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President’s corner
A Call to Gather
By Maurice D. Wozniak, President of WFSC

It would be nice to see you all at Wiscopex
’07, the latest incarnation of the annual stamp
show put on especially
for members of the
Wisconsin Federation of
Stamp Clubs. I know
that’s a pipedream, of
course. You just don’t
see hordes of stamp collectors thronging into
these shows, even
though attendance typically is satisfying and
dealers are usually
happy with the enthusiasm of visitors.
But I suspect I have a recessive Optimism
Gene hidden behind a dominant Realism Gene
somewhere in my DNA. If you build it, I think,
offer a pleasing array of enticing goodies and
promote it properly, they will come. Well,
maybe not everybody, but certainly hundreds
would not be out of the question.
That’s what we have this year.
The Waukesha County Philatelic Society has
planned what promises to be an exciting oneday show on Saturday, May 5, from 9:30 a.m. to
5 p.m. at Hamilton High School, W220-N6151
Town Line Road, Sussex. Full details – and
directions – appear elsewhere in this issue.
From morning to evening, the bourse, the
exhibits, the extra features and the awards
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party all have interesting tidbits to attract
attendance. Of course, the WFSC will hold
its annual business meeting Saturday afternoon. You can learn first-hand at this meeting what committee members and officers do
on your behalf.
It’s gratifying to read in club newsletters that
delegates have been appointed from some farflung clubs to attend the meeting and report
back to the membership. The Federation has
many programs in place with volunteers to run
them (not the least of which is the newsletter
you are reading). As I’ve mentioned before, we
can always use more volunteers.
The WFSC began its 75th anniversary celebration at Wiscopex last year in Rockford, Ill.,
and we’ll bring it to a close at this year’s show.
It has not been an extravagant celebration. The
treasurer’s report will show that it was a
money-making proposition from the start.
Part of the reason is that the many contributions from individuals and stamp organizations were specifically earmarked to help us
celebrate. One of those contributions — a
leather motorcycle jacket from HarleyDavidson — will be auctioned off at the
awards party after the show. The party will
feature pizza, a low-key departure from the
usual dinner, which will help pack a full
Wiscopex experience into a single day. You’ll
get a free WFSC mug just for attending the
pizza buffet.
You’ll find other philatelic treasures at the same
auction, as well as raffle items related to stamp
collecting at the WFSC table during the day.
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Among the dealers at the bourse this year
you’ll find vest-pocket dealers who will offer
stamps and covers for only three or four hours.
In the exhibit area you’ll find one-page
exhibits along the theme of “It’s 1932 Again!”
The date refers to the founding of the WFSC,
and the idea is to design an exhibit based on an
event from the year or a country’s issues.
Another feature will be “3-D” exhibits that
marry stamps and another hobby, such as model
railroading or sports cards.
Seventy-five years is a significant milestone
in the life of any organization, but without continued commitment and enthusiasm it is essentially meaningless. I am looking forward to the
show, as I do for every Wiscopex, and to renewing acquaintances.
All of us stamp collectors will find the opportunity to share with others and help to ensure
that the hobby’s future will be bright for the
next 75 years.
I hope to see you in Sussex May 5 to take the
next step in the journey.
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Clubs are Trump
By Maurice D. Wozniak, President of WFSC

Here’s an easy idea for a program, courtesy of
the American Topical Association, Chapter
No.5: At the January meeting, members told stories about how they started collecting. To introduce the program, Bob Mather observed that the
first month of the year derives its name from the
Roman word “janua,” meaning “door,” which
itself derived from the god Janus, who ancient
Romans believed opened the doors of heaven at
dawn to release daylight and closed them when
dusk arrived. “What opened the ‘door’ of philately for you?” Mather asked.
What others are doing
The February Rockford Stamp Notes,
newsletter of the Rockford (Ill.) Stamp Club,
featured a color reproduction of the editor’s
favorite stamp – one of the 32¢ George Halas
Football Coaches commemoratives – under a
“Go Bears!” headline. We’re sure it was just to
draw attention to a new feature in which members can list their favorite stamp and tell why
it’s their favorite. How about the Vince
Lombardi issue from the same set?
Another feature in the Rockford newsletter is
a “Name That Stamp” challenge, in which clues
are given to the identity of a number of United
States stamps.
The Open Album newsletter of the NML
Stamp Club, Milwaukee, reproduces newspaper cartoons and news tidbits every month.
From it, we learn that the U.S. Postal Service’s
busiest day of the year is typically Dec. 18, and

