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While thumbing through 
my Christmas covers album 
I found an item produced 
by the Christmas Philatelic 
Club.  

I was staying overnight at the show hotel 
and received an invite to join the martini 
party in Ken’s room. How fun it was. (BTW, 
it was strictly gin and very dry vermouth in 
those days.)  One often thinks of philate-
lists as rather dour individuals, but not this 
group. They were always in a celebratory 
mood with Christmas décor and all. 
 
Here’s a CPC cover from 1990 that’s can-
celed on Christmas Day. Each year the CPC 
created a pictorial postmark and cachet. 
This cachet is a stick-on label. Some ca-
chets were printed in black-and-white and 
then hand-colored. The covers had a letter 
from Santa enclosed. The 1990 letter is 
written from his workshop at the North 
Pole and speaks of checking his list of good 
girls and boys, Mrs. Claus and the elves. 
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I have fond memories of that group that 
go back to the late 1980s, when three 
WFSC officers (me, then-President Bill 
Grosnick and Region VP Roy Northwood) 
made a one-night trek to Minneapolis to 
talk with several individuals about how to 
form a state federation. (Ten hours on the 
road:  Madison to Wausau to carpool to 
Minneapolis then back home to arrive at 
Madison at about 3 a.m. I was young…) 
We’d been invited for dinner in a private 
room at a restaurant. Ken Mackenzie, of 
Harmony, Minn., was in the group, and as 
WFSC secretary, I ended up having much 
follow-up correspondence with Ken, who 
helped form the Minnesota Federation of 
Stamp Clubs. 
 
Ken also founded the Christmas Philatelic 
Club in 1969, which is celebrating its 50th 
anniversary at MILCOPEX’19. It should be 
a good time. But we will miss Ken, who 
passed away some years ago. I recall 
meeting several CPC members at a stamp 
show someplace here in the Midwest. 
Maybe it was CHICAGOPEX.  

The CPC has not created a Christmas 
pictorial postmark for several years. They 
do, however, make covers for their annu-
al meetings using the show sponsor can-
cel. I look forward to seeing those folks 
again at MILCOPEX and I plan to add 
their 50th anniversary cover to my Christ-
mas album. 
 
My Christmas covers may not have much 
monetary value but they’re a treasure-
trove of memories. I wish you all a joyful 
Christmas and holiday season! 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Karen Weigt 
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disasters such as the recent Florida hurricanes and California 
wildfires. Wishing all a Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year! 

EDITOR’S LETTER CONTACT INFORMATION 

On behalf of all collectors, I 
would like to wish all a Merry 
Christmas and a Happy New 
Year!  I would also like to take 
this opportunity to extend my 
sympathies to collectors who 
have lost their collections to  
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CORRECTION: 
 
In John Pare’s article on the pioneer flight to Bermuda in the 
last ATFP, the departure dated of Pilot Radio was listed as April 
30, 1930. The actual date of the flight was Tuesday, April 1, 
1930.  
 
Sincerely, 
 
Alex Gill 
Editor in Chief, Across the Fence Post 
Email: algill737@gmail.com 

http://www.wfscstamps.org


 

 

TRIVIA QUESTION PROGRAMS 
 
With very little effort, one can whip up a club program using re-
sources off the internet. Whether planned for or needing a quick 
“emergency” program, trivia questions is just one such option. Of 
course, one can always make up the questions, but there are other 
options available. For starters, Google “National Postal Museum 
trivia quizzes.”  You will be directed to a site that offers several 
different quizzes with varying degrees of difficulty. These quizzes 
offer multiple choice answers but could be restructured differently. 
 
Try Googling “postage stamp quizzes” for different results.  There 
is even one created back in 2000 by Linn’s Stamp News as well as 
suggestions for other stamp quizzes to try.  Explore the sites to find 
those that best fit your needs or select questions from several sites 
to create your own one-of-a-kind quiz program. Some members 
may recall the annual WFSC trivia contests for clubs, and those 
questions and answers may still be available to use. Likewise, the 
APS produced a booklet “One Hundred Trivia Quizzes for Stamp 
Collectors,” by Bill Olcheski.  This book can still be purchased 
online from Amazon.  The book is divided into chapters with quiz-
zes on various aspects of collecting as well as questions by country. 
 
After you have determined the questions, decide how you are go-
ing to present the quiz. Will each collector receive a copy of the 
quiz and answer individually? Will you work in groups or teams?  
Will it be used just as a basis for discussion? Will it appear in your 
club bulletin with research done at home and followed by a group 
discussion at a future meeting? Will prizes be awarded?  
 
