reruns enjoy an immense following. 
Each 30-minute program is highlighted 
by the reading of a children's book 
followed by several segments related to 
the book. 

This following information was 
taken from the Parade of Programs 
booklet, which is a teacher guide to 
1995-96 instructional television pro
gramming. It was prepared by the 
Wisconsin Educational Communica
tions Board. 

"Program #107 - HAIL TO MAIL 
is scheduled for the week of 
January 22-26. It probably will 
air on Tuesday, January 23, 
1996. The 30-minute program 
opens with host LeVar Burton in 
a setting or location relating to 
the featured book's theme. After 
Burton introduces the book, a 
celebrity narrator reads it aloud. 
Illustrations from the book sup
port the narration, so students 
can see as well as hear the story 
line. Programs also include 
theme-related book reviews by 
children, songs, dances and 'kid
on-the-street' interviews. " 

The program will air at 2:30 p.m. 
on instructional TV. Wisconsin Public 
Television stations include WHA-TV/ 
Madison, WPNE-TV/Green Bay, 
WHLA-TV /Lacrosse, WHWC-TV I 
Menomonie-Eau Claire, WHRM-TV / 
Wausau and WLEF-TV/Park Falls . 
Translators which extend Wisconsin 
Public Television are located in Burnett 
County on Channel 39, Grant County 
on Channel 49, Florence County on 
Channel 54, Door County and St. 
Croix County on Channel 55, and 
Adams County on Channel 64. Affili
ate stations WMVT-TV/Milwaukee 
and WDSE-TV /Duluth-Superior carry 
the same instructional schedule. 

The book, HAIL TO MAIL, was 
originally written in 1927 by Samuel 
Marshak, a Russian. The story has 
been translated by Richard Pevear and 
illustrated by Vladimir Rudunsky . The 
story, written in rhyme, tells the tale of 
a certified letter as it is carried by a 
succession of mail carriers . From New 
York to Switzerland, then on to Brazil, 
the letter is faithfully carried around 
the globe as it tries to catch up with 
Mr. John Peck. 

The stamp collecting segment of the 
show focuses on Matthew Ross, a 12-
year-old Brooklyn stamp collector, a 
protege of George T. Guzzio. The 
opening and closing stamp montages 
feature the philatelic material of Mary 
nn Owens (former Wisconsinite), 
Guzzio, and Ross . 

Other segments include children 
telling why they write letters and a tour 
of what happens to the mail dropped in 
mail boxes at both a Long Island Post 
Office today contrasted with archival 
film from Washington, D .C. 

Make a resolution to introduce the 
hobby of stamp collecting to a young 
person. ■ 

By former WFSC Historian 
Steve Langkau 

From the WFSC 
Historical Files 
The Footloose Filatelists were 
organized in 1935 in Green Bay. It 
was an inspiration of Verne Kaub 
(Chief Hinge Licker). With him, 
came along the "Hungary Five:" 
Philo Foote, Russell Broderick, 
Harry Grossink and Al Reider. Its 
purpose is to encourage and help 
junior collecting and exhibiting and 
to furnish awards and ribbons . 

Membership is [was] by invita
tion only and carried certain quali
fications. Until a few years ago, 
meetings were held once a year as 
an adjunct to the WFSC convention. 
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Show Calendar and Registry 
List your show, bourse, auction or event 

aa .E8.E.E. for WFSC member-club shows - classified rates for 
non-members and all other events 

Feb. 11 
CENWISPEX '96 

Central Wisconsin Stamp Club 
Elk's Club, 1132 Clark St. 

Stevens Point 
(Contact: CENWISPEX '96, Box 1122, 

Wisconsin Rapids, WI 54495) 

Mar. 2 - 4 
STAMPFEST '96 

Milwaukee Philatelic Society 
St. Aloysius Gonzaga Hall 

1435 So. 92nd St., West Allis 
(Contact: John Fagan, W140 N7470 

Lilly Rd., Menomonee Falls, WI 
53051 - phone (414) 251-0617 (2196) 

May 4 - 5 . 
WISCOPEX '96 

hosted by 
Waukesha County Phil. Soc. 