in 2005 the USPS processed 280 million cards
and letters on that date.
A bit of sleuthing and interpreting has indicated that the Green Bay Philatelic Society
should have celebrated its 75th anniversary in
March 2006. But then, a little cake and ice
cream is a good idea any time.
West Bend Mutual gave Kettle Moraine
Coin and Stamp Club, West Bend, a $250
donation.
The Northwoods Philatelic Society, Iron
Mountain, Mich., has enough members who
belong to the American Philatelic Society to qualify for free membership in the APS. So the club’s
free copy of the monthly American Philatelist
goes to the Dickinson County Library.
From issues of the Chicago Philatelic
Society Bulletin, we learn of significant events
in lives of our fellow philatelists to the south.
Bernard A. “Bud” Hennig, a frequent attendee
at southern Wisconsin shows and a judge at

Although you may know me better as a Wisconsin collector, or as editor of this newsletter, I’m
also secretary of the American Philatelic Society.
One of the pleasurable roles I hold as a director is being the chapter contact board member for a number of stamp clubs, including all
those connected with the WFSC.
Were you aware that as an APS chapter your
club can recieve a free subscription to the
American Philatelist (if enough members are
APS members)? Did you know you can receive
sales circuits, slide programs, receive a stamp
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Program ideas
A member of the Central Wisconsin Stamp
Club, Stevens Point and Wisconsin Rapids,
brought in sample sheets from a UW-Stevens
Point Paper Science project to reproduce paper
used in Scott albums. Members thought the student-prepared paper was a good match.
***
Information for “Clubs Are Trump” is gathered from club
newsletters. Please send newsletters to Maurice D. Wozniak, 1010
Berlin St., Waupaca WI 54981.

APS chapter contact information
By Wayne L. Youngblood
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many Wisconsin exhibitions, celebrated his
90th birthday in January. Also, CPS member
Cheryl Ganz was named acting chief curator for
philately at the Smithsonian’s National Postal
Museum in Washington, D.C. Ganz was assistant curator for the exhibition, “Rarity
Revealed: The Benjamin K. Miller Collection.”
(Miller was a Milwaukeean.)
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club idea CD, receive the Chapter Activities
newsletter or benefit from a number of other
services offered by APS?
If not, please let me help. During the month
of May I will attempt to reach each chapter representative in all WFSC member clubs. Do you
know who your APS representative is? He or
she should have received a special History
Channel dvd that can be used as a presentation
for your club.
If you need to reach me for any reason, please
don’t hesitate. My address, telephone and email
address appear at the bottom of the page.
Across the Fence Post is the official publication of
the Wisconsin Federation of Stamp Clubs, Inc., a 501c3
non-profit organization. WFSC also is a life member of
the APS (since 1953). For more information about
WFSC, please contact the Central Office.
AFTP is published monthly September through April,
and every other month May through August (10 issues
per year). News of Wisconsin collectors, club news and
gratis original philatelic features are welcomed. The editor accepts submissions in any format, but prefers email
if possible. Editor reserves the right to make editorial
changes to submitted copy.
Material appearing in AFTP not carrying an individual
copyright notice may be reproduced only by notfor-profit organizations, provided the author(s)
and AFTP receive credit or attribution. All
materials carrying an individual copyright
notice are the sole property of the author(s).
Unless explicitly stated by an officer in conjunction with official WFSC business, opinions
expressed by the editor or individual authors are
not necessarily endorsed by the WFSC.
Submission deadlines for editorial and avertisingmaterials are for the 1st of the month preceding month of
publication (i.e. Jan. 1 for Feb. issue).
All show calendar information, along with all other editorial matter and listings, should be sent to: Wayne L.
Youngblood, Editor ATFP, P.O. Box 111, Scandinavia WI
54977-0111. (youngblood@tds.net) phone: 715-467-4416.
Advertising material and payment should be sent to
Dave Carney, Advertising Manager, AFTP, P.O. Box 55,
Kimberly, WI 54136-0055. (dcarneyl@new.rr.com)
pnone: 920-687-9077. For a complete list of advertising
rates and policies (display, classified and listings),
request a copy from the advertising manager.