If your club is one where members sit in the same place or at the 
same table each time, consider mixing things up a little and using a 
random method of counting off or drawing numbers, form teams 
so that members get to work and interact with other club collec-
tors. Awarding points for correct answers, whether as a team or 
individual, can be used to determine the winners. Bragging rights, 
small treats, or prizes could be awarded. 
 
WHAT’S BEEN GOING ON AT YOUR CLUB? 
 
Three Milwaukee-area clubs that had been meeting at a Mayfair 
Mall community room are scrambling to find a new location after 
mall management decided to start charging $30 an hour for room 
use. Among the problems they are encountering in their search are 
that rooms for their regular meeting night are already taken by 
other groups, meetings must be completed by 8pm, and/or no 
money can change hands, thus eliminating club auction and buy & 

sell activities. Unfortunately, the mall did not give advance notice 
even though these clubs had signed for the 2018 year; the edict 
went into effect November 1. 
 

 
 
 

Both the Badger Stamp Club and the Waukesha Philatelic Socie-
ty have recently been contacted by senior residences/homes 
and have been asked to give a presentation about stamp col-
lecting. Some of the residents were interested in ways to dis-
pose of their collections while others were still interested in 
pursuing the hobby. Has your club reached out to the senior 
population? If so, share your experiences in this column. 
 
Badger Stamp Club recently had a member-participation pro-
gram where its members shared examples of literature they use 
in helping them understand their collecting specialties.  Given 
the wealth of literature available, this should be a program in 
which every member can participate. The Green Bay Philatelic 
Society October’s program by Ray Perry was based on the mini-
exhibit that he had prepared on the Packers and had entered at 
MILCOPEX for the alphabet letter “P” exhibit - he also showed it 
at WISCOPEX earlier in the year. 2019 is the 100th anniversary 
of the founding of the Packers team. Plans have been made to 
place the exhibit on the WFSC website for the enjoyment of all. 
Share your club news. I look forward to hearing from you. 
  
 

 CLUB CONNECTIONS 
MARYANN BOWMAN, WAUKESHA COUNTY PHILATELIC SOCIETY 
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Postal regulations considered the cards to be personal mail, 
and the carrier had to pay postage on each card even if he per-
sonally delivered it as part of his regular route service, but for a 
small expenditure the carrier could deliver holiday greetings to 
his postal patrons and perhaps receive a tangible expression of 
gratitude for his good service in return. 
 
Used cards can be easily catalogued by publisher or by the 
place and date identified in the postmark. Genealogical re-
sources available online may also provide details about the 
letter carrier who sent the card, thus giving a personal dimen-
sion to the card. For example, a card pictured with this article 
was sent in 1912 by Robert C. Stuckey, a 20-year-old rural letter 
carrier for Route No. 1, Monroe Center, Ogle County, Illinois, 
who had grown up in the community on a farm rented by his 
parents. Insight into the work of a rural carrier can be found in 
data compiled four years later by Mrs. Daisy C. Storz, the Mon-
roe Center postmaster. 
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MERRY CHRISTMAS FROM YOUR LETTER CARRIER 

JAMES E. BYRNE, NORTHWOODS PHILATELIC SOCIETY 

Figures 1 & 2: Front and reverse of a Stuckey Card, 1912 

Figure 3: Reverse of a card published by Indianapolis 
Engraving Company, date unknown 

Christmas has long been a popular topic of specialization for 
postal historians and deltiologists. With the establishment of 
Rural Free Delivery in the late 1890s and the acceptance by the 
United States Post Office Department (USPOD) of commercially 
produced postcards as an inexpensive medium of postal com-
munication, colorful holiday cards expressing Christmas, New 
Years, and Easter greetings became very popular. Among the 
most challenging of those to find today are the cards sent at 
Christmas by mail carriers to the people on their delivery 
routes. 
 
Many publishers offered a wide variety of designs with colorful 
seasonal illustrations and sentimental verses from which the 
carrier could choose and then have printed with his name and 
route number.  



 

 

In January 1916, Stuckey delivered 7,220 pieces of mail weigh-
ing 1,121 pounds and picked up 743 pieces of mail weighing 
32.5 pounds on his rural route. F.O. Mincemoyer, the other 
rural carrier at Monroe Center, delivered 5,250 pieces of mail 
weighing 926.75 pounds and picked up 647 pieces of mail 
weighing just over 35 pounds. Between them, they handled 
more than a ton of letters and packages on rural roads in win-
ter weather, and in the process, they provided an essential con-
nection between the farm community and the outside world. 