Olympia Resort and Conference 
Center, Oconomowoc, WI (Contact: 

Robert J. Mather, S56-W29562 
Roanoke Dr., Waukesha, WI 53188) 

Feb. 17 
37th ANNUAL EXHIBITION 

ANDBOURSE 
Janesville Stamp Club, Craig Center, 

Fairgrounds, Janesville 
(Contact: Val Cook, 1604 So. Crosby, 

Janesville, WI 53546 -
phone(608)754-6497) 

Mar. 16-17 
BAYPEX '96 

Green Bay Philatelic Society 
Downtowner Best Western Motel 

321 So. Washington St., Green Bay 
(Contact: Gordy Lindner, 1002 

Amberly Tr., Green Bay, WI 54311) 

June 15 - 16 
15th ANNUAL SHOW 

&BOURSE 
Northwoods Stamp and Coin Club 

Nicolet College, LRC Building 
County "G," Rhinelander 

(Contact: NSCC, P.O. Box 126, 
Rhinelander, WI 54501) 

190 MINT NEVER HINGED U.S. SHEETS. Catalog value about 
$2,000. Send stamped envelope for list. Bob Krauss, 591 E. Fox Dale Rd., Milwau
kee WI 53217. (North Shore Phil. Soc. of Milw.) 

,---- --------------------7 
MEMBERS ONLY FREE CLASSIFIED AD 

Maximum free ad 25 words twice a year. Must be WFSC member club, member-at-large 
(MAL), or individual belonging to a WFSC member club. Each abbreviated word counts 
as one word (MNH = 3 words) (U.S. = 2 words), and two-word cities = 2 words. 
Include club name, MAL status, or nanie of club in which you hold membership: not 
included in 25-word count. Deadline 1st of the month preceding month of issue. Send to: 
Karen Weigt, ATFP, 4184 Rose Ct., Middleton, WI 53562. 

Free Ad Eligibility (Club/MAIJClub Membership): 

~---- '-------------------~ 
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Feb. 17 - 18 
STAMP SHOW '96 

Kenosha Stamp and Cover Club 
St. Mark's Auditorium 

7202 Sheridan Rd., Kenosha 
(Contact: Dennis Mueller, 7620 - 10th 

Ave., Kenosha, WI 53143) 

Mar. 30 - 31 
OUTAPEX '96 

Outagamie Philatelic Society 
Columbus Club 

2531 N. Richmond St., Appleton 
(Contact: Al Marcus, P.O. Box 11, 

Appleton, WI 54912) 

Patronize our 
Across the Fence 
Post advertisers! 

PLAINEX 
STAMPS 

(Carl & Phyllis) 
Handling-

• Gennany & Colonies 
• Great Britain & Colonies 
• Japan 
• Switzerland 
• Host other major European countries 

See us at these Wisconsin shows: 
Stamp Show '96, Feb. 17-18, Kenosha 
STAHPFEST '96, Har. 2-3, West Allis 
OUTAPEX '96, Har. 30-31, Appleton 
WIS~OPEX '96, Hay 4-S, Oconomowoc 
TRI-PEX Stamp Fair '96, June 22-23, West Allis 

P.O. Box #6 
Des Plaines, IL 60016 

(708) 827-3589 



Dealer: 
Kendall's Stamps 
At most stamp shows throughout the 
state of Wisconsin you will find Bill 
and Elaine Kendall doing something 
they truly enjoy. Dealing stamps is 
more of a hobby than a business to 
Bill, and although his wife is not 
interested in stamps as such, she 
cheerfully accompanies him to all of 
the shows. They've shared 51 years 
of marriage together and so too they 
share the stamp show experience. 

Bill was a collector for about 60 
years and he would buy collections to 
get the stamps he wanted. Of course, 
doing it this way meant acquiring a 
lot of unneeded stamps. The albums 
kept piling up, and Bill needed a way 
to get rid of the surplus. 

After retiring as a salesman for 
Paul Revere Insurance, Bill started 
out small, attending stamp shows on 
weekends and offering stamps 
(stamps that many dealers would not 
bother with) at very reasonable 
prices. Since dealing in stamps can 
"mess up a collection," he decided to 
specialize in Canada, United States 
and United Nations for collecting 
purposes . He, therefore, broke up his 
foreign collections which consisted of 
23 international albums. His last 
substantial foreign collection was of 
the German Colonies and he recently 
broke that up as well . Once he did 
that, he said it sold very fast. 