April 2007

One Day Only — Wiscopex 2007: The Party Continues
By MaryAnn Bowman

The Wisconsin Federation of
Stamp Club’s annual convention and
exhibition, Wiscopex 2007, will be
held Saturday, May 5, 2007, at
Hamilton High School in Sussex,
Waukesha County. (See map below
for directions.) Show hours are from
9:30 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. You won’t
want to miss this event as the 75th
anniversary celebration continues.
New exhibiting categories will offer the opportunity to see select items
from individual collections that
might not otherwise make it into a
traditional exhibit. Clubs will have
received packets of information containing exhibiting forms and other
show information. In addition to the
traditional exhibits, Federation members were offered the opportunity to
prepare a one-page exhibit to fit the
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“It’s 1932, Again” theme. Clubs may
choose to do this as a project and
submit all individual entries at one
time.
Visit the 3-D displays created by
adults and youth. Adult exhibits offer
a combination of philatelic and nonphilatelic material to highlight a hobby or other collecting interest, such
as rocks and minerals, butterflies,
railroading or other hobbies. Adults
will be on hand to share their knowledge. Youth exhibits take a more creative approach, with the construction
of an object enhanced with postage
stamps.
Mary Ann Owen’s Badger exhibit
will be in the Court of Honor. Mary
Ann was the founding member of the
Waukesha County Philatelic Society,
and active in the Wisconsin Federation of Stamp Clubs. [Editor’s Note:

Please see related article on Page 4]
Don’t miss the donation auction with
proceeds to benefit the
Federation. Last year,
the Harley-Davidson
company donated a
leather jacket, which
will be auctioned off at
the show. Other items
to be auctioned include
a luxurious stampthemed afghan, and
special philatelic items
from the estate of
Mary Ann Owens and
items from other
donors. The auction
will begin at 11 a.m.,
with Ellis Bromberg
serving as the auctioneer. Raffles held
throughout the day
will also offer visitors
new material to add to
their collections and
benefit
Federation
This special Harley-Davidson jacket was donated to
projects.
the WFSC by the Harley-Davidson corporation to benThe Federation’s an- efit the organization’s projects. It will be auctioned off
nual meeting will be- during Wiscopex 2007, in Sussex, Wis., on May 5.
gin at 1 p.m. All clubs Jacket model is not included!
are requested to send
frames. The pizza party’s cost is
delegates. A judge’s critique will be
$7.50. The one-page exhibit is 75¢
held at 3 p.m. The Wisconsin Postal
(plus 25¢ celebration fee).
History Society will have its annual
As you can see, there is a lot
meeting earlier in the day, starting at
packed into this one-day event.
9 a.m. (before the show officially
Many new innovations have been
opens).
added to help rejuvenate our hobby
As of Feb. 28th, dealers participatand create new excitement about
ing in the show include RHO Postal
stamp collecting. Can you give one
History and Stamps, Lake Edge
day of your time to support our hobStamp Service, North Bay Stamps,
by by attending the show and/or proDavid Alex, University Avenue
viding an exhibit?
Stamps, Yankee Stamps and Charles
For further details, contact
Shoemaker. Vest pocket dealers were
MaryAnn Bowman, P.O. Box 1451,
also given the opportunity to particiWaukesha, WI 53187, or visit the
pate at reduced table costs. John
Federation website. The url address
Romppainen and Bill Birch are two
is: http://www.WFSCstamps.org.
who have agreed to participate.
Entry forms for exhibiting and
Lunch will be available on site.
reservation forms for the dinner are
Wiscopex 2007 will conclude
available for download as PDFs on
with the award ceremony at 5 p.m.’
the Wiscopex page of the Website.
followed by an all-you-can eat pizza
We look forward to seeing you at
party. Soft drinks will be served in a
the show and celebrating with you!
special souvenir mug and is included
in the $7.50 price.
Perhaps you have noticed that the
number “75” and variations of that
number have played a large role in
the celebration. It is no coincidence!
Great thought was given to make this
an affordable and fun event for all
federation members. Frame fees
were $7.50 regardless of how many
Across the Fence Post
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Stamp collecting’s e-commerce opportunities
by Steve Kluskens