Even without the added dimension of historical details, Christ-
mas postcards can be a visually distinctive element to a postal 
history collection. The images in bright colors of rural mail carri-
ers at work from their horse-drawn wagons are vivid depictions 
of postal operations of more than a century ago, and the names 
of rural mail carriers and the people on their routes are a re-
minder of the human dimension of the holiday as expressed 
through mailed greetings. 
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Figure 4: Front of a card published by Indianapolis Engraving 
Company, date unknown 
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CHRISTMAS  

GREETINGS 

FROM THE NORTHWOODS  

PHILATELIC SOCIETY 



 

 

WFSC CLUB SHOWS 

 

OTHER SHOWS  

SHOW CALENDAR  
Want to list your event? Contact Karen Weigt, 4184 Rose Ct., Middleton, WI 
53562 P: (608) 609-6173 E: klweigt@gmail.com 
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December 1-2 MSDA Milwaukee Show 
Midwest Stamp Dealers Association, bourse 
only. Crowne Plaza Milwaukee Airport, 
6401 S. 13th St. Milwaukee, WI. 
Sat. 10a-5p, Sun. 10a-3p. 

December 8-9  MSDA Holiday Show 
Midwest Stamp Dealers Association, bourse 
only. Holiday Inn Chicago Oakbrook, 
17W350 22nd St., Oakbrook Terrace, IL. Sat. 
10a-5p, Sun. 10a-3p. 

March 9-10, 2019               Rockford 2-3-4
         Stamp Expo 

Rockford Stamp Club, exhibits & bourse. 
Forest Hills Lodge, 1601 W. Lane Rd. (Hwy. 
173). Sat. 10a-5p, Sun. 10a-4p. 

March 22-24, 2019         ASDA Midwest  
          Postage Stamp Show 
American Stamp Dealers Association, 
bourse only. Holiday Inn Chicago Oakbrook, 
17W350 22nd St., Oakbrook Terrace, IL. Fri 
& Sat. 10a-5p, Sun. 10a-3p. 

February 9, 2019   60th Annual Exhibition 
         & Bourse 
Janesville Stamp Club, exhibits & bourse. 
Holiday Inn Express, 3100 Wellington Pl., 
Janesville, WI. Sat. 9:30a-4p. 
C: Aimee Devine 608-758-1354 
E: spanishmoss72@sbcglobal.net 

March 2-3, 2019       STAMPFEST ‘19 
Milwaukee Philatelic Society, bourse only. 
St. Aloysius Gonzaga Hall, 1441 S. 92nd 
St., Milwaukee WI. Sat. 10a-5p., Sun. 10a-
3p. 
C: Robert J. Mather 262-968-2392 
E: burrobob@wi.rr.com 

March 23, 2019          BAYPEX 2019 
Green Bay Philatelic Society, exhibits & 
bourse. St. Matthew Catholic Church, 
Multipurpose Rm., 2575 S. Webster Ave., 
Green Bay, WI (parking in rear). Sat. 9a-
4p. 
C: Mark Schroeder 920-337-9616 
E: markthetuba@gmail.com 

May 4-5, 2019        WISCOPEX 2019 
WFSC 88th Annual Convention, hosted by 
the Badger Stamp Club. Judged exhibits, 
seminars, bourse, auctions. Radisson Ho-
tel Madison, 517 Grand Canyon Dr., Madi-
son, WI. Sat. 10a-5p, Sun. 10a-3p 
C: Karen Weigt 608-609-6173 
E. klweigt@gmail.com 

July 13, 2019       Bay de Noc Stamp 
        & Coin Show 
Bay de Noc Stamp and Coin Club. Bourse 
only. Bay College, 2000 N. 30th St., Joseph 
Heirman Bldg., Rm. 952 (accessed from 
Danforth Rd.), Escanaba, MI. Sat. 10a-3p 
EDT. 
C: Richard Reiffers 906-233-9261 
E. rgrpaperboy@earthlink.net 

July 27, 2019   14th Lakeland Coin & Stamp 
        Club Summer Show 
Lakeland Stamp & Coin Club. Bourse only. 
Woodruff Town Hall, Hwy. 47E., Woodruff, 
WI. Sat. 9a-2p. 
C: Dean Martin 715-356-9453, P.O.B. 202, 
Woodruff, WI 54568 

January 19-20, 2019      MSDA Milwaukee 
              Show 

Midwest Stamp Dealers Association, bourse 
only. Crowne Plaza Milwaukee Airport, 6401 
S. 13th St., Milwaukee, WI. Sat. 10a-5p, Sun. 
10a-3p. 



 

 

WISHING EACH & ALL A VERY  

MERRY CHRISTMAS & A HAPPY NEW YEAR 

Central Wisconsin Stamp Club 

Fond Du Lac Stamp Club 

Green Bay Philatelic Society 

Oshkosh Philatelic Society 

Wisconsin Valley Stamp Club 