Bill says that he likes stamp dealing 
more than collecting because he likes 
working with people. To be an insur
ance salesman you have to like working 
with people. He always tries to give his 
customers a fair deal and gives dis
counts to people who are fair with him. 
He hates dickering, however, and says 
that is his pet peeve. At times he has 

By Robert J. Mather 
Waukesha County 
Philatelic Society 

Dealer 
Profile 

Burlingion at that time. He has 
served as club president on four 
different occasions. He is also a 
member of the Northwoods 
(Rhinelander) Stamp and Coin Club. 

In the past, Bill has exhibited his 
collections from time to time, but he 
really did not enjoy it. He likes 
playing golf and fishing and was an 

active Mason and 
Shriner. 

"He always tries to give his customers a fair deal 
and gives discounts to people who are fair with 

When you 
attend the next 
stamp show 
around the state, him. He hates dickering, however, and says it is 

his pet peeve." 

acquired collections and later found 
items of value that he didn't realize 
were there when he bought it. On 
several occasions he has gone back to 
the seller with an additional payment 
over and above the agreed upon price. 
This is just another example of being 
fair with people. 

Kendall ' s Stamps is almost entirely 
devoted to shows and Bill does not 
have a store, nor does he operate out of 
his home. He says that he retired and 
he wants to stay retired and that if he 
started a business he'd soon be 
"unretired." He does a limited amount 
of mail-order dealing and he is bourse 
chairman for a monthly (November to 
April) bourse in Wausau. 

Bill is very active in the Wisconsin 
Valley (Wausau) Philatelic Society and 
has been a member for over 20 years, 
since moving to Wausau from 

drop by and say 
"Hi" to Bill and 
Elaine. They just 

enjoy chatting with people and are a 
most pleasant couple io talk with. 
Besides, they might have an item or 
two that you ' re looking for hidden in 
the many volumes of stamps that they 
take to the shows. 

Our best wishes go out to this 
charming couple. ■ 

Which Wisconsin
area dealer would 
you like to see pro
filed in this column? 

Send your request to: Karen 
Weigt, Interim Editor, ATFP, 
4184 Rose Ct., Middleton, WI 
53562-4339. Include the dealer 's 
address and phone number. 
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Milwaukee Philatelic Society, Inc. 
presents 

STAMPFEST 1996 
AT 

St. Aloysius Gonzaga Ball 
1435 S. 92nd Street 

West Allis, Wisconsin 

Saturday, MARCH 2, 1996 10 AM - 5 PM 
Sunday, MARCH 3, 1996 1 OAM - 4 PM 

Free Ad1nission and Parking 

Green Bay 
t 

94 

Sheboygan 
t 

♦ 
Chicago 

For information or Bourse application write: 
John R. Fagan, W140N7470 Lilly Rd 
Menomonee Falls WI 53051- 4608 

Telephone (414) 251-0617 Fax (414) 251-2226 



WISCOPEX '96 

Display Class - Exhibit Application 

Please enter the following exhibit in the Display Class Division at WISCOPEX '96. 

Exhibit Title: 

Description of Exhibit (30 words or less) 

Check one only: One frame -- Two frames --

Exhibitor's Name (Print): 

Street Address: 

City, State, & Zip: 

Telephone Number: ( ___ } __________ Critique Optional: 

Display Class Rules 

yin 

1. Exhibition applications must be received by April 1, 1996. Mail to Gene Bowman, P.O. Box 678, Waukesha, WI 
53187 . 

2. A maximum of two frames will be allowed. No frame fee will be charged. (One frame= 16 pages) 

3. If exhibits are mailed, they must be received by April 29, 1996. Mail to Gene Bowman at the address above. 

4. Exhibits may be delivered to the exhibition hall between 4:00 - 8:00 P.M. on Friday, May 3, 1996. 

5. Display Class Exhibit division is open to members of the Wisconsin Federation of Stamp Club and any youth 
(18 or under) regardless of Federation membership. 

6. Acceptance of all exhibits will be at the discretion of the WISCOPEX '96 Exhibition committee. 

J 7. For those exhibits that are to be returned by mail, proper postage and insurance must be enclosed with the 
application. Make checks payable to Waukesha County Philatelic Society. 

8. Exhibits will be judged by the public with a "People's Choice" award. A written critique is optional. 

I, the undersigned understand that I will be responsible for insuring my exhibit, and I will not 
hold the Waukesha County Philatelic Society, the Wisconsin Federation of Stamp Clubs, or 
the Olympia Resort Hotel liable for loss or damage to the exhibit. 

Signature: _________________ _ Date: __________ _ 