Did you know your club can conduct e-commerce on the WFSC Website?
Like most trendy words, "e-commerce” used
to raise my ire. It’s a short-cut to describe buying and selling over the Internet. I remember 10
years ago my brother going on about something
called eBay. He jumped on the e-commerce
bandwagon pretty early, but at the time I figured he’d grow out of it.
E-commerce is here to stay – and grow. To
my surprise, it’s pretty big among philatelists.
For me, though, the hobby is an escape from
the World Wide Web and computers. I get to
hold things, stamps whose elegance the Web
can’t replicate. Nevertheless, every week in
my email I get a newsletter from a stamp dealer in the Philippines, and my fellow club members talk more and more about prices on eBay.
I suppose, too, that if I’m ever going to find

blank pages for that Whitman album, it’ll be
with a Web search.
The Web has a lot to offer stamp collectors.
You can search with a precision that matches the
remarkable degree to which we specialize. If
you’re interested in Wisconsin commemorative
covers, just type that in and you’re on your way.
I f you do that, www.wisconsinstamps.com,
another moniker for the WFSC website, will
come up in that search.
The WFSC has its own page displaying its
commemorative covers for sale. Right up at
the top I have links to the pages of stamp
clubs who are selling their commemorative
covers. This way, anyone interested in covers
will find – in short order – all that Wisconsin
clubs have to offer.
The covers look good on the computer, too. I
just scan them in on my old scanner, and post
the image on your club’s page, with as much

information as you give me, and send the covers back to you. Now anyone whose specialty
happens to include your cover will know about
it with a simple web search. They can drop a
check with a stamped, addressed envelope in
the mail, and – congratulations – you’re on the
e-commerce bandwagon!
Of course, if you want take it even further, a
Paypal account costs nothing up front and
allows you to take payments securely over the
Web. I can guide you through setting up an
account and put all the right buttons for you on
your club’s page.
So, if your club has some covers to sell, send
them my way. It’s a service to your club and a
benefit for WFSC members.
I don’t think philatelists will be outgrowing
e-commerce any time soon.
Steve can be reached at his email address:
steve@mediaprodevelopment.com.

Mary Ann Owens Memorial Fund Established
by MaryAnn Bowman

Mary Ann Owens, a former Wisconsinite,
founder of the Waukesha County Philatelic
Society and active in the Wisconsin Federation
of Stamp Clubs, was recently inducted into the
American Philatelic Society’s Hall of Fame.
The APS Hall of Fame honors deceased philatelists who have made outstanding contributions to philately.
The Waukesha County Philatelic Society is
challenging Wisconsin collectors and stamp
clubs to donate a combined total of $750 to a
memorial fund. A separate area in the American
Philatelic Research Library (APRL) will be

designated as the Mary Ann Owens Thematic
Reference Collection. The area of the APRL
stacks devoted to thematic material with a name
plaque dedicated to Mary Ann and listing a few
of her major accomplishments will include all
thematic material now at APRL and any future
thematic publications. The total cost of that
project is expected to be $10,000 – with half of
that money already raised!
Mary Ann was held in high esteem in this
state, and many Wisconsin collectors had a
deep affection for her and the countless hours of
support she gave to the hobby through helping
collectors, mentoring exhibitors and presenting

programs. This doesn’t include all the work she
did on the national and interntional level to better the hobby.
The Waukesha County Philatelic Society
held a donation auction and proceeds will be
going to the memorial fund. Other clubs as
well as individuals who were “touched” by the
generosity of Mary Ann’s time and efforts are
being asked to consider a donation for this
worthy cause.
Please make checks payable to the APRL. They
may be brought to Wiscopex or sent to MaryAnn
Bowman, Box 1451, Waukesha, WI 53187. Can
Wisconsin raise $750 by the end of June?

“Weeping Eisenhower”
is not Plate Variety
By Wayne L. Youngblood

The item shown here,
dubbed “Weeping Ike,” is
one of my favorite examples
of a plate variety that isn’t.
Similar varieties are found on
several coil issues, including
the 8¢ Eisenhower definitive
and the 1¢ Jefferson of the Weeping Eisenhower
Prominent Americans series.
As striking as it is, it’s neither a plate nor printing flaw, and it wasn’t created as any part of the
printing or processing phases of stamp production.
It was caused by the tension chocks of a post office
vending machine.
Pressure pads in these machines grip and hold
stamps as they are dispensed. They stabilize the
stamps and keep customers from pulling additional stamps out. Over time these pads can pick up ink
from stamps and eventually deposit it on stamps
being vended. While the variety is interesting and
highly collectible, it has no particular value.
Page 4
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Show Calendar and Registry
List your show, bourse, auction or other event here!
Calendar listings are free for one WFSC member-club event
per year. Classified advertising rates apply for all non-members and other events appearing in this section.

2007 WFSC show schedule*
*Some dates and details may be subject to change, and there will likely be additional listings.

April 21, 2007

May 5, 2007

May 19, 2007

June 16, 2007

DANEPEX ’07
Badger Stamp Club
Turners Hall, 3001 So. Stoughton Road,
Madison, WI
Contact: John Pare, 405 Perimeter Rd.
Mt. Horeb, WI 53572
(608-437-5124)
pare16@mhtc.net

WISCOPEX ’07
Annual exhibition and convention of
Wisconsin Federation of Stamp Clubs
Hamilton High School
W22o N6151 Town Line Road
Sussex,WI
Contact: MaryAnn Bowman
P.O. Box 1451
Waukesha, WI 53187

Migratory Bird Day
Sponsored in conjunction with the
Milwaukee County Zoo and the
Milwaukee Philatelic Society
Milwaukee County Zoo, Peck Building
Special cancel and cachet offered.
Contact: Milwaukee Philatelic Society
P.O. Box 13245
Milwaukee, WI 53213-0245
www.MilwaukeePhilatelic.org

26th Annual Show and Bourse
Northwoods Stamp and Coin Club
James Williams Middle School
915 Acacia Lane
Rhinelander, WI
Contact: Larry Marten
3295 Hancock Lake Rd.
Harshaw, WI 54529
(715-282-5636) lfmarten@yahoo.com
or Bill Julian (715-277-2692)

May 12, 2007
R.H.O. Postal History
and Stamps
Roger H. Oswald
2514 Sheridan Place
Manitowoc WI 54220
(920) 682-6793
rhoposthistory@comcast.net

Sheboygan Stamp and Coin Show
Sheboygan Stamp Club
Municipal Building,
375 Buffalo St.,
Sheboygan Falls, WI
Contact: Barbara Stohl
Box 907, Sheboygan, WI 53082
(920-458-4883)

12.07

Make sure your next stamp
show is noticed!
Get your listing in the
ATFP Show Calendar...

Support Philately
& WFSC members
Use stamps
Whenever possible!

June 23-24, 2007
TRI-PEX Stamp Fair
ATA Chapter 5 and North Shore
Philatelic Society
St. Aloysius Gonzaga Hall
1435 So. 92nd St.
West Allis, WI
Contact: Robert Henak, NSPS
Box 170832
Milwaukee, WI
(414-351-1519)
henak@execpc.com,
www.MilwaukeePhilatelic.org

Letter to the Editor

04.07
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To the Wisconsin Federation of
Stamp Clubs:
I am spearheading a campaign
to see a United States commemorative stamp issued for my Grandfather, Robert Cal Hubbard. He
was born in Keytesville, Mo., and
is the only man in both the Pro
Football and Pro Baseball Halls of
Fame, along with the Missouri,
Pennsylvania and Louisiana
Sports Halls of Fame, and the
Green Bay Packers Hall of Fame.
I feel that no one in sports history
deserves this honor more.
I am looking for ways to reach
people who would like to support
this campaign and write letters of
support to the U.S. Postal Service’s Citizen’s Stamp Advisory
Committee in Virginia. The more
letters that can be written the better. If you have a place where I
could post a request for people to
write letters, or if you could provide any suggestions let me know.
This would be great recognition
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Cal Hubbard

for a sports legend. Any help
would be appreciated. Thanks in
advance.
Ingrid Durbin
101 Grant Drive
Warrensburg, MO 64093
Citizens’ Stamp Advisory Committee
c/o Stamp Development
U.S. Postal Service
1735 North Lynn St., Suite 5013
Arlington, VA 22209-6432.
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Wiscopex 2007
Annual Convention and Exhibition
of the
Wisconsin Federation of Stamp Clubs

Celebrating 75 Years!
Saturday, May 5 9:30 A.M. - 5:00 P.M.
Hamilton High School
W220 N6151 Town Line Road
Sussex, WI 53089
Featuring:
*Stamp Dealers * Youth Activities
*Competitive Multi-frame Exhibits
*New: Adult and Youth 3-D Exhibits
*One Page "It's 1932, Again" exhibits
*Auction, featuring Harley-Davidson Leather Jacket
and many Philatelic Items
*75th Anniversary Celebration:
*Pizza, *Entertainment *Awards
...and more!
Hosted by the Waukesha County Philatelic Society
For further information, write to P.O. Box 1451,
Waukesha, WI 53187
Or visit online at www.WFSCstamps.org

Free Admission and Parking!
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